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Achievements 

In Class Drama, Year 5 have been 
focusing on script work and put    
together an hilarious montage of    
pantomimes which they performed 
brilliantly at the Christmas Cracker 
yesterday.  It showed how powerful 
it can be when learning is given a 
clear and purposeful context. 
 
By Mr Gould 
Head of Teaching and Learning 

Christmas Dinner       

“Oh, what a night!” Everything was exactly as it should be for the 
Boarders’ Christmas dinner this week. The boys and men looked so 
smart, the girls and ladies outdid themselves with their best clothes, the 
food was festively delicious, the rocket balloons were whizzy and the 
glow sticks were glowing. It’s always such a great celebration of being 
together as a Boarding family for Christmas, whilst being edged with 
sadness as we say our goodbyes to staff and friends leaving at the end of 
this term. It ended perfectly, as always, with the Boarders’ Christmas 
song and Carols around Mr McVittie’s piano. From the Boarding 
Community, “Merry Christmas to all, and to all, a Goodnight!” 
 

By Mrs Gould, Boarding Coordinator 



 

 

Another busy term at Dean Close draws to an end and as we reflect over 
all that has gone on it is no wonder the children are ready for a break.  
Alongside all the extra activities, plays, sports events, trips etc.  They have 
also fitted in an incredible amount of learning.  The children who you 
dropped at their Houses on the first day have developed, grown and learnt 
new skills for the next steps ahead. 
 

As I reflect on this term and my time in the School I would like to say a big 
thank you to all of the Dean Close family.  From the first day I arrived at the 
School I have been made to feel part of the community; from the friendly 
parents, the ever supportive staff and the wonderful children.  DCPS has 
been an incredible place to be a part of.  I wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year. 
 

By Mr Walters, Deputy Head Academic 

 Christmas Joy 
 

With so many spectacular Christmas 
events taking place at school over this 
last week of term, it has been hard 
not to join with the children in feeling 
intoxicated with excitement! As 
festive music and drama envelop 
DCPS, it is understandable that 
classroom teaching might also be 
slightly tinsel-fringed too - Christmas 
Maths puzzles; Snowflake Science; 
Wintery poetry and perhaps even a 
look at the Geography of Lapland? 
However, it is the times of quiet 
reflection during our chapel services, 
when I have been most impressed 
with our pupils. They have shown an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
most significant gift at this time, 
as we have focused on the 
true meaning of Christmas 
joy. Wishing you all a 
relaxing and reflective 
break, as well as a very 
Happy Christmas! 

 

We enjoyed an entertaining visit to the pantomime!  I  
really liked the different songs and we all sang along to 
the ones we knew!  The show was based on the story of 
Aladdin and was full of funny scenes, they even started 
flossing!  The star of the show had to be Mrs Hunt’s   
favourite person, Tweedy!  He’s hilarious! 
 

By Rose Rutherford. 
Year 4 Pupil 

 

Tickets are now available 
for Schola Cantorum’s 
performance of Handel’s 
Messiah on Saturday 15th 
December at 7.00pm. 
The concert takes place 
in Tewkesbury Abbey 
and there will be mulled 
wine and soft drinks 
during the interval. It is 
the perfect way to start 
the Christmas holidays! 

 

If you would like to buy tickets please email Mrs Lyons 
at jclyons@deanclose.org.uk. Tickets cost £20.00, 
£15.00 and £12.00 (restricted view). 



 

 

On Wednesday Grandparents flooded into the hall, ushered by the Year 8 
and Year 7 waiters, for tea and fun. They enjoyed a variety of music from 
lots of different ensembles. Many of the grandparents enjoyed singalongs 
and at one point one care home resident got up and danced with me.  
 
At the end, the orchestra 
played the 12 days of Christmas 
and Deck the Halls. I’m so glad I 
could play my bassoon in front 
of all those happy faces. I really 
enjoyed the experience and a 
big thank you to Mr McVittie 
and the team.  
 
By Tom Elwes 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Isabelle has produced this lovely 
reindeer drawing which she 
decorated with lots of different 
patterns.  

Very appropriate image for this 
festive time of year!  

Well done, Isabelle! 

This week in assemblies and services, 
we have been looking at chapter one of 
John’s gospel. In verse fourteen it says 
that Jesus became man and lived on 
earth. The God who had designed 
everything from atoms to galaxies had 
become a tiny baby. They could see, 
touch, and talk to God in person. It was 
amazing! John wrote his gospel to show 
us a God-man brimming with love and 
goodness. 

Chaplaincy 

The girls have switched to netball 
for the final games sessions of term 
and have worked hard, eager to 
impress as team selection begins. 
Please could parents ensure next 
term that girls’ finger nails are kept 
short as netball regulations require 
this for safety reasons. 

Isabelle Forge  

4GW 

With the rugby season having 
finished the boys have enjoyed the 
switch over to hockey.  A lot of 
work has been done in the sessions 
so far, so we should hit the ground 
running in January.  I am also sure 
that parents and matrons have 
enjoyed not having to deal with wet 
and muddy rugby kit! 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

4.30pm Boarders return 
4.30-5.15pm Boarding Parents’ 
Meeting in Centenary Hall. 

Start of Term 
Poetry Competition 
House Music Competition 

 
 
 

Hockey - Padfield Trophy at Dean 
Close 2.00pm 

K o n g  M u s i c  T e c h n o l o g y 
Workshops for Year 7 and 8 
5.30pm Schola Cantorum First 
Service of the Term 

1.10pm Poetry Competition Year 
5 and Year 6 Semi-finals in CH3 
K o n g  M u s i c  T e c h n o l o g y 
Workshops for Year 7 and 8 
2.40pm Start of Term Chapel 
Service  
4.00pm Kong Music Technology 
Workshop for parents 
Late games session for Boys’ 
Hockey - 1st X1, 2nd X1 and 3rd 
X1 Pick up 5.30pm 

8.00am Prefects’ Meeting with the 
Headmaster 
Hockey Triangular at Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School - U9A 
and U9B 10.15pm 
Hockey Triangular at Dean Close 
- U10A, U10B, U10C 10.15am 
12.30-2.00pm Hockey Practice - 
all boys in Year 6, Year 7 and Year 
8 
Netball v Royal Grammar School 
Worcester - U13A, U13B, U13C, 
U12A, U12B, U12C Away 
1.30pm  

 
 
 

Boarders’ Trip to a Trampoline 
Park 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS ANNABEL EELBECK 

Year 5 Teacher  
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Imaginative, 
compassionate, adventurous. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Brunch! On weekends, 
as a treat. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To run a half marathon. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Reach for the stars, climb 
every mountain higher, reach for 
the stars, follow your heart’s 
desire.’  
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: A cheese quality control 
tester. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Hiking across three 
peaks in Cheltenham for a 
Gloucestershire based charity. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

This week The Old Decanian Society received a visit from 
Leo Trevett, member of Common Room at DCS from 
1958–1980.  
 
Leo celebrated his 100th Birthday at Dean Close School 


