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Achievements 

"A strange spark flickered from     
outside. The window shutters 
creaked open and in flew a           
mysterious creature." 
 

This is the opening of an excellent 
character description by Jackson  
Fairfax, Year 5.  It was lovely to see 
the progress Jackson made as he   
applied what he'd been taught by Mrs 
Bailey.  
 

By Mr Gould 
Head of Teaching and Learning 

What a privilege it is for us to be ‘just down the road’ from the nation’s 
most prestigious literature festival; able to hear some of the best known 
authors in the land talking about their novels. Year 8s have just listened 
to Elizabeth Laird speaking about her hard-hitting, thought-provoking 
new novel, ‘Welcome to Nowhere’, focusing on a poor Syrian family 
caught up in the civil war – plenty to get us thinking (such as, how 
would I cope if I were a refugee?) In contrast, Year 4s were (highly)  
entertained by the ever-funny Andy Stanton of ‘Mr Gum’ fame. To be 
honest, some of his ‘toilet humour’ did not entirely impress the Year 4 
staff but our pupils found him utterly hilarious. Freya, Matilda and   
Amelia said he was really interesting, loud, funny and inspiring – and 
they are now keen to read some Mr Gum stories.  Happy reading,   
everyone, whatever year you are in!  By Mr Shelley, Head of English 

Festival                 



 

 

Over the term many Prep School pupils have had the opportunity to visit a 
variety of historic sites.  These have included Mary Arden’s Farm and 
Chedworth Roman Villa.  A recent report highlighted the impact visiting 
historic sites can have on pupils development and in their engagement of 
learning. 
 

The physical remains of a historic site creates an incredibly immersive 
experience  which helps to channel students’ creativity and develop their 
literacy skills.  A historic environment is not ‘just a pile of old stones’ and a 
place to study history, but a place to be engaging and expressive, allowing 
for cross-curricular educational experiences. As we approach this upcoming 
half term I would encourage all parents to take the opportunity to explore 
the historic sites 
near you. Let us 
work together to 
d e v e l o p  t h e 
curiosity within our 
children. 
 

By Mr Walters, 
Deputy Head 
Academic 

 

 Effort is key 
Much research tells us of the handful of 
common traits that predict pupil success. 
Unsurprisingly, much of it comes down 
to parenting. One of these stated factors 
is when recognition is given to the value 
of effort over avoiding failure and our 
view of their learning journey. Adopting 
the popular ‘growth mind-set’ theory, 
we are led to believe that through effort, 
continuous learning and hard work, 
children can develop their talents to 
effectively enhance natural ability. 
Parents should expect their children to 
thrive on challenge, seeing failure not as 
evidence of ‘un-intelligence’, but as a 
heartening springboard for growth and 
for stretching our existing abilities. Next 
week sees the publication of each pupil’s 
first effort card of the year and your 
child’s tutor/class teacher will go through 
their scores with them, celebrating 
successes and discussing how to improve 
scores in the future. I hope that parents 
will also be able to emphasise the 
importance of effort and hard-work in 
unlocking their success. 

 

Hello, I am Ramsay, one of the Reading Ambassadors. I 
have always loved reading because I could escape into a 
world of my own and it would leave me with something 
to think about at night.  
 

In Year 4 and 5 I loved to read the Wolf Brother series 
as they were action packed and intriguing, leaving me 
excited for the next book. 
 

My favourite series are the Robert Muchamore Series 
called CHERUB and the Charlie Higson series called 
The Enemy and Young Bond. The CHERUB books 
were suggested by friends and I can’t 
describe how good they are. I also 
loved The Hunger Games trilogy by 
Suzanne Collins. 
 

If you need help choosing a book I will 
be in the library at Monday lunchtime 
and I might be around at other times. 

Wilton Boarders had a 
fantastic trip to The 
Warehouse. 
 

The children first 
climbed a thin, metal 
ladder to the ceiling, 
then up to 13m on the 
climbing walls. They 
were all exceptionally 
brave, each challenging 
themselves to climb 
higher every time and 
most reaching the top. 
They finished off,    
harness free, in the 
bouldering room. 
 

By Mrs Fraine, 
Wilton House Parent 



 

 

Some off our more advanced instrumentalists had the opportunity to attend 
DCS Orchestra Day last week. After listening to a stirring performance of the 
daunting music we were about to learn by the DCS Orchestra, we were split 
into parts to learn Night on a Bare Mountain by Mussorgsky and The 
Dambusters March by Eric Coates. The music was hard and tested our sight-
reading to the limits. Working with other players from six other schools we 
eventually came together in one big orchestra of 170 to perform a rousing 
concert in the 
Bacon Theatre 
w i th  t h e 
Senior School 
Orchestra. A 
noisy and 
w o n d e r f u l 
day. 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

All pupils have been working on 
developing their observational 
drawing skills, using all of the 
formal elements to produce still 
life tonal drawings. Andrew has 
worked especially hard and has 
made great progress showing 
accurate proportion, detail and 
use of gradient tones to create 
depth and a more 3D effect.  

In both Senior forms’ Bible study and 
Junior forms’ prayer station we’ve been 
going through the gospel of Mark! Most of 
these stories and events in the Bible were 
familiar to us from RS lessons. However, 
in both we’ve tried to dig deeper and look 
at who Jesus is and how this effects our 
lives. You’re really welcome to join us for 
Bible study, it is on Tuesday break time in 
Deacon or prayer station which is at 
1:30pm (during lunch) in Oaksey. 

Chaplaincy 

Lots of matches both on Saturday 
and Wednesday, with some great 
performances from teams. The 
U10A & B played really well to get 
wins over Beaudesert; the U11B 
gave a strong performance to beat 
St Edward’s; and we had the upper 
hand against Ladies’ College with 
victories for the 1sts, 2nds, 3rds, 
4ths & 6ths. Well done to all girls for 
some great hockey over the last 
week. 

 

Andrew King 

7D T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  g r e a t 
performances on the rugby pitch 
this week. The U13B enjoyed a 
wel l-earned victory against 
Beaudesert as did the U9A, U10B, 
U10C and U13A.  It was great 
seeing the boys in Year 4 and 5 
battle against the rain and get stuck 
in.  The U10A secured a good win 
against Bromsgrove and the U11A 
continued their good run of form 
with a 7-7 draw.  In the pool the 
Year 7 and 8 swimmers put in a 
tremendous performance against a 
traditionally strong Beaudesert side, 
winning 104-96. A full report on the 
swimming can be found on the 
sports website. 

 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

11.00am Schola Cantorum sing 
Sung Eucharist at Tewkesbury 
Abbey 
Boarders’ Lie-in Morning and Year 
8 Trip to Town 

 
 

Year 7 and Year 8 Short Story 
Writing Competition starts 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

 
 

H o c k e y  v  B r o m s g r o v e 
Preparatory School – 1st VII, 2nd 
VII, 3rd VII and 4th VII Away 
2.15pm; 5th VII, 6th VII, 7th VII 
and 8th VII Home 2.15pm; U11A, 
U11B, U10A, U10B Away 
3.00pm; U11C Home 3.00pm 
Rugby v Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School – U13A, 
U11A and U11B Away 2.30pm; 
U13B, U10A and U10B Home 
2.30pm 
Rugby Festival at Dean Close 
Preparatory School – U9A and 
U9B Home 2.00pm 
Rugby Festival at Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School – 
U12A Away 2.00pm  
 
 
 

U11 Cross Country Schools 
League  @ St .  Edward ’ s 
Preparatory School: Year 6 Girls – 
4.15pm; Year 6 Boys – 4.25pm; 
Year 5 and below Girls – 4.35pm; 
Year 5 and below Boys – 4.45pm 
Swimming Gala v Cheltenham 
Ladies’ College –  Year 7 and Year 
8 Away 4.45pm 
5.30pm Schola Cantorum sing 
Evensong for the Prayer Book 
Society at All Saints’, Clifton 

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer 
Fellowship 
10.30am Chapel Service 
11.30am House Cross-country 
1.00pm Half Term begins  

10.00am-5.00pm The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe 
Rehearsal, Leads only 
Front of School only boarding 
parents to use car park 
Half Term ends Houses open 
from 6.00pm – Boarders return 
by 7.30pm 
D e a n  C l o s e  C o m m u n i t y 
Fireworks 6.30pm  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MR ROB SMITHSON 

Wilton Gap Tutor 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer:  Relatively handsome 
chap. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Breakfast. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To be a Blue Peter 
Presenter or a Rock Star. 
  
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: “I don’t know where I’m 
going from here, but I promise it 
won’t be boring” David Bowie. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Magician. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Rapping (badly) in front 
of 10,000 people at Wilderness 
Festival. 
 

 

 Did you know? 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

During WW2, bombs only fell on the School once, on the 
night of 11th December 1940. Fortunately, most of the 
boys had gone home for Christmas but 12 boys were still 
in School and took shelter in the basement.  Pictured, is 
the crater left behind on the Big Field, you can see 
Fortfield in the background.   


