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Achievements World Book Day 

What a lovely day we had! It was great to see so many pupils touring 
the Library, Mrs Davies’ classroom and Yeaman House to try out a 
biography or autobiography. 
 

Now the challenge is this: can you read a biography – short or long – 
before the end of term?  We are calling this our ‘GREAT BIG 
BIOGRAPHY CHALLENGE’.  By reading a book AND THEN 
producing a simple A4 poster (including title of book, image of front 
cover, and 2-3 bullet points on why you enjoyed it) you win points for 
your House as well!  Children may have found the book they want to 
read on World Book Day – but, if not, local book shops and the web 
will doubtless be the remedy.  Remember to use your World Book Day 
(£1.00 off) tokens, as well!  Good luck! 
 

By Mr Shelley, Head of English 

Outstanding LAMDA Results 
 
Congratulations to the DCPS Drama 
Department who are thrilled with 
pupils’ recent LAMDA results.  Pupils 
entered ages 7 to 13 for 166 different 
exams from Introductory Level, Stage 
Three to Solo Acting Grade Five; they 
achieved 110 distinctions, 53 merits 
and 3 passes. 
 
Congratulations to each and every 
child who entered for the exams! 

Great Big Biography 
Challenge! 



 

 

This week Year 8 have been sitting their Trial Exams, an important stepping 
stone towards being as prepared as possible for their final exams next term. 
Next week they will get their papers back and how they respond will be 
really important. 
 

I spent the first few days of half term in hospital having fractured my hip 
falling off my bike.  On the ward I met two men with totally different 
mindsets.  One was feeling very sorry for himself and kept saying how tough 
his life was.  He didn’t look like he was going to get better any time soon. 
The other man was 94 and in for a replacement for his hip replacement, 
having fallen out of bed again.  Despite being in pain and looking at months 
of recovery, he was positive and determined that he would be up and about 
as quickly as possible. 
 

Year 8 may feel disappointed with some of 
their results, but if they are positive and see 
it as an opportunity to learn, then they can 
turn the experience into something very 
powerful. 
 

By Mr Gould, 
Academic Director 
 

 Lent and Waste 
 

Ash Wednesday this week signified 
the start of Lent in the Christian 
calendar; a period of reflection prior 
to the celebration of Easter. The 
word ‘Lent’ comes from the old 
English word meaning ‘lengthen’, 
since it combines with the arrival of 
spring, when days begin to get longer. 
The season of Lent is also a time of 
giving things up. Following the 
traditional feast of lashings of 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, many 
people abstain from certain foods or 
luxuries until Easter. Whilst there is 
certainly no obligation for children to 
give anything up, as a small 
ges ture  I  w i l l  be 
encouraging them to 
reflect on their food 
consumption and not 
to waste food, since 
this is sadly seen all 
too often in our 
dining room.  

The boarders have been learning some 
Brazilian rhythms with David Walter of Ola 
Samba ready for a Carnival themed dinner on 
Monday night. They will perform before and 
after the feast (which the kitchen staff have 
been busy planning this week) and some have 
also designed and made colourful headdresses 
or masks to wear. 
 

By Mrs Fraine, Wilton Houseparent 

To bring a week of trial examinations to an enjoyable close, Year 8s 
were treated to a visiting inflatable planetarium.  Dave Buttery of 
Auriga Astronomy, who works with the Saturn observation 
campaign, Sun-Earth connection outreach projects and The NASA 
museums program, European Hubble team, was a able to 
communicate with students about some of the most mind-boggling 
questions about space.  For example, ‘What happened before the 
big bang?’  The answer is, we don’t know!  As well as reminding 
students of the basics of day and night, years and seasons, they 
looked at the lifecycle of stars, constellations and the habitability of 
other planets and moons.  The fact that pupils still had more 
questions to ask, and wanted Dave to give more demonstrations 
after an hour of questions at the end of the day was a good 
testament to the level of interest. 
 

By Mr Fraine, Head of Science 

 



 

 

Sporting 
Highlights 

150 pupils from prep schools came together to sing at DCS Choral Day 
last Friday. The Chamber Choir enjoyed singing workshops with Mr Bell 
and Mr Sawyer, before we all came together to lead a service based on the 
theme of ‘Glory and Peace’.  Vivaldi’s Gloria was a sparkling introduction. 
We sang a beautiful piece by current composer Will Todd, Precious 
Moments. Mr Sawyer taught us a ‘spiritual’ which we had to learn from 
memory in 30 
minutes. The service 
finished with Let all 
the world by 
Vaughan Williams 
which was incredibly 
loud with so many 
singers.  A fantastic 
day. 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

As part of the sketchbook 
programme, Years 3-5 have had to 
learn how to draw a rose. Many 
pupils did a great job, but 
particular commendation should 
go to Nagyda who did such an 
excellent job making the rose look 
realistic and 3D.  

Well done! 

This Wednesday marked the beginning of 
Lent in the Church calendar. This is the 
time of year when Christians remember 
that Jesus was tested in the Wilderness. 
There, He resolved to worship God and 
serve only Him (Matthew 4:10). In the 
midst of school tests, targets, and reports, 
the Christians in our community can know 
that they follow someone who knows 
exactly what it is like to struggle. Whether 
things have gone well or not, Jesus can 
sympathise with us (Hebrews 4:15). 

Chaplaincy 

Last Friday our U13 girls completed 
an amazing 'double' by becoming 
IAPS regional champions for their 
age group at netball as well as 
hockey. What an achievement! They 
dominated the tournament, beating 
everyone they played and winning 
the final, an impressive 11-1. 
National finals are in a couple of 
weeks - good luck! 

Nagyda Omereonye 

4GW 

Congratulations to the U13 boys 
hockey team who won the county 
championships on Friday.  They put 
in a dominant display beating 
Cheltenham College and King’s 
Gloucester.  The U11 boys 
narrowly missed out on a place at 
the IAPS National finals losing on 
penalty flicks  in the quarter finals of 
the qualifier. Meanwhile the U9s 
and U10s enjoyed some excellent 
wins against Cheltenham College 
on Wednesday. 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

Exeat 
U13 Rugby 7s – Millfield Away 

Exeat Houses open from 6.00pm 
Boarders return by 7.30pm  

 
 
 

4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

Year 3 Trip to Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford  
5.00-8.00pm Schola Cantorum 
CD Recording Session  

 
 
 

KET and PET Speaking Exam 
H o c k e y  v  B r o m s g r o v e 
Preparatory School – 3rd VII, 4th 
VII, 5th VII and 6th VII Home 
2.00pm, U11C, U10A, U10B and 
U10C Away 2.00pm, 1st VII, 2nd 
VII, U11A and U11B Away 
3.00pm, 7th VII and 8th VII Home 
3.00pm 
Netball v Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School – U13A, 
U13B, U13D, U12A, U12D 

Home 2.15pm; U11A, U11B, 
U11C, U10A, U10B Away 
2.15pm; U9A and U9B Away 
3.15pm; U8 Home 3.45pm 
Hockey v St John’s on-the-Hill – 
U9B Away 2.00pm; U9C Away 
2.40pm  

4.30-6.00pm Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 5 Parents’ Evening 
5.00-8.00pm Schola Cantorum 
CD Recording Session 

4.00am Year 6 French Trip 
Departure  
Year 8 HPV Vaccinat ion 
Programme 
1.00pm Year 8 Music Scholars 
Concert at Chapel Arts, 
Cheltenham 
2.30pm Hall Service  
4.30-6.00pm Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 5 Parents’ Evening 
6.00pm DCPS and DCS Sibling 
Tea in Dean Close Preparatory 
Dining Room 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MR JACK STONE 

Cross-School Organ Scholar 
 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: I am short, dark & noisy.  
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: A liquid lunch. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: Maybe, maybe not. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Don’t mess it up. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: I would love to be the 
Bishop of Rome. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Wearing my daily colour 
co-ordinated outfits. 
 
 
 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Old Decanians and World Book Day 

Old Decanian, Bishop Stephen Neill, who left Dean 
Close just after WW1, was a prolific author of Christian 
books (70+ publications).  In his will he directed that all 
the royalties from his books should go to the DCS Li-
brary.  Some of the money was used to purchase the 
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (64 volumes). 


