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Achievements 

In History, Year 7 have been learning 
about the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 
To help remember the details, they 
were given the challenge of           
story-boarding the information with 
nothing but a pen and some spaghetti! 
 
Mirella Rymer and Zara Bellwood 
worked creatively and their           
discussions helped them go on to 
write two strong essays. Well done, 
girls. 

By Mr Gould 
Head of Teaching and Learning 

Bowling?  It’s right up our alley! 
 

The DCPS boarding community spent last Saturday evening at 
Gloucester’s Tenpin, scoring lots of strikes and having lots of fun!  
Meanwhile, the Year 8s had time together elsewhere - Caldecote 
went to see Jonny English at the cinema whilst Fortfield enjoyed a  
quiet girly night in, cooking a three course meal together and enjoying 
‘Lush’ face masks in House.  Just what we all needed in the run up to 
the half term break. 
 

By Miss Matthews, Fortfield Resident Pastoral Assistant 

 go Bowling!                



 

 

 

This academic year the decision to remove a formal exam week from the 
Michaelmas term was taken.  Instead of a formal exam week your children 
will be tested at various times throughout the term.  These tests will take 
on two possible formats.  The first being a revised test where pupils are 
given advanced warning to allow them time to prepare and the second 
being a non-revised test where pupils are informed of the testing at the 
lesson.  This is not to catch your children out, so please do not been 
alarmed if you child informs you that 
they were tested.  This is to allow us 
to fully ascertain pupils’ retained 
knowledge as opposed to the 
information they simply cram in for a 
test.  For many children this is a new 
experience but one that carries 
valuable developmental skills.  To help 
your child please do take time to 
review the work they have covered 
with them and use the results to help 
them improve further. 
 
By Mr Walters, 
Deputy Head Academic 

 

 Effective Praise 
The end of half a term of hard work 
offers many opportunities for 
reflection, review and, importantly, 
praise. The School’s final assembly of 
this half of term provides an 
opportunity to direct praise towards 
the important foci of effort and 
attitude, as well as achievement. 
Gathered together, the School is able 
to celebrate the specific efforts of one 
another, regardless of their starting 
point, and this helps to raise the 
expectations of all. We also focus 
praise towards exemplary behaviour, 
with our pastoral emphasis this term 
on an att itude of kindness; 
encouraging pupils to mirror these 
behaviours and reinforcing the 
positive culture within the School. 
Praise clearly raises self-esteem and 
confidence, as well as being able to 
inspire others, but it is most effective 
when clearly directed. Wishing you all 
a praiseworthy half term break!  

 

On Sunday Isaac Hanfrey, John Bullingham and 
Morgan Chandler received their surplices during a 
service at Tewkesbury Abbey. Receiving a surplice 
means that the boys have progressed from being 
probationers to full choristers after a year of hard 
work. We were all very proud of their 
achievements and it was lovely to see so many 
parents, family and friends in the Abbey 
congregation. 

Hello, my name is Ayomide, one of the library’s Reading   
Ambassadors. I have always enjoyed fantasy books ever since 
I could read. My perfect day would be snuggling up with a 
book with no cares in the world. In Year 4, I was interested 
mainly in the Rainbow Magic series by Daisy Meadows. In 
Year 6, I started to focus on books like Charlotte’s Web.  In 
Year 7 and 8, my reading       
increased and my book genres 
changed. I now like books based 
on romance like Twilight by 
Stephanie Meyer and The     
Selection by Kiera Cass. They 
are epic reads that I strongly 
approve of. If you’re stuck and 
unsure about choosing a book, I 
will always be in the library on 
Thursdays to help. 



 

 

We come to the end of a very busy half-
term in the music department and are 
excited by upcoming events. On Friday 9th 
November Schola Cantorum and the 
Chamber Choir will be singing in a 
Foundation concert at Tewkesbury Abbey.  
 
As part of the World War 1 Armistice 
Commemorations, we will be coming 
together with DCS Choral Society and 
Chapel Choir, as well as St Johns-on-the-
Hill Chamber Choir to sing Karl 
Jenkins’ (“The Armed Man”), a popular and 
evocative work. The concert begins at 7pm 
and all are welcome to join us, with no 
tickets required.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

All pupils in Year 3-7 have been 
making poppies using different 
media for our exhibition to 
commemorate WWI.  

Year 6 have been using different 
wire techniques and this lovely 
one was made by Oliver. 

‘He who watches over Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep’ Psalm 121:4 

Half term is a time for many in our school 
community to rest. It is an incredible comfort 
to the Christian to know that their God does 
not need to sleep. Everyone else needs time to 
rest and re-energise. Yet God works around 
the clock to look after his people. Christians 
can rest because they know that there is 
someone who is wide awake, working for 
their good. 

Chaplaincy 

There has been lots of hockey 
played in the last week, with some 
excellent match results but also 
tournament success. In the U11 
IAPS regionals our girls didn’t 
manage to get into the cup 
competition but then went on to 
win the plate; our U9B team won 
the Severnside tournament; and the 
1st VII are now U13 IAPS Midlands 
region champions and go to 
National finals after half term. 

Oliver Mackay 

6Y 

This week saw some great matches 
on the rugby field. The U9A and B 
enjoyed a festival at home. The B 
team played some of their best 
rugby to date and can be really 
pleased with their progress this 
term. The U13A and U13B enjoyed 
good wins against Cheltenham 
College and the U11A put in a 
committed performance, missing a 
couple players, but still achieved a 
well-earned draw. In cross country 
Arthur Clarkson became the 3rd 
member of the Clarkson family to 
win a district cross country race 
after winning the first race of the 
U10 season last week. 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

 

Year 7 and Year 8 Short Story 
Writing Competition entries to be 
submitted by Fr iday 9th 
November 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

Swimming Gala v Beaudesert Park 
School – Year 4, Year 5 and Year 
6 Home 4.45pm 

 
 

Hockey v Clifton College 
Preparatory School – 1st VII, 2nd 
VII, 3rd VII, 4th VII, 5th VII and 
7th VII Away 2.15pm; U10A, 
U10B, U9A and U9B 2.15pm; 
U11A, U11B and U11C 3.10pm 
Rugby 7s – U13A and U13B 
Severnside 7s at Dean Close 
Preparatory School 1.00pm 
Rugby 7s – U12A and U12B 
Severnside 7s at Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School 
1.00pm 
Rugby Festival at Beaudesert Park 
School – U11A, U11B and U11C 
Away 2.00pm 
Rugby Festival at The Downs 
Wraxall – U10A, U10B and U10C 
Away 2.00pm 

IAPS District Meeting at Abingdon 
School 
Swimming Gala v Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School  –  
Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 4.45pm 

8.50-10.50am Remembrance 
Chapel Service  
2.00pm Deadline for handing in 
Year 7 and Year 8 Short Story 
Writing Competition Entries 
Hockey v Berkhampstead 
Preparatory School – U9A 
3.30pm; U9B 4.10pm 
7.00pm Dean Close Foundation 
Choral Concert at Tewkesbury 
Abbey: The Armed Man (DCPS 
Chamber Choir and Schola 
Cantorum)  

8.15-9.30am Year 7 and 8 
Parents’ Coffee Morning in 
Centenary Atrium 
Rugby Festival at The Downs 
Wraxall –U8s Away 10.00am 
Rugby v The Downs Wraxall 
Preparatory School – U10A, 
U10B and U10C Home 10.00am; 
U9A and U9B Away 10.00am 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS XIN-YAN HUANG 

Chaplains Assistant 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer:  Dislikes describing 
herself. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Breakfast (you can eat 
breakfast foods any time of the 
day!)  
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To be in the Lion King on 
the West End.  
  
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Always test whether the 
jelly is set, by tipping it slightly, 
before committing it to your tray. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: A Brooklyn detective. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Climbing one of the 
Himalayan mountains aged 16. 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 12-16 NOVEMBER 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

At DCPS, we are marking the week with various activities and 
events: breaktime sock competition being just one of them. We 
would like the children to bring in on Monday the 12th a very 
bright, long or short pair of socks. They will swap socks and wear 
them for that day and the next if they wish. Girls can wear them 
over tights if they prefer. They will have the opportunity to swap 
back in Friday tutor time. Obviously this runs the risk of socks 
getting lost, so please name them if you prefer. 


