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E-Safety 

 

This week, pupils from all year groups have been                     
thinking about ways to protect themselves and others when 
online. This week was chosen as it coincides with the 
national, Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 5th February. In 
PSHCE lessons and morning sessions with tutors, the 
children have been having discussions and watching videos 
provided by the UK Safer Internet Centre. This has given 
pupils the opportunity to ask questions and think about the 
possible risks. 
 

At break times, there have been various activities tailored to 
different age groups. A quiz was available for the older 
pupils, while the Junior Forms had the chance to get creative 
and design an Internet Safety emoji. Pupils were also were able to play some online games that teach some important 
skills about what to share and what can be trusted online.  
 

These activities link to Computing and PSHCE lessons throughout the year that help pupils to become well informed 
and make positive choices as digital citizens.  By Miss Rubringer, Head of Computing and Digital Learning 

Over 1,700 schools took part in the Safer Internet 
Day last year and these were the statistics that came 
out following the event: 
 

Some of the themes we have looked at have been 
about consent, for example when newly downloaded 
apps ask to access your location. 
 

www.saferinternet.org.uk 
 

By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing 

 



 

 

In Assembly on Thursday we reflected on what we associate with the colour 
red.  For example, red is linked to important things which need to stand 
out, such as road signs and lights on a bike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From now on, teachers will mark in any colour which stands out from 
pupils’ work, apart from red. Red pen is reserved for pupils when they are 
editing and improving their work.  This refining process, often carried out in 
DIRT (Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time), is a crucial part of the 
learning journey.  Work is very rarely completed as well as it could be on 
the first attempt.  Lots of red pen will therefore be a good thing as it will 
show that real learning is taking place and remind pupils of the progress they 
are making. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 Feelings and Friendships 
 

This week the pupils have been 
reminded of the wide range of 
individuals to turn to when feelings of 
anxiety or upset occur. Whilst it is 
wonderful to see pupils so happy 
around school, we know that for all 
children life can be a bumpy road at 
times. Through our pro-active 
pastoral care structures, and 
complemented by our thorough 
PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship education) programme, 
pupils are regularly reminded of the 
importance of disclosing their 
concerns and thereby improving their 
well-being. As staff get to 
know and nurture each 
individual in our care, 
children become 
more confident in 
managing their 
feelings and their 
friendships. 
 

The boarders took over the Old Gym on 
Saturday night for some old school, Roller 
Disco fun. With the choice of in-line skates or 
quad roller boots, disco lights and music, and 
a few games thrown in, it was a great way to 
get the endorphins going!  
 
By Mrs Gould, 
Fortfield Housemistress 

Last month the choristers had their 
first recording session in the 
Abbey. They are working on a new 
CD of music written by Sir Edward 
Bairstow, who was an organist at York 
Minster during the first half of the 20th 
century and composed many anthems, 
psalm chants and hymn tunes. 
 

Recording sessions have to take place 
in the evening when the Abbey is 
closed so that there are no 
disturbances. The noisy Abbey heaters 
also have to be turned off, so by the 
end of the three hour session 
everyone was feeling chilly, but the 
first set of music was ‘in the bag’.  
Two more recording sessions will take 
place later in the term and the CD 
should be ready for sale in the autumn. 
 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 



 

 

Sporting 
Highlights 

The individual finals of the House Music Competition on Tuesday 
produced some outstanding performances. Adjudicator Tanya 
Charlesworth was incredibly impressed with the standard all day, 
describing Dean Close as the most musical school she has visited. 
Congratulations to all performers and medalists. The special cup awards 
were presented to, Benedict 
Braddock for Brass and Cassian 
Pichler-Roca for singing. The Junior 
Music Cup was won by Evie 
Schmidt-Martin, whilst Talia Recine 
won the Strings cup and shared the 
All-round Musician Cup with 
Michael Lei, who also won the 
piano cup and Best Overall 
Performance. 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Year 8 are developing their 
observational drawing skills, 
drawing animals and using 
different marks to create texture. 
They are all working on a larger 
scale which has its many 
challenges, but they are doing a 
fantastic job so far. Well done to 
Kenshin who has finished his scary 
looking charcoal tiger! 

We have begun an exciting new series in our assemblies and services! Over the 
next few weeks, we will look at Old Testament stories in a series titled ‘Are 
you sitting comfortably?’ Last week Mr Harris retold the story of the Tower of 
Babel, and Miss Huang and Mrs 
Sheldon have continued with the 
stories of Joseph and Moses and 
the Burning Bush respectively. 
These stories are amazing 
because they set the scene for 
Jesus’ coming in the New 
Testament. 

Chaplaincy 

A good day for the U11s, with the B 
team getting their first victory of the 
term very convincingly (11-1) and 
the A team turning around a 3 goal 
deficit going into the final quarter to 
win by 1.  

Well done! 

Kenshin Ono 

8L Having missed a lot of hockey due 
to the weather it was great to 
finally get more of the teams out 
playing.  The U9 group enjoyed an 
8-0 and 8-1 victory over the Downs 
Wraxall. It was great hearing how 
both teams played such lovely 
hockey. The U11A secured a great 
7-1 win over Clifton with 6 
excellent second half goals.  The 
2nd, 3rd and 4th teams won all 
their matches scoring 22 goals and 
conceding only 2 against The 
Dragon.  A great effort by all 
involved. 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

8.30-10.00am Parent Breakfast 
and Workshop 
Hockey v The Downs Wraxall – 
U10A and U10C Away 10.00am; 
U10B and U10D Away 10.45am; 
2nd VII, 3rd VII, 4th VII and U11A 
Home 12.30pm; U11B Home 
1.15pm 
Boarding House (‘Pic-n-Mix’) 
Options Night 

 
 

9.00am-12.30pm 5SR Visit to 
Skillzone  
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

9.00am-12.30pm 5AE and 5LB 
Visit to Skillzone  
4.30pm Deacon House Teatime 
Concert  

 
 
 

Severnside Hockey Tournament 
at Clifton Preparatory School – 
1st VII, 2nd VII, U11A, U11B, 
U9A and U9B Away 2.00pm 
Hockey v Clifton College 
Preparatory School – U10A, 
U10B, U10C and U10D Home 

2.00pm, 3rd VII, 4th VII, 5th VII 
and 6th VII Home 2.45pm  

U11 District Cross Country – 
Race 3 at Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School 4.00pm 
6.00pm February Music Festival 
2019: Valentine’s Special  

12.30pm School Service at 
Tewkesbury Abbey (Half Term 
begins after Tewkesbury Abbey 
Service)  

 
 
 

Half Term ends Houses open 
from 6.00pm – Boarders return 
by 7.30pm 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS CHARLOTTE O’ BRIEN 

Caldecote Gapper 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Bubbly, caring and easy 
going.  
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: My favourite meal of the 
day is breakfast, but I love food 
anyway!!  
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To climb Kilimanjaro 
with Tom Hardy!   
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Do what makes you 
happy, you only have one life so 
live it!  
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: To be a professional food 
taster, especially if it is ice cream.  
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Entering the Miss 
Cheltenham competition. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Mr Moss, is the 7th Headmaster of Dean 
Close Preparatory School.   
Dean Close has always had pupils of 
Preparatory School age, but it was not 
until 1925 that a separate ‘junior’ house 
was set up called Fortfield, and it was not 
until 1949 that the Preparatory and Senior 
Schools started having independent 
Headmasters.   


