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History Trip 

On Monday, the Year 6 pupils had the opportunity to see a 
topic studied in the classroom come to life when they visited 
HMS Victory in Portsmouth. Walking in the same places 
Nelson walked, seeing the spot where he fell mortally 
wounded, trying to stand up in the cramped conditions the 
crew would have experienced....it was really interesting! 
 

They finished the day off in 'Action Stations', which boasts a 
climbing wall, helicopter simulator, assault course and 
interactive puzzles to help teach the students about the 
work of the Royal Navy. 
 

A great day was had by all. 
 

By Mr Dobbs, History Teacher 

Portsmouth Year 3’s week began with an exciting visit to 
Notgrove Farm, just 30 minutes from school. It’s 
a mixed farm where there are sheep, horses, 
cattle, alpacas, pigs, a peacock, donkeys, goats 
and hens all needing feeding and all were very 
happy to be patted too! Ammonites, coral and 
the fossil of an ancient dinosaur bone were 
scavenged from ‘Clay Field’ and everyone 
returned with at least one treasure in their pocket. 
 

A ride in a bumpy tractor trailer is always fun, but 
extra special when you happen to spot two hares 
racing across a field. We watched how felled tree 
trunks are fed through a chipper and turned into 
wood chips for the heating system – a super noisy 
business but really interesting to see too. We all 
agreed that a day spent outdoors in the sunshine 
at Notgrove is the best way to start any week! 
 

By Mrs Hunt, Year 3 Teacher 



 

 

For many people, Lionel 
Messi is the greatest 
footballer of all time. His 
second goal in the 
Champions League semi-
final was so good it even 
brought an appreciative 
smile from Jürgen Klopp, 
the opposition manager. 
It is easy to assume that 
Messi was simply using 
his natural talent, but the 
reality is that he practises 
day after day to be the 

best he can be. Like many people who are outstanding at what they 
do, he has an incredible work-ethic and a determination to continue to 
improve. This is something we can all learn from: whilst we cannot, by 
definition, all be the best, we can all improve by working hard and practising 
regularly. A group of pupils have signed up for ‘the Practice Project’. They 
have chosen something they want to get better at and are committing to 
regular practice. I can’t wait to see the progress they make. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 Tied together 
This week I was fortunate to attend a 
concert in the Centenary Hall 
showcasing talents from across the 
Dean Close schools. Not only was 
this a fabulous feast of music, of an 
incredibly high standard, but it once 
again clearly displayed the exciting 
and challenging musical journey that 
our pupils embark upon as part of the 
Dean Close community. For our 
younger pupils, from both the Prep 
and Pre-Prep, it gave inspiration as 
they played on a platform amongst 
those students soon to leave the top 
end of the senior school. This is one 
of the many instances where the 
benefits of being a tied school 
standout. As a Prep School, 
we not only share resources, 
but also profit from 
positive role-modelling 
and the setting of high 
standards across a 
school tied together. 

This term has got off to a flying start for the boarders. 
Early morning fitness sessions have started again with 
Anna Stevens on Tuesdays and Fridays, on Sundays the 
boarders can take part in the Junior Park Run nearby and 
on the remaining mornings Mr Cooper is taking children 
on an early morning jog around the block. This is on top 
of the football, cricket, tennis and swimming they already 
get up to after school! 
 

By Mrs Fraine, Wilton Houseparent 

Boarders 
Tickets £10 per person.  Bring your own drinks. 

Price includes a welcome cocktail and a two course 
ballroom supper. 

Contact the Pre-Prep Office for info: 
01242 258079 / squirrels@deanclose.org.uk 

 



 

 

On Sunday 28th April, Swing Band had the amazing opportunity to 
perform at 'Jazz in the Park', in the lovely garden of Dean Close House. It 
was touch and go whether the event could go ahead, due to the difficulties 
of erecting the marquee in high winds on Saturday, but on Sunday the 
weather was just perfect, with the sun coming out, almost in appreciation 
of the fabulous jazz music on offer. Swing Band loved the opportunity to 
perform 'Tequila Sunrise', 
'Freeze', 'Multicolour Blues' 
and 'Rock around the 
Clock'. Mr McVittie had 
drilled the band superbly 
and we were indebted to 
Mr Lake and Mr Stillman 
for stepping up to make the 
event such a success. 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week
Creative Kids lunchtime club have 
been busy creating large scale 
artworks of our class budgies 
B r i d g e t  a n d  F r i d a y .  W e 
exper imented by pour ing, 
splashing and dribbling paints, inks 
and dyes which were collaged to 
create our budgie ‘portraits’. Inks 
and freehand sharpie doodles 
were then used to create the 
background.  

The Chaplaincy team are really excited 
about Trinity Term! One of the reasons 
we are excited is that we believe that 
‘The LORD’s unfailing love and mercy 
still continue, fresh as the morning, as 
sure as the sunrise’ (Lamentations 3:22-
3). God’s love is like a beautiful spring 
morning. Why not make the most of 
one by remembering all of the ways in 
which God has shown you his love and 
mercy?  

Chaplaincy 

Our girls have had a very successful 
couple of days! On Tuesday, the 
U13 hockey team went to the West 
Regionals at Millfield with the aim of 
qualifying for Nationals finals, and 
duly delivered! On Wednesday, we 
had our first tennis and cricket 
matches of the season. The U9s had 
amazingly close cricket games; the A 
team drawing and the B team losing 
by 1 run! In tennis, all 6 of the U13 
teams and the U11s won, while the 
U10s drew. Great work, girls! 

Evie Schmidt-Martin 
5AE 

Congratulations to Luke, Finlay and 
Oliver Billings who won the ISA 
Open Indoor ski championship 
team event on Monday.  Their 
combined score put them 10 points 
ahead of the second placed 
team.  On the cricket pitch there 
were good wins for the 2nd XI and 
10B teams. 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

All pupils should return to school 
in summer uniform 
Swimming – Cheltenham District 
Swimming Championships at The 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College  
12.15-1.00pm Mastering Memory 
Workshop for the Science 
Scholars Year 7 and Year 8 
2.00pm Berkhampstead and 
Airthrie Schools’ Year 6 pupils, 
Talks@DCPS ‘Can you believe 
your brain?’ 
4.30-5.15pm Ginny Smith 
Talks@DCPS ‘Can you believe 
your brain?’ (All Year 6, Year 7 
and Year 8 to attend) 

 
 

Boys ’  Cr i cket  v  C l i f ton 
Preparatory School – 1st XI, 3rd 
XI, 5th, U10A, U10B, U10C and 
U9A Home 2.15pm; 2nd XI, 4th 
XI, 6th, U11A, U11B and Colts 
Away 2.15pm 
Boys’ Cricket v Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School – U8 
Away 3.45pm 
LTA Girls’ Team Tennis v High 
School for Girls, Gloucester – 1st 
IV Away 3.40pm 
Girls’ Tennis v Wycliffe College 
Preparatory School – 2nd VI, 3rd 
VI, 4th VI, 5th VI, U11A IV and 
U11B IV Home 2.15pm; 6th VI, 

7th VI, 8th VI, U10A IV and U10B 
IV Away 2.15pm 
Girls’ Cricket v Wycliffe College 
Preparatory School – U11 and U9 
Away 2.15pm; U10 Home 
2.15pm; U8 Home 3.45pm 

13+ Academic Scholarship 
Examinations at DCS 
1.30-2.15pm Science Exhibition in 
Atrium 
Swimming Gala v Wycliffe College 
Preparatory School – Year 6, Year 
7 and Year 8 Away 4.45pm  

C h e l t e n h a m  F e s t i v a l  o f 
Performing Arts Drama Section 
begins 
8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer 
Fellowship in Dean Close House 
8.30-9.15am Science Exhibition 
for Parents in Atrium  
C h e l t e n h a m  F e s t i v a l  o f 
Performing Arts DCPS Dance 
Groups 2.30pm 
2.30pm Hall Service  
Boys’ Cricket v The Richard Pate 
School – U9A and U9B Home 
3.30pm 
4.30pm DCPS and DCS Boarders’ 
Sibling Teatime Concert in 
Centenary Hall followed by tea in 
the DCPS Dining Room (6.00pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS SOPHIE COOPER 

Caldecote Houseparent 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Harry Potter mad!!!  
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Anything that contains 
chocolate!   
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: I would love to perform 
in a West End musical, its a pity I 
can't sing or dance very well!  
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Happiness can be found 
in the darkest of times, if one only 
remembers to turn on the light. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: A Marine Biologist.  
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Working in a Special 
Needs School. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

The Chapel - 1924 
Last week our School Historian, Charles Whitney, spoke 
to Year 5 about the history of the School Chapel for their 
local history project. This is a photo taken around 1924 of 
the Chapel soon after it was completed (1923) – there 
have been a few changes since then! 


