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Achievements 

In Physics, Year 8 have been carrying 
out electrical experiments. 
 
Bright sparks, Billy and Flora, worked 
hard, investigating how the length and 
type of wire affected the current in a 
circuit.  
 
By Mr Gould 
Head of Teaching and Learning 

Would you rather live in a bustling city - full of culture, excitement and 
opportunity - or breathe in the clear, crisp air of the beautiful British 
Countryside? We found out the opinions of our Year7s and 8s in this 
year's YR8Gr8DB8! This year’s motion was as follows: “This House 
believes cities are better than villages”. 

Points for and against were eloquently presented, by our four speakers, 
Ella Taylor and Cam Stevens (proposing the motion) and Amelie 
Lindsay and Jamie Richardson (opposing the motion), with just enough 
heat to make it respectfully exciting! Some really brilliant, well thought 
out discussions, attacks and defences finished off our proceedings, as 
the 200 pupil strong audience were invited to put forward their 
thoughts and questions. This year's debate was one of the very best.  
 

In the final vote, the motion was defeated with 39% in favour, 
compared with 60% against (and one abstainer). Mr Shelley reflected 
enthusiastically on the event: “I was so proud of our four speakers – 
they showed poise, wit, intelligence and persuasive power! Getting up 
in front of 200 people and delivering a speech is a daunting prospect for 
many an adult; these children are gaining confidence, along with hugely 
valuable skills for life.  I was equally proud of our audience – the 200 or 
so Year 6, 7 and 8 pupils who listened so carefully and then asked such 
pertinent questions before casting their individual votes.  Here’s to the 
promotion of strong, democratic values!” 
 

By Mr Shelley, Head of English 



 

 

The ability to solve complex problems and to apply learnt skills to real life 
problems, is a key area of development as children grow, and is a vital 
expectation of our academic scholars. 
 

This week I have been involved in the second round of the Academic 
Scholarship Trials. Children from a variety of schools across the country 
joined several DCPS students for a rigorous day of both formal exams and 
oral presentations. As part of the process, every child was asked to prepare 
a short speech on an area of current affairs that interests them. These talks 
are often fascinating and it is very enlightening to hear children’s views on 
key issues that we face today. I would encourage you to take the time to 
talk about Brexit and other world issues with your children. They are keen 
to learn and offer some interesting thoughts and ideas. 
 

I would also like to thank all those parents who were able to attend the 
Year 6 and Year 8 Parents’ Meetings this week. I hope you found the 
evening useful.  
 

By Mr Walters 
Deputy Head Academic 

 

 Generations together 
 

According to Age UK, over one 
million older Britons report going 
more than a month without speaking 
to a friend, neighbour or relative. At 
this time of the year, this is a 
particularly sad statistic. Therefore, I 
am pleased that the pupils at the Prep 
School will play their small part in 
bridging the intergenerational divide 
at our 'Grandparent and Retirement 
Home Christmas Concert' next week. 
As the children attend to their visitors 
and display their many musical talents, 
they will not only be 
spreading some Christmas 
sparkle, but will also be 
reminded of how 
rewarding it is to 
serve; especially 
those who are 
less busy, but 
m o r e  l i f e 
experienced, 
than them. 

Having won BBC R2 Young Chorister of the Year, 
Cassian has had a busy week.  On Tuesday he was a 
solo guest at the Institute of Cancer Research ‘Carols 
from Chelsea’ concert.  This is the highlight of the 
Institute’s social calendar held in the beautiful 
surroundings of Wren’s Chapel at the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea.   Two days later he returned to London as a 

guest soloist for the NSPCC 
Childline ‘Merry Little Christmas’ 
concert held at Holy Trinity 
Church, Sloane Square.  We are 
very proud of him. 
 

If you would like to hear Cassian 
sing nearer to home, why not 
come to the choir’s performance 
of Messiah on Saturday 15th 
December at Tewkesbury 
Abbey.  Tickets are available from 
M r s  J a n e  L y o n s 
(jclyons@deanclose.org.uk) 

Wilton had a fantastic morning at Eastnor Pottery last 
weekend. Sarah showed them how to make two pinch 
pots, join them and then decorate them to create their 
own ‘critter’. They were then painted and left to be fired 
and glazed. The children all worked so hard and their 
creations looked brilliant! 
 

By Mrs Fraine 
Wilton Housemistress 



 

 

A definite Advent-y feel for the music department this week as we get 
ready for the Carol Service and Christmas Cracker (Brass group are 
pictured). However, we must also look back and offer special 
congratulations to Freddie Barr and Michael Lei for their superb 
professional performances as part of the band for the play. Pupils are also  
reminded to keep their practice going over Christmas, as when everyone 
r e t u r n s  i n 
January,  pupils come 
back to the House Music 
Competition in class 
music lessons. Everyone 
should have a piece 
performance ready on 
each of the instruments 
they learn. Good luck! 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Year 8 have been busy working on 
a piece inspired by soldiers killed 
in WW1. They have all made 
sweetheart pincushions and 
presented them creatively using 
other media to decorate. Maddie 
Thompson based hers on family 
member, Mortimer G Thompson 
who was killed in the Great War. 
More of these moving pieces will 
be available to view soon. 

'This week in Christian Union we finished 
our series looking at God’s Big Story. 
We’ve had so much fun going from 
creation to when Jesus will one day come 
back again! To celebrate, we had 
Christmas parties in all the CUs! If you 
think you might want to join the fun next 
term, then don’t let anything stop you 
from checking us out on a Monday 
afternoon! Look on the chaplaincy board 
for further details.' 

Chaplaincy 

Last Friday we entered a team of 
U12s in the county round of England 
Hockey’s In2hockey championship. 
The girls played superb hockey and 
won comfortably, scoring 13 goals 
and conceding only 2. On Saturday, 
the 1st XI finished a hugely 
successful season with a convincing 
5-0 against RGS Worcester. 

Maddie Thompson 

8O 

On Saturday there were a number 
of tough well fought matches 
against Monmouth school. The 
U13A lost in a close game while the 
U12A put together their best 
performance of the term winning 
by one try.  In the swimming pool 
the U13A Boys relay side came 
second in the medley relay and won 
the freestyle relay at the District 
swimming gala on Thursday. 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

DCPS Poetry Competition – all 
the pupils to choose a poem to 
learn by heart over holidays, 
ready for the first day of Lent 
Term, 2019 
No prep in the final week – the 
pupils may go home from 4.35pm 
Music activities continue as 
normal but no activities this week 
(except for Year 7 and Year 8 
Gymnastics on Tuesday 12th 
December) 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 
Boarders’ Christmas Dinner  

Junior and Senior Orchestra, 
S w i n g  B a n d  r e m e m b e r 
instruments for Wednesday and 
Thursday (+ tinsel etc...) 
11.00am DCPS Chamber Choir 
sing at the DCPPS Christingle 
Service in Chapel. 
6.30pm Schola Cantorum Service 
of Lessons and Carols at 
Tewkesbury Abbey 
5.30-7.15pm Year 7 Parents’ 
Meeting in Centenary Hall 

 
 
 

11.00am Grandparents and  

Retirement Home Christmas 
Concert 
3.30pm All games kit be taken 
home including hockey sticks for 
both boys and girls. PE kit for all 
years except Years 6 and 7 be 
taken home. Years 6 and 7 have 
PE on Thursday. 
7.30pm DCS Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols in Chapel all 
welcome. 
5.00pm ‘A Christmas Cracker’ 

performed to the Parents (No 
tickets required) Pick up 6.15pm. 
6.30pm Boarding Parents’ Supper 
in the Dean Close Preparatory 
Dining Room  

11.30am DCPS Carol Service by 
Candlelight in Chapel  
All welcome. At the end of the 
Service all pupils will return to the 
Prep School (houses) from  
where they can be signed out. 
12.45pm Term ends 
1.00pm Houses close 

7.00pm Schola  Cantorum 
perform Handel: Messiah at 
Tewkesbury Abbey  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS ELLIE DONALDSON 

Year 3 Teacher (Maternity Cover) 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Enthusiastic, smiley and 
hardworking. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Brunch is my favourite 
meal of the day (Avocado on 
toast)! 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To climb Kilomanjaro 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: If there is a choice 
between being right or kind. 
Choose kind.  
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: MI5 – experience life as a 
spy! 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Winning a National 
School Handwriting Competition 
last year in the teacher category. 

 

Did you know? 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

This is the 80th year that Dean Close has played Rugby, prior to 
1938, the pupils played football instead of Rugby.  The first football 
match against opposition was played at Dean Close on 3rd 
October 1892 versus the Old Cheltonians…we won 9-2! The 
1892 Dean Close football team is pictured. 


