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Anti-Bullying
Week

Achievements

To support their learning in History,
Year 5 have been given the chance to
complete an independent project on
Tudor homes. Mrs Ridsdale was
really pleased with Christina’s model,
complete with flickering candlelight in
the windows.

The emphasis this year is on Choose Respect. There is already a
strong awareness in the School to avoid bullying at all costs; learning
to respect each other’s differences and live with them has been a focal
point which remains a challenge for us all. Celebrating difference has
also been reflected in the graffiti wall and the very exciting
film-making!
The School has been ablaze with sock colours of every sort
imaginable, and often not matching! The National resources for AntiBullying are fascinating and very attractive to the year groups involved.
There is an excellent parent link too: https://www.antibullyingalliance.org.uk/tools-information/advice-parents/interactiveanti-bullying-tool-parents
By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing
Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

By Mr Gould
Head of Teaching and Learning

Leading by example

This coming week we have the 11+ scholarship trials taking place. This is
an opportunity for a number of our internal pupils and a selection of
external pupils to take part in a wide variety of assessments to observe
their skills within a specific area. We begin the week with academic
assessments and then move through music, sport, drama, art and DT.
To help those children in our current Year 6 I asked a number of current
scholars to give some words of advice - beyond making sure pupils listen
carefully and read all the questions:
‘Don’t be shy, be confident’
Silas Jack
Year 8 Academic and Music Scholar
‘Don’t be too scared to ask for advice
during the day’
Lara Hill
Year 8 Sports and Academic Scholar
‘Make sure you are yourself, share your
thoughts and ideas’
Emily Cox
Year 8 Foundation Scholar
By Mr Walters, Deputy Head Academic

I was delighted this week to be able
to announce to the School the
appointment of the Prep School's
Head Boy and Head Girl, together
with their deputies, for this academic
year. During the interview process,
Mrs Hunt (Head of Pastoral) and I
were amazed at the maturity and
clarity of understanding of this
important ambassadorial role, shown
by each of the Year 8 candidates. It
was by no means an easy choice, as
we selected Maia Dimmer as Head
Girl and Billy Harris as Head Boy;
congratulations to them both. In a
week in which so many of our senior
pupils were inspired, whether on the
hockey pitch, as musical scholars or in
the classroom, the process once again
revealed the vital role that our pupils
in Year 8 play in setting the correct
tone and in leading by example
around school.

This year’s Charity Fair is raising funds for Family Space, a
locally-based charity that offers a 'Helping Hand with the ups
and downs of family life.’ It provides a befriending service,
support groups for mums, parenting classes, a safe space for
separated parents to meet with their children and ‘stay and
play’ sessions for young families. This is our chosen charity at
DCPS for the year and we are very excited to be supporting
them in their work in Cheltenham. A representative from
Family Space will be joining us for the Fair.
On this very significant Remembrance Sunday, the
Boarders spent some time considering the impact
of the First World War, and particularly the end of
the war in November 1918. We considered the
impact of a truce, even if it was temporary, and
marked the occasion with a ‘re-enactment’ of the
legendary ‘truce football match’.
By Mrs Gould, Fortfield Housemistress

Pupils may wear mufti on the day, for which they will have to
pay £1.00 and they can bring up to £5.00 to spend during the
afternoon.
We are looking for special items to be able to auction,
perhaps pledges that would encourage
visiting parents to give generously.
If you have anything to donate, please contact
Mrs Hunt, alhunt@deanclose.org.uk
by Wednesday 21st November.

Girls’ Sport
On Tuesday our U13 girls competed
in the IAPS National finals, having
won their regional competition last
month. They won all their pool
games (the only school in the whole
competition to do so) and then won
their quarter-final against Cranleigh,
always a very strong hockey school.
In the semi-final against
Framlingham, also regulars at
National Level, we conceded a soft
penalty corner which was brilliantly
taken, were denied an equaliser by
the edge of the GKs pads and the
width of the post…..meaning the
dream of becoming National
Champions was gone. However,
huge credit to the girls that they
picked themselves up to win the
3rd / 4th play off and are officially
the 3rd best prep school team in the
country.

@DCPSmusic

The Armed Man, by Karl Jenkins is a 50 minute piece, which acts as a Mass of
Remembrance for those who died in war. Last Friday, Chamber Choir, Schola
Cantorum and some staff from the prep school sang this work in Tewkesbury
Abbey, accompanied by the Regency Symphony orchestra, conducted by Mr
Bell. The powerful movements, with terrifying loud drums and trumpets
representing the battlefield, and beautiful songs of peace such as the
Benedictus, were
exciting to sing with
choirs from the
Senior School, St
John's on - the - Hill
and the school
Choral Society. A
fitting memorial for
those who died in
war 100 years ago.

Artist of the Week
Nick Milne
8O
Nick is an Art Scholar and has
been busy working independently
on this amazing piece for some
time. It is his first experience of oil
paints. He also made his very own
fabric, designing and cutting a
piece of lino to print from. This
piece portrays the terrible things
the Africans had to bear over the
years under Mugabe’s rule.

Boys’ Sport
On Saturday the U8 and U9 teams
took part in rugby fixtures away at
the Downs Wraxall. They all played
very well, however, they deserve
particular praise for their attitude
and resilience when faced with
some horrendous rain and cold
temperatures. On Wednesday the
U13B and U12B enjoyed a
combined win against Pinewood
and the U11A continued their fine
run of victories. In the pool it was
encouraging to see the Year 3
pupils enjoy their first swimming
gala and the Year 6 swimmers
enjoy a win against Beaudesert.

Chaplaincy

After a deeply moving Remembrance
service in the chapel on 9th November,
we have begun a new Friday series.
Before Half Term, we were asking why
we do what we do in our services with a
series titled ‘Why? Why? Why?’ Now we
are looking at ‘Lives which change the
World.’ We will see how some influential
Christians made a real difference to the
world in which we live and what we at
DCPS can learn from them.

Q&A

Get to Know

ahead
Rugby v The King’s School
Worcester – U13A and U13B
Away 2.30pm; U12A and U12B
cancelled Home 2.30pm
Hockey v Clifton College
Preparatory School – 1st XI and
2nd XI Home 12.40pm
Boarders’ Grub Crawl
10.00-5.00pm The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe
rehearsal: Whole Cast required
11+ Entry Exams for External
Candidates plus Internal Academic
Candidates
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
4.35pm Prefects’ Meeting with
Headmaster in CH2
5.15pm Senior Christian Union

U11A and U11B Away 2.00pm
Rugby Festival at Dean Close –
U10A, U10B and U10C Home
2.00pm
Severnside Hockey Tournament –
1st VII and 2nd VII Home 1.30pm
Severnside Hockey Tournament –
U11A and U10A Away (Wycliffe
Preparatory School) 2.00pm
Hockey v Cheltenham College
Preparatory School – 6th VII,
U11B, U11C and U10B Away
2.15pm; 4th VII, 8th VII, U9A and
U9B Away 3.00pm; U8 Home
3.45pm

11+ Sports Scholarship Trials

11+ Drama, Art and Design
Technology Scholarship Auditions
12.00pm Chapel Service
2.30-3.45pm Charity Fair

11+ Music Scholarship Auditions
1.30pm Performance Platform
Centenary Hall

Exeat

Rugby 7s at Pinewood School –
U13A Away 12.00
Rugby Festival at Cheltenham
College Preparatory School –

Exeat. Boarding Houses open
from 6.00pm – Boarders return
by 7.30pm

Our Staff
MR MORGAN SMITH
Caldecote Gap Tutor

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: Ready for Exeat.
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: Breakfast – first chance
to feed the caffeine addiction
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: To visit every continent.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: Say yes, don’t regret
saying no.
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: A football scout for a
premier league club.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: Graduating with a 1st
Class Degree.

Why is Hermes called Hermes?
It is named after one of the twelve Olympian Greek Gods…
Hermes, who was known as the Messenger of the Gods and the
patron of literature and sports. This was seen as a suitable name
for the paper which started in January 1994 and it still
communicates messages throughout the School community,
including sports results.

