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Achievements 

The DCPS Poetry Competition final 
was a delicious cake consisting of the 
following ingredients: 15 superbly 
confident and expressive performers, 
330 attentive, appreciative members 
of the audience and one astute,     
encouraging adjudicator – Mrs Frett, 
Headmistress of St.John’s on-the-Hill. 

Warwick Castle       

On Monday the Year 7s went to Warwick Castle for a History trip. 
When we arrived, we saw the enormous castle wall. We walked 
through the drawbridge and went into the courtyard. Tim, the guide, 
told us all about the best way to attack. There were a lot of interesting 
ways to attack the castle including battering down the gates, using a 
trebuchet and tunnelling under the walls. Then he started telling us the 
ways people used to defend the castle. There were some really nasty 
ways to keep out the others such as pouring boiling urine down the 
murder holes! 
 

At the end of the trip, we got to go to the maze.  The maze was easier 
than I expected! Thank you to all the staff who took us. It was really 
fun. 
 

By Daniel Wu, 7D 

Well done to our three winners: 
Alba Carames-Lane, Isaac Stott and 
Maia Dimmer. 
 
By Mr Shelley, 
Head of English 



 

 

How do you feel when you make a mistake? Some people feel determined 
to improve, while others feel mistakes confirm that they are no good and 
give up.  Neuroscientists are learning more about our brains and have found 
out that, if we have a positive mind-set, if we see mistakes as learning 
opportunities, then we actually bounce back from mistakes and make fewer 
in future. 
 

Work needs to be difficult at times to ensure we are learning and not just 
performing. Sadly, some children are fearful of making mistakes as they 
think a mistake will prove they are not clever. Whilst we shouldn’t aim to 
make mistakes, we should accept that they will happen and in fact, mistakes 
are positive opportunities for us to learn and improve. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 Stage presence 
This week the whole school 
witnessed extraordinary examples of 
the eloquence of the spoken word in 
our Poetry Competition finals. 
Congratulations to all those who 
performed on stage with such 
expression and courage, as well as to 
the many who delighted their 
classmates in the previous rounds of 
t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  F u r t h e r 
opportunities to impress take place 
next week, with well over half of our 
pupils sitting their LAMDA (London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) 
examinations for which they have 
been well-drilled by Mrs 
Lawrence and Miss Cooper 
- as well as considerable 
encouragement from 
home, no doubt. We 
wish them all well as 
they take to the 
stage once again. 
 

Wiltonites ‘stead of lounging in bed, 
Took a field trip to Oxford instead. 
Did a mystery trail, 
Saw a skeleton whale, 
And gawped at Pitt-Rivers shrunken heads. 
 

By Mr Fraine 
Wilton Houseparent 

At the beginning of the 
Lent Term, the Choristers 
had the privilege of singing 
Evensong at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, London.  St 
Paul’s is probably one of 
t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s 
cathedrals in the world, 
and the Choristers 
r e h e a r s e d  t h e i r 
performance in the song 

school which is in the crypt where many great men and women, 
including Lord Nelson and the Duke of Wellington, are buried. 
 

The cathedral was packed for Evensong with 200 or more guests 
seated under the magnificent dome and the quire was full of family, 
friends and supporters from Tewkesbury Abbey and Dean Close.  
 

Chorister Morgan said, “It was a really enjoyable day and a wonderful 
experience, even though I was very tired as I didn’t get home until 
quite late. We sang some amazing music and lots of people told us 
how beautiful we sounded in the magnificent cathedral” 
 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 



 

 

Sporting 
Highlights 

The Year 8 Music Scholars performed to a packed Chapel Arts in 
Cheltenham last Friday. Michael Lei opened the concert at the piano, and 
later excelled on the violin. The piano was popular amongst the scholars 
with performances from Cassian Pichler-Roca who played Chopin, and 
Ubani Adelagun playing Schubert, amongst others. 
Silas Jack and Emily Cox delighted on the violin and the audience were 
captivated by Tomos Bowen as he sang Pot and Kettle.  Brass 
performances came from 
Gabriella Rogers (French Horn) 
a n d  J a m i e  R i c h a r d s o n 
(Trumpet) playing Tequila 
Sunrise. The concert ended 
with a toe-tapping Isn’t she 
lovely played by Freddie Barr 
on the guitar.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

A couple of pupils have been 
working towards the 13+ Art 
Scholarship and they have been 
very busy building up a body of 
work showing their range of ability 
across many different mediums 
and skills. Bella Harris has 
produced this lovely vibrant oil 
pastel piece inspired by David 
Hockney’s landscapes.  

Next week is going to be a very exciting week! The DCPS Chaplaincy team will 
be running a ‘Think Big Week’ where we will be thinking about some of life’s 
big questions. Every day, we will be posting a new question on the Chaplaincy 
board and hosting discussions 
outside Mr Cahill’s classroom 
during break times. We would 
love pupils to join us (and two 
special guests) with any 
questions or thoughts about 
God, life and Christianity.  

Bring your thinking caps! 

Chaplaincy 

There has been a lot of good netball 
played in the last week. On Saturday 
the Year 7 and 8 girls went to The 
Dragon School and came away with 
our best ever set of results against 
them, and on Wednesday the U12A 
team won the  Severns ide 
tournament. Great work, girls! 

Bella Harris 

8C 

In the last week it has been great 
getting the Year 3s out for their 
first hockey matches against 
Cheltenham College. On a cold 
morning all the boys equipped 
themselves really well.  The seniors 
enjoyed matches against Kingswood 
and Clifton. A 7-2 win over Clifton 
for the 1st VII and a 4-1 win for the 
4ths were particular highlights along 
with a well-fought 3-3 draw for the 
6th.  

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

Exeat  
 
 
 

Exeat Houses open from 6.00pm 
– Boarders return by 7.30pm  

 
 
 

Chaplaincy ‘Think Big’ Week  
Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 CAT4 
Testing 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

LAMDA Examinations  
4.35pm Interhouse Quiz Yeaman 
v Boarders in CH2 

 
 
 

Hockey v Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School– 1st VII, 2nd 
VII Home 2.00pm, 3rd VII, 4th VII 
Away 2.00pm, 5th VII, 6th VII 
Home 3.00pm. 
Hockey v Magdalen College 
School– U11A and U11C Away 
2.00pm, U1B Away 2.45pm 
Hockey v The Dragon School – 
U10A and U10C Away 2.00pm, 
U10B and U10D Away 2.45pm 

Netball v Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College – U13A, U13B, U13C, 
U13D Home 2.45pm; U12A, 
U12B, U12C, U12D, U12E Away 
2.45pm 
Netball v St Edward’s Preparatory 
School – U11A, U11B, U10A, 
U10B, U10C Away 2.45pm  

1.30pm Performance Platform in 
Centenary Hall 
4.35pm Interhouse Quiz Oaksey v 
Deacon CH2 

9.30am Year 2 Information 
Morning in Centenary Hall 
Hockey Festival at Clifton College 
Preparatory School – U9A, U9B 
and U8s Away 10.00am 
Hockey v Magdalen College 
School – 3rd VII, 4thVII, 5th VII 
and 6th VII Home 12.30pm 
Boarders’ Roller Disco Night 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS CAROLINE ABEL 

Fortfield Gapper 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Dedicated, laid-back and 
silly. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Dinner - the food is 
always the best.  
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: I wish I could sing, I love 
listening to people sing but 
unfortunately I am not very good 
myself. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: To do what you love, not 
what others tell you is right. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: A professional water 
slide tester!  
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Competing in National 
Clubs for gymnastics. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

We were lucky enough to receive this 
‘foot locker’ from the 1920s into the 
Archives last week.  
It belonged to Old Decanain Edward 
Henry Parker Gibbon. Foot lockers were 
associated with military personnel to hold 
their belongings although we think this 
was used as a tuck box!  


