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Dean Close
Remembers
Various events this week, around the nation and at Dean Close, will conclude our commemorations to mark the
centenary of the signing of the Armistice Treaty in 1918, signalling the end of World War One.
During the week, pupils have learnt more about this unforgettable period in the country’s history; in lessons, in
assemblies, through the pop-up museum in the atrium and through designing their own poppy creations. To pay
tribute to the 135 former pupils who died during the four year conflict, the school organised a programme of events
and activities that has spanned the last six months and involved pupils from across the Dean Close Foundation.
At this solemn time, I believe it is right that we should all give thanks and our Remembrance Service was a poignant
reminder of the sacrifice given by many in the service of their country. I am grateful that so many of our current
forces families were able to attend.
By Mr Moss, Headmaster

Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

We are thrilled to announce that Cassian Pichler-Roca is the BBC Radio 2 Young Chorister
of the Year 2018!
Cassian travelled to Manchester for a full day of rehearsals before recording for BBC Radio
2. During this, Cassian sang in competition with three other finalists, who were selected
from choirs across the UK. It is never easy to go first in a competition, but Cassian made it
look and sound easy, singing ‘Light of the World’ by Dankworth and ‘Christ Triumphant’
beautifully and professionally. He was also interviewed by Blue Peter host Radzi
Chinyanganya and came across brilliantly.
Since the competition, Cassian has recorded a CD with the winning Girl Chorister and the
BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, been interviewed by BBC Points West and is being booked for
various other high profile engagements. Well done, Cassian!
By Mr Lake,
Choral Scholar

The half term has once again started with gusto and
the pupils are back in full swing with their busy
schedules. As part of the Year 6 curriculum the
children are given the opportunity to learn how to
touch-type. Within our computer based world this
is a vital skill and one that many adults wish they
could do. The children all enjoyed the course and
whilst challenging, their skills are rapidly improving.
I would encourage all the children to practise these
skills whenever using the computer.
By Mr Walters, Deputy Head Academic

Luke Billings, in Year 8, is representing Dean Close at the
Open Schools Slalom Competition at Milton Keynes on
November 12th. Having spent the last 8 years growing up in
the French Alps, he has spent all of his winters on snow, skiing
since the age of 5.
After moving back
to the UK in May
and facing the harsh
reality that there
are no mountains in
Gloucestershire(!),
he was thrilled to
d i s c o v e r
Gloucester
Ski
Centre and attends
training
on
a
Sunday evening in
preparation for the
race.

Girls’ Sport
After two weeks off a big block
fixture against Clifton was always
going to be a stern test! We had a
complete mixture of results with the
best being big wins for the 1st & 2nd
VIIs, 10-3 and 6-0 respectively. The
U9Bs and U10Bs played well to gain
narrow victories.

Boys’ Sport
The U13A and U13B rugby 7s sides
enjoyed a successful day on
Wednesday, winning both
tournaments. It was great to see
both sides play such good rugby
and work so hard for each other.
The U12A and U12B also put in a
good showing at the U12
tour nament at Cheltenh am
College.

@DCPSmusic

What a treat it has been for Mrs Godley and Mr McVittie this week as most
pupils have come back ready and raring to perform in Class Performance
Week! This is an opportunity that we give our pupils every term to enjoy
playing to their friends in their class. It has been wonderful to hear the results
of the dedicated hours of
practice that has already
gone into this year. From
both our established
musicians, but also from
those who have just
started in the last six
weeks.
Well done to everyone.

Artist of the Week
Matilda Orritt - 3ED
Pupils in Years 3-5 who partake in
the sketchbook programme have
been looking at Picasso portraits.
They had to produce a selfportrait in a similar style to the
one they had chosen and this is
Matilda’s in response to Picasso’s
‘Child with a Dove’. She has really
captured the way he blended
colours and also how he
incorporated a dark line around
his subject. Well done, Matilda!

House Cross Country Results
Junior Boys—Edward Wilsher
Junior Girls—Verity Lilley
Inter Boys— Arthur Clarkson
Inter Girls—Sophie Wilsher
Senior Boys— Silas Jack
Senior Girls— Corinna Clarkson

House Results
Junior Boys—Wilton
Junior Girls— Deacon
Inter Boys— Wilton
Inter Girls— Yeaman
Senior Boys— Deacon
Senior Girls— Oaksey
Overall— Yeaman

Chaplaincy

This next week there will be many acts of remembrance for those who have
sacrificially fought for their country to benefit others.
In CUs we looked at Jesus’ death in
John 19, where he gave up his life so
that many people could have life
with God. He cared for those
around him until the very end. If
you’d like to, why not say a prayer
of thanks for those who protect us
and for their families this week?

Q&A

Get to Know

ahead
Boarders’ Truce Football Match
followed by a Wartime Tea and
Film Evening

8.30-8.50am – Sock swap in tutor
time and break time competition
for brightest and craziest socks
9.00am Flu Vaccination
Programme in Caldecote
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
5.15pm Senior Christian Union

U13 IAPS Hockey National Finals
at Millfield
10.50am Graffiti wall in F1 and
film making
2.00pm Be a Chorister for the
Day

9.00-11.30am Year 8 Trip to
Gloucester Mosque
Rugby v Pinewood School –
U13A, U13B, U10A and U10B
Away 2.30pm; U12A, U12B,
U11A and U11B Home 2.30pm
Rugby Festival at Clifton College
Preparatory School – U13C Away
2.00pm cancelled

Hockey v St. Hugh’s Preparatory
School – 1st VII Away 2.15pm;
2nd VII Away 3.00pm; U9A and
U9B Home 1.30pm; 3rd VII, 4th
VII, 5th VII and U11C Home
2.15pm; U11A, U11B, U10A and
U10B Home 3.00pm
Rugby Festival at Wycliffe College
Preparatory School - U9A and
U9B Away 2.00pm

10.50am Graffiti wall in F1 and
film making
4.30-6.00pm Year 3, Year 4 and
Year 5 Parents’ Evening
5.30pm Schola Cantorum sing
Evensong in Chapel
7.15pm Music Scholars’ Concert
in Prince Michael Hall

8.30-8.50 Sock swap back in tutor
time if you wish.
2.30pm Hall Service
Hockey – U13 In2Hockey County
round Home 10.00am
Rugby v Berkhampstead – U9A,
U9B and U8s Home 3.30pm
4.30-6.00pm Year 3, Year 4 and
Year 5 Parents’ Evening
6.00pm DCPS and DCS Boarding
Sibling Tea in Dean Close
Preparatory School Dining Room

Our Staff
MISS SOPHIE CLINK
Gap Tutor

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: Kind, caring and happy.
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: Dinner, because it can be
a time to see family and friends.
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: To own my own hotel.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: Everything happens for a
reason, I always try to remember
that.
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: To work and train as an
Olympic swimmer.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: Getting through my
A-levels.

WW1 - Lt Birch
747 Old Decanians were in the armed services during WW1. Of
them, 135 are known to have died and a further 140 seriously
wounded. Lieutenant George Birch (pictured) is the first know
OD to have died in WW1, he died on the 14th September 1914,
aged 19.
We Will Remember Them.

