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Shakespeare 
Tragedy, romance, comedy, 

murder and intrigue – the 

Junior Forms’ production 

featured it all!  The 

Wordsmith himself would 

have been extremely proud 

of the players who delivered 

the BBC script fit for a 

Queen…or King!  It was 

a l s o  a  w o n d e r f u l 

opportunity for all to 

experience the value of 

team work in the creation of 

this production. 

 

Pupils discovered so much 

about Elizabethan theatre 

and life through the 

rehearsal process.  They also 

learned about Shakespeare, 

not only who he was, when 

and where he lived, but 

about some of the plays he wrote and why he is still so revered and 

relevant.  The children understood how acting Shakespeare’s plays 

brought them to life as they were always intended for the stage, and 

not as academic texts.  As a result, I hope many will be inspired to go 

to the theatre and see some of his work for themselves. 

 

By Mrs Lawrence, Head of Speech and Drama 

On Trial 

Thank you to all our ‘Hitachi’ families 

from Japan who donated 21 cherry 

trees to the Dean Close Foundation. 

Last week all the families gathered 

with the Headmaster, Mr Moss, from 

the Prep School and Dr Carolyn 

Shelley, Headmistress from the Pre-

Prep, to plant three of the trees near 

Shelburne, the girls’ boarding house. 

The trees will be a reminder of all the 

children from Hitachi that have been 

educated at Dean Close, they have 

made a wonderful contribution to our 

community over the years. 
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Usain Bolt is famous for two things: running very, very fast (100m in 9.58 

seconds) and for having fun while doing it.  Even in an Olympic final, which 

only comes around every four years, in a discipline where one small mistake 

can ruin everything, Usain was able to be relaxed right up to the start of the 

race.  Then he was serious and totally focused.  This is something our Year 

8s can learn from as their exams are not too far away.  Usain worked hard 

in training and was focused on giving his best during the race.  But he also 

found a way to relax and enjoy the moment.  I trust that our Year 8s will 

find the correct balance between revision and relaxation in the weeks 

ahead.  Achieving what you are capable of only comes with lots of effort, but 

too much worry can stop you performing at your best. 

 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 For ever and a day 

In school circles, a familiar quote, 

arguably attributed to WB Yeats, is 

that ‘education is not the filling of a 

pail, but the lighting of a fire’. The 

challenge of the classroom is to spark 

pupils’ interest and curiosity, rather 

than simply bestowing necessary 

knowledge and skills. This week’s 

Junior Play has been a wonderful 

example of pupil engagement, 

through the medium of drama and 

verse. Our younger children have 

grappled, with much humour and 

poignancy, with a full range of 

Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets. 

Thanks must again go to our fabulous 

Music and Drama teams. I have no 

doubt that for many pupils, on and off 

the stage, this experience has 

sparked and, hopefully, burst 

into flame an interest in 

this enriching literature 

which will last ‘for ever 

and a day’. 

Thank you to everyone who made cakes for our  

bake sale in aid of Brain Tumour Awareness Month.   

 

Children, staff and parents enjoyed lots of delicious 

treats in spring sunshine yesterday afternoon. 

 

We are delighted to have raised over £550… and 

because of our ’wear a hat day’ today, we are still 

counting! 

We were delighted 

to be able to 

award the Miles 

Amherst medal to 

our Y8 choristers 

this week; named 

in honour of the 

choir’s founder.   
 

Ubani Adelagun, 

Tomos Bowen, 

Noah Brush, Thomas Elwes, Cassian Pichler-Roca and Jamie 

Richardson have all worked hard over the last two terms and 

have shown musical and leadership skills in their day-to-day 

work as choristers.  Each has had to fulfil a list of criteria 

relevant to their duties as choristers, and they have also 

received spiritual guidance as to their understanding of the 

role of music within the worship at the Abbey.  The choristers 

will wear the medals with their robes whenever they are 

singing as part of Tewkesbury Abbey Schola 

Cantorum.  Congratulations to all the boys and we look 

forward to hearing you sing for one more term in the Abbey. 

Bake Sale 



 

 

It has been wonderful to hear about those who have taken up instruments 

this year. Jemima Workneh has made excellent progress on the 

saxophone, having started lessons this term with Mr Duggan. She practises 

well in the mornings and is developing a lovely tone. Picking a new 

instrument can be a tricky decision. Next term may be a good term to 

have a trial lesson on your 

preferred choice, with a view to 

starting in September. See Mr 

McVittie or Mrs Godley if 

interested. Any final requests 

for lessons for the upcoming 

term must be received today, 

Fr iday  29th  March  to 

dcpsmusic@deanclose.org.uk 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week 

Year 6 are busy finishing off their 

batik cushions, having developed 

greater expertise hand sewing and 

using a sewing machine. Rosie and 

Rafe have produced superb 

cushions which show the great 

care they have taken over design, 

colour choices and the finish 

quality. Well done both! 

Easter is a time where Christians celebrate not only Jesus’ death, but his 

resurrection! Our debt is paid, the 

way to God is open for all and he 

promises to dwell with us by his 

Spirit. It is a time of celebration! 

Arguably, we should celebrate it 

more than Christmas. So make sure 

you write cards, throw a party and 

sing songs to celebrate his triumph! 

Why not go along to a local church 

and celebrate it with others this 

holiday? 

Chaplaincy 

House matches were hotly 

contested on Wednesday and there 

was a great atmosphere at the 

courts. It was fantastic to see such 

great netball being played by so 

many of the girls and to see how 

much everyone has improved since 

the start of the season. Oaksey won 

both juniors and seniors. 

Rosie Caton - 6Y 

Rafe Caton - 6O 

The hockey season came to an end 

this week with some wonderful 

house matches which involved 

almost all the boys in Years 5-8. 

The seniors was won by Deacon 

and the juniors by Oaksey.  The 

U13 boys also followed up winning 

the IAPS title by qualifying for the 

England Hockey national finals next 

term. 

 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 

Gymnastics 

3 teams of 5 gymnasts travelled to 

Bristol on Monday for the inaugural 

C l i f t o n  C o l l e g e  g y m n a s t i c 

competition. 

 

The day was divided into two parts 

with competitions for each gymnast 

on both the floor and vault 

interspersed with training on all the 

other gymnastic equipment with 

specialized coaches. 

 

Congratulations to our top team of 

Corinna, Caitlin, Chloe, Charlotte 

and Sienna who were placed 2nd as 

a team with individual medals for 

Corinna and Caitlin, and for Emma 

who was placed 3rd in the vaulting 

competition. 

 

Congratulations to all the girls who 

took part, they competed against 

over 150 other gymnasts and were 

assessed by a judge from the 

London and Rio Olympics. 



 

 

Boarders return from 4.30pm 
3.30-5.00pm U13 Girls’ Hockey 
Practice  

 
 
 

Day pupils return by 8.15am 
Pupils may wear summer uniform 
(optional) 
8.30am Headmaster’s Assembly 

8.30am House Assembly 
4.30pm Oaksey House Teatime 
Concert 
5.30pm Schola Cantorum first 
Evensong of the Trinty term 
7.30pm Year 8 Information 
Evening in the Prince Michael Hall 

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer 
Fellowship in Dean Close House 
2.30pm Start of Term Hall Service 
– Rev’d J. Ash 
4.30pm Prefects’ Afternoon Tea 
with the Warden in Dean Close 
House 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8.00am Prefects’ Meeting with the 
Headmaster in CH8 
8.30am Year 6 Parents’ Coffee 
Morning in Centenary Atrium 
10.00am Wilton Trip to the Beach 
Boys’ Cricket v Monmouth School 
– 1st XI and 3rd XI Away 2.00pm; 
2nd XI and 4th XI Home 2.00pm 
12.20-2.00pm Boys’ Cricket 
Practice all Year 6, Year 7 and 
Year 8 
12.20-2.00pm Girls’ Tennis and 
Cricket Practices – all Year 6, 7 
and 8 
Boarders’ Easter Treasure Hunt 

 
 
 

12.45pm Swing Band sound check 
Dean Close House 
2.00-4.00pm Swing Band Perform 
at Dean Close Jazz in the Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS CHARLOTTE RUBRINGER 

Head of Computing & Digital 

Learning 

 

Question:  How would you 

describe yourself? 

Answer: Creative, independent 

and sometimes a little shy. 

 

Question: What’s your favourite 

meal of the day? 

Answer: Brunch (two favourites 

combined). 

 

Question: Do you have a secret 

ambition? 

Answer: To pole vault (I just need 

to get over my fear of heights). 

 

Question: What’s the best piece 

of advice you have ever been 

given? 

Answer: Be the change that you 

want to see in the world. 

 

Question: If you could do any job 

for a day, what would it be? 

Answer: An Interior Designer. 

 

Question: What accomplishment 

has made you most proud? 

Answer: Helping my daughter to 

become the lovely adult she is 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Did you know? 

The mounted stained glass in the Chapel cloister dates 

back to 1873, 146 years ago! DCS was gifted the glass in 

1986 from the St John the Evangelist Church, Aston 

Magna, north of Moreton-in-Marsh (which became 

redundant). It depicts the Last Supper, St John as Apostle 

and Evangelist, and the Passion, Resurrection and the 

Ascension of Jesus. 
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