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Year 6

Achievements

visit Bristol Zoo

Year 6 were lucky enough to kick start this week off with an incredible
trip to Bristol Zoo, where they explored different habitats from around
the globe, learned how to classify different groups of animals and
discovered the importance of conservation in the natural world. They
expanded their knowledge base through close encounters, talks and
quizzes.
The children found out that there are between 3 and 30 million species
of animals on Earth and many of them are yet to be discovered. They
worked out that if there were 10 million species and we were able to
look at 100 per day it would take 274 years to look at all the species on
Earth.
They were able to attend various talks on lemurs, meercats, otters and
gorillas, where they discovered interesting facts about their habitats,
family life and adaptation. Overall it was a fantastic day out and a great
way to start their Biology topic this term! By Miss Fletcher

Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

Year 3 spent all of last Friday morning
in Forest School. There was time to
make new friends, explore favourite
places and take up a challenge. If you
had 20 sticks, all of equal length, and
a 1m piece of string, how high could
you build a structure without it falling
down? By Mrs Hunt

Fabulous feedback

Another week has flown by within the Prep School and the children are now back
in full swing. Music lessons and drama lessons are under way, matches are taking
place and the summer seems a distant memory. Once again, I have been amazed at
the children’s positive attitude towards all they do.
I would like to thank all those parents who were able to attend the curriculum
evening this week. The importance of understanding your child’s learning journey is
key in their development and I would encourage any that were unable to attend to
read through the curriculum booklet and contact the relevant teachers with any
questions you may have. Please remember that even the smallest amount of
support can make a difference to you child. For those children in boarding we
would encourage you to talk to your children about their schooling when the
opportunity arises, a five minute conversation can make a huge difference.
By Mr Walters






How Can I Help My Child?
Discuss school work, successes, concerns and interests with your child.
Encourage your child to ‘exercise’ his or her mind by doing crossword
puzzles, brain teasers and word searches.
Involve relatives and family friends to help support your child’s learning.
Continue to offer praise as your child attempts new learning, and offer help
and support when it is needed.
Keep in mind that children who read well usually come from homes where
parents show an interest in reading, read to their children, talk with their
children about what they are reading, thinking and doing.

I am very grateful to the large number of
parents who responded at the end of last
term to the ‘Parent Satisfaction Survey’.
The invaluable feedback offered on a
wide range of aspects of Prep School life,
allows us to re-evaluate our systems,
structures and priorities. Pleasingly, the
overwhelming majority of the responses
from parents were positive; I am grateful
for your support of what we offer and
what we stand for. Where results were
lower than expected, action will be taken,
and I look forward to sharing with you
carefully considered steps to further
improve. As an initial response, I am
pleased to see parents appreciating the
informal coffee mornings laid on this
week, as we try to provide a
greater number of parent
focused social events. There
will be further initiatives to
come in the weeks
ahead, as we focus on
other aspects of
school life. I look
forward to hearing
further feedback!

The first weekend back was an adventurous one for our
boarders!! We had an amazing time at Mojo Active
Outdoor, playing archery tag, zorb football, den building
in the woods and completing low ropes obstacle
courses. We really hit the ground running! What a day!
By Mrs Gould

As is tradition, the Choristers went bowling on Friday
evening at Hollywood Bowl. There were some
impressive and innovative bowling styles among Year 8
but all year groups demonstrated some excellent
potential. Top scorer for the night was Ubani congratulations! By Mrs Lyons

Girls’ Sport
There were some fantastic
performances yesterday in the girls’
first matches of the term against St
John’s. Although they were very
much training games it was pleasing
to record 4 victories, 1 draw and
only 1 loss.

Sporting
Highlights
Boys’ Sport
The rugby season got off to a great
start on Wednesday with fine wins
for the U13A, U13B, U10A and
U9A against St John’s-on-the-Hill.
Teamwork and commitment were
two key factors in the success of
the teams.
A special mention
should go to all those boys who
played their first game of rugby for
the school.

@DCPSmusic

The first Senior Choir rehearsal and Chapel service brought record numbers
to sing together, as 94 crammed into the Choir stalls. With Junior Choir about
to have its first rehearsal, we think over half the School may be involved in
Choirs by the end of the
week. If parents are looking
for something to sing in, DCS
Choral Society rehearsals
take place in the PMH on
Tuesday evenings at 7pm.
They are rehearsing for a
performance of Karl Jenkin’s
‘The Armed Man’ on 9th
November. DCPS Chamber
Choir and Schola will also be
singing. You would be very
welcome to join them.

Artist of the Week
Emily Cox
8E
Huge CONGRATULATIONS to
Emily who entered a competition
over the holidays and ended up
having her piece of work bought
by the owner of Eagle Tower as
he liked it so much! A first
commission for a pupil at Dean
Close Prep. Well done on
producing a fantastic painting.

Chaplaincy

This week we had our first CUs! We
started on our new series ‘God’s Big
Story!’ We will be starting with Creation
and going all the way until Jesus’ return.
This week all the CUs looked at the
creation accounts found in Genesis. In
SCU, we saw how powerful God’s words
are! He spoke and things happened. If
anyone still wants to join, we would be
happy to welcome them.

Q&A

Get to Know

ahead
8.15-9.30am Year 6 Parents’
Coffee Morning in Centenary
Atrium
Rugby Festival at Cheltenham
College Preparatory School – U8s
and U9s Away 10.00am
Rugby Festival at Dean Close –
U10s Home 10.00am
Rugby v Wycliffe Preparatory
School – (U13A cancelled) and
U11A Home 2.15pm; U13C and
U12A Away 2.15pm TBC

9.00am Year 7 Group 1
Snowdonia Trip departs
9.00-4.00pm Year 4 Trip to
Chedworth Roman Villa
9.45am DCS Rugby and Hockey
Skills day
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
5.15pm Senior Christian Union
outing (return 7.00pm)

4.35pm Prefects’ Meeting with
Headmaster in CH2
9.00am Year 7 Group
Snowdonia Trip departs
Rugby Festival at The Downs

2

Wraxall – U11A and U11B Away
2.00pm
Rugby v The Richard Pate School
– U10A and U10B Home 2.30pm
Rugby v Bredon Hill School –
U13A and U13B Home 2.30pm
Hockey v The Elms – U13A VII
and U13B VII Home 2.30pm;
U11A and U11B Away 2.30pm
Hockey v St. Edward’s
Preparatory School – U10A and
U10B Home 3.00pm
3.30pm Schola Cantorum live
broadcast of Choral Evensong on
BBC Radio 3
5.00pm (approx.) Year 7 Group 1
Snowdonia Trip returns

9.00-4.00pm 5LB and 5EA Trip to
Mary Arden’s Farm
9.00-4.15pm TISCA Prefect
Training at Kingham Hill School
7.30pm Scholarship Information
Evening in Centenary Hall

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer
Fellowship
2.40pm Harvest Chapel Service –
Mr P. Moss
Exeat begins after Chapel
5.00pm (approx.) Year 7 Group 2
Snowdonia Trip returns

Our Staff
MISS CATHIE COOPER
Speech & Drama Teacher

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: Creative, energetic,
friendly.
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: Brunch on Sundays.
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: To be nn international
spy.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: Never be afraid to make
mistakes, we need to learn from
them.
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: See question 3.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: Becoming a double
national champion for
Competitive Cheerleading. I was a
base so I did all of the lifting!

Why is Dean Close called Dean Close?
The School was named in honour of Francis Close,
one of Cheltenham’s best known clergymen, when he
was appointed Dean of Carlisle….hence Dean
Close. Francis Close was also influential in the setting
up of Cheltenham College (1841), Cheltenham
Grammar School and The Cheltenham Ladies’
College (1854).

