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Best Independent 

Dean Close was absolutely thrilled to retain the title 
of Best Independent School in Gloucestershire at 
the SoGlos Gloucestershire Lifestyle Awards 2019. 
 
Nominated with Cheltenham College (Runners-
Up), Bredon School, Hatherop Castle 
School, Kitebrook Preparatory School,  Hopelands 
Independent School and Rendcomb College,  Dean 
Close was delighted to accept this prestigious 
award. SoGlos said of the School, “Dean Close 
School is thriving, vibrant and progressive, 
renowned for focusing on individual development 
and helping to nurture each child’s strengths. The 
School is clearly loved by many SoGlos readers who 
showed their support with hundreds of votes!” 

Thank you to everyone in the Dean Close 
Community and the SoGlos readers for voting for 
us for the second year in a row. 

School of the Year Last Friday the U13 Boys and Girls 
hockey teams took part in the 
England Hockey In2Schools 
National Finals at Nottingham 
hockey centre. There were 10 
teams in each competition split 
into 2 pools with the top team 
from each pool competing in the 
final. 
 

The girls played fantastically well beating, St Olave’s, Kingston 
Grammar, King’s College and Oakham.  The results meant that they 
finished top of their pool with a game to spare. Meanwhile, the boys beat 
St Olave’s before drawing with Whitgift which meant that the group 
would be decided by goal difference and the number of goals scored. 
They held their nerve and managed to score one more goal than Whitgift 
after all the matches had been played. 
 

For the first time ever both the Dean Close boys’ and girls’ teams walked 
out to contest the final of a national event on the same pitch at the same 
time. This was a fantastic achievement and was a special moment for 
everyone involved, especially for Gary Tredgett, our Director of Hockey. 
 

In the final the girls came up against Weald of Kent grammar school who 
were a strong side and had one player who was exceptional. Our girls 
worked tirelessly to contain her but were unable to prevent her from 
scoring.  Although we created some chances we could not convert them 
and ended up losing 2-0. In the boys’ final they came up against Bilton 
Grange, who they had beaten in the IAPS final. It was a close game with 
both sides having opportunities.  A turnover in midfield allowed the team 
to put together a move that resulted in a fine finish.  They then managed 
the game well and finished as 1-0 winners and were crowned National 
Champions. 
 

To have two teams finish as first and second in the country is a remarkable 
achievement and one that the current crop of players fully deserve 
following the hard work they have all put in. 
 

By Mrs Bailey & Mr Sutherland 

 



 

 

Children in Years 3, 4 and 5 have worked hard preparing for and sitting their 
end of year tests. They can now enjoy a well-earned half term before 
returning to school and reflecting on their achievements. Our pupils in Years 
6, 7 and 8 have a bit further to go. With exams after half term, a lot of hard 
work has already taken place. Now they need to keep the momentum going 
and look to achieve the appropriate balance of revision and relaxation. 
 

For any pupils still unsure how to access revision materials on the school 
website, they should go to 'My Dean Close' then go to ‘School Intranet’ and 
sign in with their school username and password. They will then have access 
to DCPS Pages and the Revision button. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 

Healthy competition 
 

It has been fun to watch the various 
Houses taking up the strain and 
competing in our annual interhouse 
tug-of-war competition during the 
course of this term. Boys and girls 
from all year groups have been 
involved in the challenge, enjoying the 
healthy competition that this and 
other interhouse events afford. 
Interhouse music, quizzes, credit 
totals - not forgetting the excitement 
of Sports Day - are all opportunities 
for pupils to compete for their 
House. This creates allegiances and a 
camaraderie that can last a 
life time, where valuable 
lessons of both winning 
and losing can be 
s h a r e d  i n  a 
competitive, but 
s u p p o r t i v e 
setting. 

Fortfield had a wonderfully restorative time away this 
weekend, camping near Ross-On-Wye in the Wye   
Valley. We enjoyed the luxury of pre-erected bell tents, 
alongside the simplicity of campfire cooking and nature 
walks as entertainment. For many this was their first 
time in a tent. For everyone it was great to be of site 
and in a beautiful area, surrounded by trees and      
birdsong. We could have stayed all week! 
 

By Mrs Gould, Fortfield Houseparent 

‘Coppers for Choristers’ jars 
are now in all the day houses 
and in Hardy. Please support 
the Choristers by putting any 
loose change into the jars. All 
the money raised will go  
towards the Chorister Tour 
to Sweden and the School’s 
chosen charity, Family Space. 
 

If you would like to support 
the Choristers in other ways, 
the Bags2School collection 

will be on Wednesday 5th June – please bring your bags 
of unwanted textiles to Hardy after half-term. There is 
also a donation page if you would like to support the 
sponsored walk on Sunday 16th June: 
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/
d i s p l a y C h a r i t y C a m p a i g n P a g e . a c t i o n ?
campaignId=8626&charityId=1006081.  Thank you! 

 



 

 

Last Friday we held the eagerly awaited Ensembles and Popular Music 
finals, which were brilliantly adjudicated by Mrs Julie Kent. It was a fabulous 
opportunity to have fun performing, realising that all the diligent practice 
had finally paid off! All finalists should be proud of their achievement in 
getting through, they were all 'winners' whether they were fortunate 
enough to win a medal or 
not. Once the marks were 
calculated and then added to 
the totals from the earlier 
section of the competition, 
t h e  l e a d  c h a n g e d 
unexpectedly, with Fortfield 
House the worthy winners of 
the rather large cup. WELL 
DONE, Fortfield! 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Izzy has been looking at varieties 
of Abstract Art and came up with 
this lovely painting as her 
interpretation. She has used a 
great selection of pastel colours 
and the lines give it a sense of 
movement.  

Last Saturday, the Junior Christian Union (JCU) went to Puzzlewood in the 
Forest of Dean. After a picnic outside, we had lots of fun running around an 
indoor maze before heading into the woods themselves. They were 
amazing! Both Star Wars and 
Doctor Who have been filmed 
there in recent years. In the 
woods, Mr Ash taught us some 
really silly games. We would like 
to thank Mrs Salisbury for 
organising the trip as well as Mrs 
Cahill for joining us. 

Chaplaincy 

On Tuesday a number of Year 7 & 8 
girls went to Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College for our annual athletics 
fixture with them. There were some 
superb performances, including wins 
for Lorna Willmott (100m, hurdles 
and long jump), Lara Hill (800m), 
Serena Ihle-Matthews (discus), the 
U13 relay team, Caitlin Thompson 
(hurdles, 800m, discus, javelin), 
Emma Howitt (100m), Corinna 
Clarkson (1500m), Brianna Brown 
(shot) and the U12 relay team. Many 
really strong 2nd places also 
contributed hugely to our points 
total, and we won both age groups 
comfortably. 

Izzy Walton  
7E 

On Saturday a team of U11 and 
U13 boys and girls took part in the 
Malvern College Aquathalon.  This 
involved a 100m swim followed by 
an 800m run on the slopes of the 
Malvern Hills. The athletes enjoyed 
the challenge, with some finding the 
hardest part transitioning from the 
p o o l  i n t o  t h e i r  r u n n i n g 
shoes.  Everybody performed well, 
but special mentions go to Andrew 
King (17th), Lucas Preece (15th) 
and Lucas Williams (7th) in the U13 
Boys ’  event  and  to  Jes s 
Hindley, 16th in the U11 girls and 
Ella Moody 15th in the U13 girls. 

Boys’ Sport 

Girls’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

Half Term ends. Houses open 
from 6.00pm – Boarders return 
by 7.30pm 

 
 

Year 3 Rainforest Day 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

Year 6 and Year 7 End of Year 
Examinations 
Year 8 Common Entrance 
Examinations 
9.00am Year 3 to Cheltenham 
Science Festival 
8.50am-4.20pm Year 4 Viking Day 

 
 
 

Year 8 Common Entrance 
Examinations 
Year 6 and Year 7 End of Year 
Examinations 
Boys’ Cricket v Beaudesert 
Preparatory School – 1st XI, 3rd 
XI, 5th X, 6th X, U11A, U10B, 
U10C and Colts Away 2.15pm; 
2nd XI, 4th XI, U11B, U10A, U9A 
and U9B Home 2.15pm 
LTA Year 7  and Year 8 Girls’ 
Team Tennis v The Cheltenham 

Ladies’ College ‘B’ - 1st IV Away 
2.30pm 
Girls’ Cricket v St Edward’s 
Preparatory School – U11A & 
U11B Home 2.15pm 
Girls’ Cricket v The Richard Pate 
School – U10A & U10B Away 
2.30pm 
Girls’ Cricket v Hatherop Castle – 
U9 Away 2.30pm; U8 Home 
3.45pm 

Year 8 Common Entrance 
Examinations 
11.00am Year 5 to Cheltenham 
Science Festival 
11.00am-10.00pm Year 8L 
Scholars Outing 

Year 8 Common Entrance 
Examinations 
11.15am MCU Weekend Away  
12.15pm Boys’ Cricket – U13 
Severnside Cricket 6s at Wycliffe 
Away 
12.30pm Year 8 BBQ on Wilton 
Lawn  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS SOPHIE THOMAS 

PE Teacher 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Professional, caring and 
fun. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Brunch. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: Travel the world in a 
camper van. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: ‘Work hard, play hard’ 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Team selector for 
England netball. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Sporting achievements of 
my children. 
 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Thomas Kingston  
Old Decanian, Thomas (who left DCPS in 1991) 
married Lady Gabriella Windsor last weekend at 
St George's Chapel, Windsor Castle.  Gabriella is 
52nd in line to the succession of the British 
throne and is the daughter of the Queen’s 
Cousin, Prince Michael of Kent, who opened the 
Dean Close Senior School Music School in 1997.   

 


