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Year 3 visit

The Ashmolean Museum

Achievements
We are thrilled to announce that
Dean Close has been shortlisted for
the second year running for this year’s
SoGlos Awards!

On Tuesday Year 3 visited the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford to enrich
their knowledge of the Ancient Egyptians.
At the museum pupils participated in an interactive workshop about life
in Ancient Egypt; handling various artefacts and searching for clues in
the gallery to discover how the Ancient Egyptians looked, lived and
worked. They then took on the role as detectives to explore a huge
Egyptian shrine, observe the mummy of a Pharaoh called Taharqa and
other sculptures. This enabled the children to find out more about the
Egyptians belief of the afterlife.
After lunch, pupils continued to explore the gallery looking for other
primary sources as clues left behind by Ancient Egyptians to discover
more about their lives. As a treat, they visited the shop in the
afternoon to buy a souvenir to remind them of our wonderful trip to
the Ashmolean!
By Mrs Matthews, Year 3 Teacher
Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

Please help us win Best Independent
School in Gloucestershire (again!) by
voting on their website
www.soglos.com/awards. If you are
not a SoGlos member you may need
to register to be able to vote. This
takes just a minute!
It would be a fantastic achievement
for everyone if we were to win two
years running! Every vote counts so
please encourage friends and families
to get involved. Thank you.

Worldwide education

Teachers ask a lot of questions. On average, they ask two a minute, or 400
a day, or 70,000 a year! Children ask lots of questions too, and four year
old girls lead the way with 11 questions over breakfast. On average, Prep
School pupils ask their teachers 19 questions a day. Lots of these are
procedural: ‘Please may I go to the toilet?’ or ‘What page are we on?’ A few
of the questions show deep thinking is taking place: ‘Why didn’t Charles I
learn from his mistakes?’ ‘You said I should never begin a sentence with the
word and, so why has Michael Morpurgo done it here?’ ‘If Mozart was alive
today, would he still compose orchestral music, or would he be in a band?’
In assembly on Thursday I challenged our pupils to ask at least one
thoughtful question that day. Such questions show teachers that the pupils
are thinking carefully about their learning and are eager to know more. They
can spark interesting conversations and lead the lesson in new directions.
As parents, rather than asking our children, ‘What did you do in school
today?’ we can say, ‘What thoughtful question did you ask today?’
By Mr Gould, Academic Director

In a week when we have had our
Year 3s investigating Egyptian culture
in the Ashmolean; our Year 4s
exploring life on the sub-continent
during their India Day; our boarding
community enjoying a taste of Brazil
in a themed evening meal (together
with Mr and Mrs Fraine’s homegrown Samba Band) and our
admissions team welcoming visitors
from 17 different nationalities to the
school, I have been reminded of the
breadth of the multicultural
experience at the Prep School. We
are fortunate to have pupils from
many different countries and cultural
backgrounds amongst our
community, offering learning
opportunities and enriching
experiences for us all,
enabling the whole school
to benefit from a
worldwide education.

Stacks and stacks of books were collected last week for
Family Space, filling all the space in the back of a car! It's
great to think of other local families enjoying books as much
as we do - THANK YOU for your generosity!
By Mrs Hunt, Head of Pastoral

Various pupils from Years 6, 7 and 8 recently entered
the National BBC Radio 2, 500 Word Short Story
Writing Competition. We await the results of the
judging to see whether any entries have made it
through to the final round!
By Mr Standing, English Teacher

Girls’ Sport
There were some tough matches
for the girls on Wednesday, against
Cheltenham College. There were a
number of defeats for the juniors
but a win for the combined U11/
U12D team, as well as some
excellent wins by other U12 and
U13 teams. The pick of the victories
was the massive 24-4 win by the
U12As. A good effort from all girls in
really netball-unfriendly weather
conditions for the matches
outdoors.

@DCPSmusic

Michael Lei (8E) continues to astonish us all with his wonderful playing on
the piano. Towards the end of last term he passed his second piano
diploma, a performance level usually associated with young adults. It was
then an honour for us to hear Michael play the piano in the Gloucestershire
Young Musician finals.
Michael is the youngest ever
finalist and was competing
against performers up to 8
years older. He gave a
stunning recital to a packed
concert hall and whilst he
didn’t win this time, he
wowed the audience with his
fabulous playing. We are sure
he will win it in the future!

Artist of the Week
Izzy Walton
7E
Many pupils across all year groups
take the time to work
independently on tasks set in their
sketchbooks. They can all be
commended for the time and
effort spent developing their skills.

Sporting
Highlights
Boys’ Sport
There were a host of hockey
fixtures on Wednesday against
Bromsgrove school.
Highlights
included a 5-0 win for the 1st team,
a 4-2 win for the U10A and a 2-0
win for the 4th VII. Special mention
should go to Jope and Ramsay who
stepped up as replacement goal
keepers at the last minute and who
both did a great job.

Izzy produced this lovely piece
from a postage size image from a
magazine. She has blended colours
and tones perfectly!

Chaplaincy

In Bible study and prayer station this term we have been looking at the book of
Psalms (it’s a silent P!). Psalms is full of prayers and songs written by various
authors; quite a few were
written by King David
himself! They convey a whole
range of human emotion,
from happy to sad to angry,
but all tell us something more
about God. You are welcome
to come along if you haven’t
been yet this year, we’d love
to see you!

Q&A

Get to Know

ahead
KET and PET Speaking Exam
Hockey Festival at Dean Close –
U9s Home 10.00am
Boarders’ Basement Disco

ABRSM Music Examinations this
week
Junior Play Rehearsal Week
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
5.15pm Senior Christian Union
11.55pm Year 6 French Trip
return

Boys’ Hockey - U13 IAPS
National finals at Millfield
Preparatory School
8.30am Assembly – Mrs J. Cahill
Swimming Gala v Wycliffe College
Preparatory School – Year 3, Year
4 and Year 5 Home 4.45pm
4.30pm Yeaman House Teatime
Concert
4.35pm No prep for Year 6

Schola Choristers attend CSA
Sports and Evensong Day at
Gloucester Cathedral (out all day)
Boys’ Hockey - U11 IAPS

National finals at Rugby School
Hockey v Beechen Cliff School –
2nd VII and 4th VII Home 2.15pm,
3rd VII and 5th VII Home 3.15pm
Hockey v The Richard Pate
School – U11B and U10A Home
2.30pm
Netball v St Hugh’s School –
U13A, U13B, U13D, U12A, U12B
Home 2.30pm; U11A, U11B,
U11C, U10B, U9A, U9B Away
2.30pm

U13 Boys’ and Girls’ West of
England Hockey Finals – Millfield
Preparatory School
Netball – U11 IAPS National finals
at Epsom
5.30-7.15pm Year 8 Parents’
Evening in Centenary Hall (pupils
to attend)

Netball – U12 and U13 IAPS
National finals at Epsom
UKMT Team Maths Challenge at
Earl Mortimer College and Sixth
Form College: Mr R Brown and
Miss C Abel
2.30pm Hall Service
Hockey v The Richard Pate
School – U8 Away 3.30pm

Our Staff

MR SAM LAKE
Cross-School Choral Scholar

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: Bald, smiley, chocoholic.
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: All of them with no break
between!
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: To be able to eat without
gaining weight.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: All you can eat buffets
are not cheap, bring Tupperware.
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: Taster at the Cadbury’s
factory.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: My Teacher Training
Course for September.

Tom Seabrook
Gloucester Academy player and Old Decanian, Tom
scored his first try for England U20’s as England cruised
to a 35-10 win over Italy in last Friday’s Six Nations
clash. The final fixture will be against Scotland tonight at
Northampton Saints Franklin’s Garden and you can
watch it Live on Sky Sports from 7:45pm.

