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A fantastic week for hockey at Dean Close 
Prep School as the U13 boys won the IAPS 
National Finals at Millfield.  The team started 
the day a little nervously but soon got into 
their stride winning a group that included the 
team that would eventually finish as runners-
up, and teams that would go on to win the 
plate and bowl competitions.  A good 2-1 
victory over Gresham's in the quarter final set 
up a semi final against St Andrew’s Pangbourne, 
who we had beaten in the final of the qualifying 
event earlier in the term.  A 1-0 victory put us 
in the final against Bilton Grange.  It was a 
closely fought final, but one that we deserved 
to win following a good strike from a penalty 
corner. To be crowned National champions is a 
wonderful achievement by all involved. 

    French Trip 

Year 6 enjoyed the sea voyage of a lifetime to Caen last 
Friday!  Some of us found our sea legs and some did not, but it 
was team Dean Close all the way!  A typically French meal with 
plenty of ‘pain’ and an elegant dining-room in a traditional 
chateau (with its very own chandelier) soon revived the 
spirits.  Bread-making with Eric at his ‘boulangerie Co-pains (do 
google it as he has his own website) was unforgettable as one of 
my class said, asking for the word in French! Mont St Michel did 
not disappoint as one of the 7 Wonders of the World and a picnic 
under cover in a police garrison during a hail storm was a 
highlight!  When can we go back?! 
 

By Mr Veron, Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
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Our core value for this half term has been honesty. We have thought about 
when it can be difficult to be honest with other people and how we can help 
each other to be honest. With my academic hat on, I was reflecting on how 
important it is to also be honest with ourselves about the effort we put into 
our work. Last weekend I sat down to do half an hour’s work. At the end of 
it I saw I had not made much progress and reflected upon why that might 
be. I realised that I’d got too easily distracted and persuaded myself that 
making a cup of tea, doing the washing up and even dusting were more 
important! At the end of our work we should be honest with ourselves. Did 
we put in our best? If so, we should celebrate that. But if we didn’t, we 
should strive to do better next time. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 Opportunities for improvement 
 

As we are all aware, the family of 
Dean Close Schools in Cheltenham 
has enjoyed a period of taxing 
scrutiny over the last week! In 
common with others, the Prep School 
has faced a concentrated period of 
reflection, where pupils and staff (as 
well as parents – thank you to those 
who completed the parental 
questionnaire) have been asked to 
examine what we do, why we do it, 
and what is learnt from it. The 
practice of self-reflection is something 
we aim to instil in all of our pupils, as 
it encourages critical thinking, 
cultivates a strong sense of 
awareness about oneself 
and, most importantly, 
offers opportunities 
for improvement. 
Thank you for being 
part of this on-
going process. 

D.I.S.C.O! 
 

The boarders invaded the Pre-Prep 
Hall on Saturday night for an evening 
disco.  There was plenty of music, 
lights and action, with an impressive (if 
ill advised) one legged ‘Macarena’ 
from Mr Gould! 
 

By Mrs Gould, Fortfield Houseparent 

On Wednesday the senior choristers spent the day at Gloucester Cathedral 
participating in the Choir School Association’s Western Division Sports and 
Choral Evensong day.  Although playing against schools who play football on 
a regular basis, the boys were not deterred and were delighted to come 
joint 4th (an improvement on 5th place last year!).  The highlight of the day 
was, however, Choral Evensong in the beautiful surroundings of the 
Cathedral sung by 80 boy and girl choristers from Gloucester, Bristol, 
Exeter, Salisbury and our own Schola Cantorum.  Thank you to Mr Lake for 
all the football coaching, Mrs Pichler-Roca for the team lollipops and all the 
parents who came to listen to the service.  
 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 



 

 

Girls’ Sporting 
It was Yeaman’s turn for a teatime concert on Tuesday evening. Hosted by 
Ben Abunassar and Fergus Cronin, we enjoyed fantastic performances, 
including Daniel Smith playing the guitar and Charlotte Jenkins on the cello. 
Two Years 8s, Macy Williams and Fenella Troughton gave a stunning 
performance of Counting Stars, with Fenella excelling on the guitar 
accompaniment. The 
concert concluded 
with  an exceptional 
performance by Mei 
Okudaira on the 
piano, playing Waltz 
Brilliante.  Well done 
to all of the 
performers. 
 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Year 5 have been developing their  
drawing portrait skills. Taylor has 
practised drawing his portrait in 
proportion and his features with 
tone and shade. A range of shade 
has been applied accurately to 
make it look 3D. The pencil work 
on this sheet shows lovely control 
and the direction of his pencil 
strokes are sympathetic to the 
feature that he has drawn. 

This week, the Chaplaincy team led the last meetings of the various clubs for 
the term. On Monday evening, the Christian Unions celebrated Easter together. 
This involved playing a lot of 
games and having fun as we 
remember that Jesus rose 
from the grave, beating sin and 
death once and for all. As well 
as thanking God for new life, 
we enjoyed parachute games 
in Junior CU as well as Easter 
egg hunts in Middle CU and 
Senior CU.’ 

Chaplaincy 

Our last big block of netball fixtures 
was a tough one, against St Hugh’s 
who are always strong on their 
netball. There were fantastic wins 
for the U13As, U12Bs, U13Cs and 
U9As. Last Friday, our U13 girls 
contested the District finals of the 
indoor cricket competition. After a 
comfortable win in the first match 
the second turned out to be the 
‘decider’. We batted first and posted 
a good total but knew we would 
need to bowl and field well. Our 
f i e l d i ng  i n  p ar t i c u l a r  w as 
outstanding, as we ran out so many 
of their batters through sensible 
decisions and calm throws. We had 
them all out 17 runs short of our 
total, and now play in the County 
finals on Monday. 

Taylor Shepherd 

5SR 

All Year 7 pupils recently had the 
opportunity to grill (metaphorically 
speaking), Rachel Symonds, who 
grew up in Northern Ireland. 
 
Having read the play-script ‘Across 
The Barricades’, by Joan Linguard, 
which is set in Belfast and focuses on 
a mixed faith relationship between 
two teenagers.  All Year 7 pupils 
were able to ask questions that were 
relevant, and that Rachel really 
enjoyed answering! 
 
By Mr Standing, English Teacher 

Achievements 
of the Week

Highlights 



 

 

 
 

Year 7 and 8 Parents’ Coffee 
Morning in Centenary Atrium 
Hockey Festival at The Downs 
Wraxall – U8 Away 10.00am 
U12 girls’ hockey practice for 
West finals, 12.15-1.45pm 

Boarders’ trip to Swindon Oasis  
 
 
 

10.00am-2.00pm U13 Girls’ 
Indoor County Cricket  Finals 
UWE, Bristol 
Gymnastics – Private Schools 
Gymnastic Competition at Clifton 
College Preparatory School 
12.00pm Year 6, Year 7 and  
Year 8 
U12 girls’ hockey practice during 
games 

U11 Boys’ and Girls’ West of 
England Hockey Finals at Millfield 
Preparatory School – 9.30am 

 
 
 

2.15pm Senior and Junior House 
Hockey 

Netball House Matches –  All Year 
5, Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 
2.15pm 
U12 girls’ hockey practice 3.45-
4.30pm. 
7.00pm Junior Play Performance 

Girls’ Hockey – U12 In2Hockey 
West Finals King’s College, 
Taunton 
3.30pm U13 Rugby 7s squad 
depart for Rosslyn Park 7s  
7.00pm Junior Play Performance 
and Cast Party 

11.45am End of Term Chapel – 
Rev’d J. Ash 
Pupils may depart after Chapel 
from 12.45pm 
U13 Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s – 
10.00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS LUCY SUTHERLAND  

Head of Art 
 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Reliable, friendly, 
creative. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Dinner, especially if it 
involves potato!  
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To do a skydive to raise 
awareness of men’s mental health. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Appreciate everything 
you have as there is always 
someone worse off. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: To be a Midwife. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: My two sons. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

OTC Parade 1918 
This is a photo from 110 years ago (Lent Term of 1918). 
The pupils are on parade on Big Field led by H.L.O. 
Flecker CBE, the son of the Headmaster of the 
time.  The following term the OTC (Officers’ Training 
Corps) was formed and continues today in the form of 
the CCF (Combined Cadet Force) in the Senior School.  


