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Mental Health

Awareness Week

As part of Mental Health Awareness Week, on Tuesday and Thursday
at break time, groups of enthusiastic pupils of all ages (and staff too!)
ventured over to Forest School looking for a sense of calm and
connection with nature in the midst of a busy day! It was wonderful
to take some peaceful time out.
Evie Mossop in Year 7 wrote: When I went down to the brook I felt
really calm and at peace. I felt like it took away some stress from the
upcoming tests but it also made me realize how lovely it is to be
down among trees and listening to the birds. I would definitely
recommend going down again as it was a very enjoyable experience.
By Mrs Davies,
Head of PSHCE
and Wellbeing

Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

Seventeen volunteers from Year 7 went
to help host a Family Space pop-up show
on Tuesday afternoon, given by Tweedy
the Clown.
His slap-stick comedy went down very
well with the family audience, as did the
fish and chip tea; which Dean Close Prep
School pupils helped to serve.
By Mrs Hunt, Head of Pastoral

The 3 Rs: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle are well known. In assembly yesterday we
thought about another three words beginning with R as pupils get ready for
their end of year tests.
Revise: revision can be done in all sorts of ways but two things have been
found to be particularly effective. Firstly, revision should be done little and
often, rather than crammed in at the last minute, to ensure the information
enters the long term memory. Secondly, it should be active. Simply reading
the information is rarely successful.
Relax: tests can be a stressful experience and too much stress stops us
performing at our best. It is crucial that pupils find time to relax. Also, taking
a break from revision and then coming back to it has been found to be more
effective than revising for long periods of time.
Reflect: in some ways this is the most important ‘R’. It is crucial that the
tests are seen as a learning opportunity themselves. As well as learning from
any mistakes made in the tests, pupils need to reflect on how successful
their revision strategies were. This way they can adapt them to help be
more successful in future.
By Mr Gould, Academic Director

Building character
As a values driven school, Dean Close
places great emphasis on ensuring
that pupils cultivate virtues which
ensure that they can make a positive
contribution to society in later life.
Values such as kindness, respect and
service lie at the heart of much of our
explicit character education within
the school - through assemblies, tutor
times and PSHCE lessons, as well as
implicitly through the modelling of
our staff. Last week, I attended a
conference entitled, ‘Building
Character’, which gave many useful
examples of ways in which positive
character traits can indeed
be taught to pupils. I look
forward to exploring
these ideas further
with the wider Dean
Close community,
as we strive to
build people of
good character.

This summer the choristers are going to Sweden to sing
in Uppsala and Vasteras. They are fundraising for the tour
and to support the school's charity, Family Space. If you'd
like to support them, they've just launched two projects:
Bag2School collection - lots of bags in Houses for parents
to pick up and fill with second-hand clothing, shoes and
bedding. Please bring in bags on Wednesday 5th June and
leave in Hardy Music School.
Witness the Fitness - the boys are going to be walking
from Dean Close to Tewkesbury Abbey on Sunday 16th
June. It's a total of 12 miles and they'd be delighted if
you'd sponsor them.
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
fund/WitnessTheFitness2019
If you'd like to join them on the
walk, you are so welcome, but
we would ask for a minimum
donation of £5.

The boarding community travelled to Staffordshire last
weekend for their eagerly anticipated visit to Drayton
Manor Theme Park. The sun shone on us as all day as
we enjoyed dashing from ride to ride. There was
something for everyone from the good old fashioned
dodgems and pirate boat to the thrill-seeking
Shockwave & Maelstrom. Many even cooled off with a
good soaking on the water ride!
By Mr Cooper, Caldecote Houseparent

Girls’ Sport
It's been another busy week and a
very successful one for many teams.
Our U8 girls have played their first
cricket match , ami d much
excitement! On Monday we hosted
the girls' Severnside tennis
tournament. Our U11 and U10 pairs
both came 4th, while our U13 1st
pair (Serena Ihle-Matthews and
Lorna Willmott) won the U13A
tournament and our 2nd pair (Ella
Taylor and Daria Bannaya) won the
U13B tournament. Serena and
Lorna won the U13A shield last year
and it is the 8th time in the last 9
years we have won it.

@DCPSmusic

This week we have had auditions for House Music, Boarders' Teatime
Concert and the lunchtime Performance Platform. Performers at all of
these events have impressed me
enormously with their self-assurance and
confidence and the recognition that their
contribution is worthwhile and valued.
During Mental Health Awareness Week,
this quote by Ace McCloud is particularly
relevant: ''Listening to positive and
uplifting music can be great for your
overall mood and wellbeing, thus
increasing your confidence levels''. Maybe
this will encourage some of you to take
up an instrument and enjoy the many
benefits of music that are waiting for you!

Artist of the Week
Erin Jeffrey

Boys’ Sport
There has been lots of action on
the sport field in the sunshine this
week. The U9s enjoyed their first
matches of the season with wins
against Richard Pates. The 1st and
2nd XI enjoyed good victories
against RGS Worcester, with the
2nds winning on the final ball.
Notable individual performances
have come from Max Davidson
who has scored two fifties in two
games and from Ben Lord and Silas
Jack who each took 4 wickets
against RGS Worcester and
Cheltenham College respectively.
On the tennis court Silas Jack and
Ellison Minnaar retained the
Severnside U13 Boys’ trophy at
Beaudesert on Monday

7D
Erin has enjoyed working on her
sketchbook task titled ‘Phobias’,
producing this lovely watercolour
and collage piece representing the
fear of being alone, monophobia.
The curled up figure shows that
you can still feel alone whilst the
shapes in the background signify
everything that still goes on
around you.

Chaplaincy

Trinity Term brings with it a lot of sunshine
and warm weather to enjoy. Yet it is also a
time of end-of-year tests and this can be
stressful for parents and pupils. The Lord gives
people what they need one day at a time.
Jesus told his followers to ask God for ‘daily
bread’ in the Lord’s Prayer. In these testing
times, take a moment each morning to ask
God for what you need, relying on him to
provide.
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ahead
The Downs Malvern Aquathlon –
U11 and U13 Away 10.00am
Boys’ Cricket v The Downs
Wraxall Preparatory School –
U10A, U10B and U10C Home
10.00am; 2nd XI Home 1.45pm;
1st XI, 4th XI and U11A Away
1.45pm
Girls’ Tennis v The Downs
Wraxall Preparatory School – U13
VI Away 2.00pm
Girls’ Cricket v The Downs
Wraxall Preparatory School –
U10A Home 10.00am; U13 Away
2.00pm
12.00-5.00pm JCU trip

Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 End of
Year Examination Week
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
5.15pm Senior Christian Union
7.00pm Parent Workshop
‘iParenting - How to raise
emotionally healthy children in a
digital era.’ Mrs M. Stanimeros

1.15pm Chamber Choir
Lunchtime Recital at Bristol
Cathedral
Girls’ Athletics v Cheltenham

Ladies’ College – U12 and U13
Away 5.00pm
IAPS Knockout Cricket v Llandaff
– 1st XI Home 4.20pm
Boys’ Cricket v Abberley Hall
Preparatory School – 1st XI, 3rd
XI, 5th X, and U11B Away
2.00pm; 2nd XI, 4th XI, U11A
and U10A Home 2.30pm. Boys’
Cricket v Berkhampstead School
– U10B and U10C Home 2.30pm
Boys’ Cricket v Hatherop Castle
School – U9A and U9B Home
2.15pm. Girls’ Tennis v The
Cheltenham Ladies’ College – 1st
VI, 2nd VI, 3rd VI and 4th VI
Home 2.30pm; 5th VI, 6th VI, 7th
VI and 8th VI Away 2.30pm. Girls’
Cricket v St John’s on-the-Hill
Preparatory School – U13, U11
and U10 Away 2.30pm; U9 Home
2.30pm; U8 Home 3.45pm

4.35pm Oaksey v Boarders
Interhouse Quiz
6.00-7.00pm Best of the Fest in
the Centenary Hall

2.45pm Chapel
Half Term begins after Chapel

Our Staff

MR CHRIS STANDING
Yeaman Housemaster

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: Steady, positive grafter!
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: Lunchtime at DCPS!
Fantastic food!
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: To watch England beat
Australia at cricket.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: Life is not about the
number of moments breathed but
about the number of breathless
moments!
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: Cadbury Taster.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: Being a husband and dad.

Cricket Tour
Good luck to the Prep School playing cricket
this weekend.
This photograph shows the DCS Kenya
Cricket Tour in 1998.

