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Achievements 

Knowing your times tables makes a 
massive difference when it comes to 
tackling maths problems. 
 
Both JJ Masters and Chester Macleod 
in Year 4 have really impressed Mr 
Wadsworth. They have worked really 
hard and can now recall times tables 
facts up to 12x12 at speed. 
 
By Mr Gould 
Head of Teaching and Learning 

With a cast and crew of 130, we embarked on rehearsals to bring    
CS Lewis’ classic tale of the Pevensie children’s evacuation to Dorset 
during the 1940s blitz in London. The infamous wardrobe leads them 
into the mystical world of Narnia where they discover the ‘Wonders’ 
promised by Professor Kirk. They journey into the realms of good and 
evil and eventually discover the wonders within themselves. The    
particular stage adaptation we chose provided a challenging script for 
our young actors and the music beautifully enhanced the atmosphere, 
as it underscored much of the dialogue. 
 

It has been a revelation to witness the development of our actors as 
they have come to realise their characters and the message            
embedded in Lewis’ story. Every year I realise that we should never 
underestimate our pupils’ abilities to rise admirably to challenges, and 
never more so than this year. 
 

By Mrs Lawrence, Head of Speech and Drama 

and the Wardrobe              



 

 

 

This week has been exceptionally busy within the Prep School with the 
Senior Play. The skills the children are learning, on stage, will continue to 
support them as they grow and develop. 
 
Whilst many children have been involved in the play, the rest of the School 
has been fully focussed in lessons. This week I was fortunate to be involved 
in a Year 3 Comprehension lesson. What was fascinating to see, was the 
children's desire to know more; rather than to be happy with the simple 
meaning of the text, they were eagerly asking questions to further their 
overall knowledge. The ability to fully comprehend a passage that we read 
is often a skill we take for granted and yet for many children this is a very 
challenging concept to develop. Next time you hear your child read, take 
the time to discuss the meaning of the story or passage in more detail and 
support and encourage their thirst for knowledge.   

 

 Positive Parental Impact 
 

School education is a three-way 
partnership between pupil, parent 
and teacher. Openness, frankness and 
common goals, with the child’s best 
interests at the heart of discussions, 
ensures that each pupil makes 
progress. During this season of 
Parents’ Evenings, I hope that you 
have benefitted from the feedback 
given by teachers, including the 
further steps your child must take to 
improve. You may also discover ways 
in which you can help as a parent. 
Research often shows that the most 
positive parental impact is to ensure 
that you keep your expectations 
realistic and provide a constant 
source of encouragement. 
Also, remember not to be 
offended by criticism of your 
child, since the teacher’s 
advice is always a 
positive step towards a 
better future. 

 

Tickets are now available for Schola Cantorum’s 
performance of Handel’s Messiah on Saturday 15th 
December at 7.00pm. The concert takes place in 
Tewkesbury Abbey and there will be mulled wine and 
soft drinks during the interval. It is the perfect way to 
start the Christmas holidays! 
 

If you would like to buy tickets please email Mrs Lyons 
at jclyons@deanclose.org.uk. Tickets cost £20.00, 
£15.00 and £12.00 (restricted view). 

The Wiltonites went for an autumnal tramp over      
Leckhampton Hill last weekend. With their wellies and 
coats on, they set off on a two hour hike, incentivised by 
the promise of tuck at the top! We had a go on a great 
rope swing and were able to spot noteworthy buildings 
looking out over Cheltenham.  
 

By Mr Fraine 
Wilton Housemaster 

Charity Fair 
A huge thank you to everyone who took 
part and supported our annual Charity Fair. 
 

We are pleased to let you know that we 
raised £3,053.02!  This money will go such 
a long way in helping Family Space. 
 

A special mention to Mr Mackenzie who 
agreed to let pupils shave his head for the 
occasion! 



 

 

 
Our second performance platform of the term 
was a huge success, both in terms of the 
wonderful playing and the large number of 
pupils performing. We had 20 different 
performers from Year 3 to Year 8, with several 
saxophonists, plenty of pianists and a variety of 
violinists alongside a harpist and trumpeter – 
what a festival!!  Special congratulations to 
Simren Kuner, Yingtai Yilmaz, Gilby Ormiston, 
and Sammy Bradley from Year 3 who gave 
their first Prep School performances and were 
so wonderfully assured on the stage. 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week
Bella has been working really hard 
on building up artwork for her 
13+ scholarship portfolio. She has 
produced some superb pieces 
inspired by flowers, her dog, 
different artists and more. The 
piece featured is in response to 
studies on people from the Sunday 
magazine. She has blended the 
colours and tones exceptionally 
creating a realistic piece. 

During advent many of us are counting 
down until we can unwrap our presents. 
For Christians, it’s a time when we 
celebrate God giving us the ultimate 
present. More than 2000 years ago, with 
the birth of Jesus, God the father gave the 
first and best Christmas present of all 
time. He gave to us his one and only Son. 
So perhaps this advent, take some time 
to remember God’s gift of Jesus where all 
the excitement of Christmas and presents 
began! 

Chaplaincy 

There were no matches for the girls 
this week but practices continued 
and the girls were amazingly positive 
in some really foul weather! It was 
great to see the senior girls not in 
the play practising together and 
witnessing the improvement made 
by some who were new to hockey 
this term. 

Bella Harris 

8C 

In the blustery conditions on 
Wednesday the U10A rugby team 
put in an excellent performance at 
the Cricklade Manor rugby 
festival.  Their team work was 
fantastic, with Lewis Chapman 
doing a great job as Captain and 
setting the right example with his 
work rate and willingness to do the 
hard gritty bits for the side.  The 
U12B side enjoyed a good win 
against Hatherop Castle and 
Cricklade Manor. The U13B team 
enjoyed their time at the Barbarian 
Festival at Cheltenham College, 
even winning by a sudden death 
golden try.  

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

U12B game against Monmouth-
cancelled 

6.00pm Schola Cantorum sing in 
Advent Carol  Service at 
Tewkesbury Abbey 
Boarders’ Lie-in Morning 

 
 
 

ABRSM Music Examinations this 
week 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 
5.45pm Prefects’ Working Supper 
with Headmaster  

11+ Academic Scholarship for 
invited candidates 
4.35pm Deacon v Yeaman 
Interhouse Quiz  postponed until 
next term 
District Swimming Gala at CLC 
4.45pm Year 7 and Year 8. 
5.30-7.15pm Year 6 Parents’ 
Meeting in Centenary Hall 
 
 
 

12.15-1.15pm Year 8 Great 
Debate in Centenary Hall: to be 
attended by Year 6, Year 7 and 
Year 8  
Rugby – Senior and Junior House 
Matches 2.00pm 

Hockey – Senior and Junior House 
matches 2.15pm  
9.30am-1.00pm Junior Forms’ 
Trip to Everyman Pantomime 
5.30-7.15pm Year 8 Parents’ 
Meeting in Centenary Hall 

Christmas Jumper Day 
Hockey – U13 & U11 In2Hockey 
County round reserve date 
2.30pm Hall Service  

Boarders’ Christmas Movie 
Cinema Trip with Christmas 
Shopping  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS RACHEL SMITH 

Health Care Supervisor 
 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Kind, thoughtful and 
conscientious.  
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Afternoon tea. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To be a food taster. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Manners cost nothing 
and open many doors.  
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Wildlife photographer. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Raising my son.  
 
 
 

 

80th Anniversary of the Kindertransport 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

In 1938-1939 10,000 children from occupied Europe, mostly Jews, 
came without their parents to Britain. Ernst Werner-Fuchs (Old 
Decanian) first went to Sherborne School before arriving at Dean 
Close in 1940. Only his sister Vera survived the war having been 
freed from a women's labour camp. His grandmother, parents and 
brother were all killed in the camps. 


