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Viking Day

On Tuesday morning, the School was invaded by a bloodthirsty band
of Year 4 Vikings! Jarl Charlie shared some interesting facts about the
people who raided and traded from their Scandinavian homelands.
The young Vikings built a ship from the keel up, using rivets and guts
to hold the planks securely in place! They learnt how to spin wool
and weave it to make cloth, this proved to be a very tricky skill! Then
they spent time designing a fierce dragon head and tail for their long
ship. By building wooden shields the Year 4s were able to understand
the immense physical strength of the Viking men and women. They
found it nearly impossible to use a shield to protect their bodies
whilst fighting an enemy!
A brilliant interactive day, bringing together a variety of new skills and
knowledge!
By Mr West, Year 4 Teacher
Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

Year 3 took part in a Rainforest Day on
Monday which involved dressing up and
participating in a variety of activities. We
started the morning with an opportunity
to look at some real rainforest creatures
and observe some interesting artefacts
such as snake skin. During the afternoon,
we heard about Paul’s travels to different
rainforests and were able to ask lots of
questions about his adventures!
By Mrs Matthews, Year 3 Teacher

Food for Thought

The exams and end of year tests are now over. For some pupils it might be
tempting to think that it is like reaching the end of a book which can now be
snapped shut and put on a shelf, never to be looked at again. However,
exams have two functions: they help assess pupils’ acquisition of new
material while simultaneously building the foundation for the more advanced
learning that will come later. The hard work that has gone into preparing
for these assessments will bear fruit in the months and years ahead. To
ensure that pupils get as much from the assessment process as possible,
time is given in lessons to DIRT – Dedicated Improvement and Reflection
Time. This provides crucial opportunities for pupils to celebrate progress
and learn from their mistakes.

I am pleased that those pupils not
undertaking their end of year
examinations this week were able to
visit the Cheltenham Science Festival.
The children visited a vast range of
interactive exhibits and displays
covering this year’s theme of 'Health
and Wellbeing'. The Dean Close stand
asked visitors to contemplate ‘Foods
for the Future’, as less
environmentally impactful food
production techniques are sought.
One method is the farming and
consumption of insects,
which hardy festivalgoers were challenged
to sample and which
gave plenty of
food for thought.
I look forward
to seeing you
there!

By Mr Gould, Academic Director

The Fortfield Girls have been enjoying the pool this
week, as a good way to de-stress after exams. Now all
we need is the sun to come out..... brrrrrr! Everybody
say “Freeze” for the camera!
By Mrs Gould, Fortfield Houseparent

This Sunday Schola Cantorum will be singing at the
11.00am Eucharist at Tewkesbury Abbey. If you would
like to join us for the service, it would be lovely to see
you. The service ends at approximately 12.30pm.
By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor

Girls’ Sport
On the first weekend of half term
four of our Senior girls took part in
the IAPS tennis National
Championships. Ella and Dasha
were in the B tournament and, after
winning their pool comfortably, beat
Framlingham equally as comfortably
to become B team National
Champions. In the A tournament,
Serena and Lorna were in a knockout format. They beat the number 3
seeds in the 1st round and Millfield
fairly comfortably in the 2nd round.
In the semi-final they played
Bishopsgate, the number one seeds.
After a win and a loss in the singles it
came down to the doubles, which
we won in straight sets. In the final
we had the number 2 seeds and
again, it came down to the doubles.
At one set all and 8-8 in the tie
break it couldn’t have been closer,
but the girls held their nerve to win
10-8 and become IAPS National
champions - the first time Dean
Close girls have achieved this.

@DCPSmusic

Before half term, Chamber Choir performed in a Lunchtime Concert in
the wonderful setting of Bristol Cathedral. Their programme included
songs like ‘And We Sing Gloria’ by Jay Althouse, as well as some beautifully
contrasting and moving songs, like ‘The Lily and The Rose’ by Bob Chilcott.
The girls received some wonderful comments from appreciative members
of the audience, such as: ‘As a former Royal Academican, I feel qualified to
judge the standard and it was
superb. The programme was
delightful and the girls sang
with enjoyment and skill.’
Talia Recine (violin) and
Emily Cox (piano) also
played brilliantly, a fabulous
day was had by all.

Artist of the Week
Katherine Naylor
7E
Year 7 have been making ceramic
candle holders inspired by Antoni
Gaudi. Katherine Naylor has
produced this beautiful chimney
style piece, decorated with lovely
details inspired by nature. She has
glazed it perfectly and it looks
stunning with the candle light
shining through interesting shaped
holes.

Chaplaincy

Boys’ Sport
In the middle of a busy week of
exams it was great to see the boys
out enjoying the matches against
Beaudesert Park School on a
Wednesday. Highlights included a
50 off 32 balls from Billy Benson as
the 1st XI won by 20 runs and a last
over victory for the U9B, claiming a
wicket to help them win by 3 runs.

This half term in Christian Unions we are looking at tools from the Bible
which can be used when we are
facing tricky situations in the future.
We are looking at situations where
we might be angry, disappointed or
worried. On Monday we looked at
situations that can make us angry.
One tool we found during our time
together was the tool of forgiveness.
We forgive others because God
forgives us because of Jesus.

Q&A

Get to Know

ahead
Girls’ Tennis v Kingswood – 1st
VI, 2nd VI, 3rd VI, 4th VI & 5th VI
Home 12.30pm
Boarders’ Crickley Hill Picnic
(weather dependent)
Caldecote Campout (weather
dependent)
11.00am Schola Cantorum sing
Sung Eucharist at Tewkesbury
Abbey
5.30pm MCU Weekend Away
returns

Year 8 Leavers’ Trip to Devon
departs
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
5.15pm Senior Christian Union

4.30-6.15pm Senior Play
Auditions
4.30-6.15pm Dance Show
Rehearsal in the Centenary Hall –
pupils required

Boys’ Cricket v The Richard Pate

School – U11B, U10A, U10B and
Colts Home 2.30pm
Boys’ Cricket v Cheltenham
College Preparatory School –
U9A and U9B Home 2.30pm; U8s
Home 3.30pm
Boys’ Cricket v Sir Thomas Rich’s
School – U12A and U12B Away
4.00pm
Girls’ Tennis v Bromsgrove –
U12A VI, U12B VI, U12C VI and
U12D VI Away 2.30pm

10.00-11.00am Year 4 Come and
Join Us in Forest School
1.20pm Performance Platform
including Junior Choir and Junior
Orchestra – Centenary Hall
Dance Show Technical Rehearsal
4.00-6.00pm in the Bacon
Theatre
4.30-6.15pm Senior Play
Auditions

2.30pm Hall Service
2.30-5.30pm Dance Show Dress
Rehearsal in Bacon Theatre
4.30-5.45pm Call-backs Senior
Play Auditions
5.00pm Year 8 Leavers’ Trip
returns

Our Staff

MR BOB SHELLEY
Head of English

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: One of 7,500,000,000.
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: A massive hotel breakfast
with loads of different cereals,
nuts and dried fruit.
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: To be able to do a front
flip whilst walking along the
pavement.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: Success is having
successors.
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: To run an organic farm.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: Having been happily
married for a third of a century.

75th Anniversary of D-Day
Two Old Decanians lost their lives on D-Day. Peter MercerWilson (right) who at the time of his death was in command
of ‘Fighting Patrol’ C-Troop, 4 Commando. He was just 23
years old. Martin Bryan-Smith DFC & Bar (left), was Acting
Squadron Leader when he was killed aged 33. His Lancaster
Z-Zebra was shot down having successfully bombed key
coastal targets.

