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There is a real ‘buzz’ around the School – excitement, and possibly a few nerves 
– as children psych themselves up to recite their poems in English lessons and 
discuss “who’s going through to the semis” (the next round of the competition), 
to be held next week.  Earlier today, Mr West and Mr Wadsworth told me 
about how they brought together their two classes to enjoy hearing all the Year 
4 poems, as a whole year group.  At lunch break I found Mrs Lawrence 
surrounded by some girls in the corridor - huge smiles on their faces as they 
described how their recitations had gone!  Through the wall dividing my 
classroom from Mr Standing’s, I could just make out a distant but very 
expressive voice (one of his Year 7s performing a poem), followed by 
appreciative applause from the class.  We LOVE poetry at DCPS! 
 
By Mr Shelley, Head of English 

DCPS Poetry 
Competition 2019  New Year, better you? 

 

Welcome to a new term, at the start 
of this new calendar year. It is 
wonderful to see the children busily 
and happily occupied around school 
and facing the challenges that a 
sudden change of routine can bring. 
Tradition dictates that many of us use 
the start of another year to make a 
fresh start, to set new goals or make 
resolutions. During assembly this 
week, each pupil was challenged, as 
part of our continuing character 
education, to be 'a better you'.  Dean 
Close Prep puts great emphasis on 
cultivating virtues which contribute to 
good character and, having focused on 
kindness and resilience last term, this 
term’s emphasis is integrity. This 
valuable trait will be unpacked for the 
children in the weeks ahead, but as a 
starting point can be 
simply and helpfully seen 
as, 'doing the right thing, 
even when no one is 
watching’ (C.S 
L e w i s ) . 
A helpful, ‘better 
you' challenge 
for us all in the 
term ahead. 

 



 

 

Ever wondered what 
teachers get up to 
during INSET days? On 
Monday ,  in  the 
academic part of the 
training, teachers met 
to think about one 
word: progress. How 
can we ensure pupils 
recognise the progress 
they’ve made and the 
steps they need to take 
next to meet their 
targets?  How can we 
help pupils reflect on 

their progress and then feedback to us?  We did this for two 
reasons.  Firstly, giving pupils the tools to reflect critically on their 
learning helps make them more independent learners and boosts 
their self-efficacy – the level of confidence they have in themselves 
to reach their goals.  Secondly, regular pupil-to-teacher feedback 
is key as it means teachers can ensure they are teaching in a way 
which helps pupils fulfil their academic potential.  It’s not just the 
pupils who are learning at school! 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 

1.10pm Poetry Competition Year 5 and Year 6 Semi-finals in CH3 
4.30pm Junior and Middle Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 
5.00pm Schola Cantorum sing Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral (out 
all day) 
6.30pm Community Link Year 8 boarders support Family Space 
Event 
 

1.10pm Poetry Competition Year 7 and Year 8 Semi-finals in CH3 
4.30-5.15pm Anita Corbin Talks@DCPS: Gender and Diversity 
Talk (All Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 to attend) 

8.15am Year 3 and Year 4 Parents’ Coffee Morning in Centenary 
Atrium 
12.45pm Poetry Competition Year 3 and Year 4 Semi-finals in CH3 
Hockey v Millfield Preparatory School – 1st XI Away 2.15pm, 3rdXI 
and 5th XI Home 2.30pm, U11A and U11B Away 3.15pm, 2nd and 
4th XI Home 3.30pm 
Netball v Clifton College Preparatory School – U13C, U13D, 

U12C, U12D Away 2.15pm; U13A, U13B, U12A, U12B Away 
3.10pm; U11A, U11B, U11C, U10A, U10B, U9A Home 2.15pm; 
U9B Home 2.45pm  

Year 7 Healthy Living Day 
Swimming Gala v Cheltenham Ladies’ College – Year 7 and Year 
8 Away 4.45pm 

1.00pm Year 8 Music Scholars’ Concert at Chapel Arts, 
Cheltenham 
1.10pm Poetry Competition Year 5 and Year 6 Semi-finals in 
CH3 
2.30pm Hall Service  
Late games session for Boys’ Hockey – 1st XI, 2nd XI and 3rd XI 
Pick up 5.30pm 
6.00pm DCPS and DCS Sibling Tea in Dean Close Preparatory 
Dining Room 

Sporting Highlights 
Hockey 

The 1st XI hockey side retained the Padfield 
trophy on Wednesday. They started steadily 
with a 0-0 draw Bromsgrove before beating 
Warwick and Queen’s Taunton 2-0 and 3-0 
respectively. This was followed by a 0-0 
draw against Clifton.  The final game was 
against Millfield, who were also unbeaten. A 
win was required to win the trophy and the 
team produced a good solid performance 
which was capped by an audacious goal, 
courtesy of a Billy Benson lob which was 
tucked away by Henry.  Mr Jones was 
thrilled with the performance of everyone 
but special mention goes to Oliver Heron 
for his tireless running and effective play.  


