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Healthy Living 

Year 7 spent much of Tuesday outside learning about how to keep fit 
in different ways, First Aid and how to make the most of what the 
outdoors has to offer through exploration and orienteering. 
 

A group came to me to say how much they were enjoying the day so 
I included their comments here:  ‘We did physical training (we think 
we are quite fit) then we went on a message hunt with clues around 
the School.  In First Aid we tackled CPR and Dr ABC, which means 
danger, response, airways, breathing and circulation.  That is such an 
easy way of remembering it!  In camping we learnt how to put up a 
tent and take it down, with the help of croissants and hot 
chocolate.  In the brook, mindfulness was relaxing and calm, with the 
bees buzzing and birds singing.’ 
 

Year 8 also enjoyed their own Healthy Living Day on Thursday:  ‘I 
liked being with my friends and working in whatever way we wanted 
as a team’ 
 

The balance of a bit of thinking time, a bit of fitness time, a bit of 
creative time and a chance to ask questions time has worked so 
well.  The staff have enjoyed accompanying the sessions too and 
some have joined in!  By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing 

Years 7 and 8 
This Monday the Junior Forms enjoyed 
their annual Expedition Day. 
 

Year 3 travelled to Broadway to climb the 
tower.  They took in the beautiful 62 mile 
radius view before a picnic lunch and trip 
to the adventure playground. 
 

Year 4 went searching for peregrine 
falcons along the River Wye.  They crossed 
over the rope bridge at the Biblins 
campsite and after a long hike back, 
everyone enjoyed ice creams! 
 

Year 5 had a fun-packed day at Croome 
Court, building dens and rolling down the 
hill!  Molly Rafferty said “It was a good, 
calming walk and a great reward for all of 
our hard work after our exams.” 



 

 

Pupils.  Listen carefully.  School is almost over but learning never stops.  The 
holidays are a time for rest, relaxation, family time and celebrations, but 
learning shouldn’t stop when the school gates close.  Here are some top tips 
to keep your brain ticking over: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Read regularly.  It doesn’t really matter what you read, just read. 
2. Get bored.  The most creative ideas often come when you think you 

have nothing to do.  So put down the phone, iPad or remote control.  
The world will not end if you do, I promise. 

3. Discuss current events.  Look out for interesting things in the news 
which grab your attention and discuss them with someone at home. 

4. Do something you’ve never done before.  Eat something new, go 
somewhere new, do something new. 

5. Ask questions.  Interesting ones. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 An attitude of gratitude 
 

The culmination of an academic year 
is a busy time in any school and no 
less so at Dean Close Prep. In lessons 
there is more excellent work being 
prepared for displays at Speech Day; 
music concerts are being finely tuned; 
sports finals are being contested and 
final rehearsals are taking place for 
extravagant events to mark the end of 
term. So much for the pupils to enjoy 
and so much for them to be grateful 
for! In my assembly this week, pupils 
were reminded of the importance of 
enjoying these special moments, 
especially our leavers. They 
were also prompted to 
display an ‘attitude of 
gratitude’, particularly to 
those who have 
contributed to their 
enjoyment and 
success over the 
last year…… 
Thank you. 



 

 

Last week, we enjoyed our final Performance Platform of the year, with 
performers from Y3-6 setting a very high standard! We were treated to a 
lively German ‘Dance’ from Junior Orchestra, with lovely singing from 
Morgan Chandler, Rosie Thomas and Alice Montgomery, beautiful lyrical 
cello playing from Christina Naylor, Adrian Pasetchnik and Isabella Phillips, 
confident piano playing from Amelia Wells, Alba Carames-Lane and Lilou 
Reaux, energetic violin playing from Ying-Tai Yilmaz, vibrant cornet playing 
from Max Davidson, superb 
ensemble playing from the 
Junior String Quartet, and 
enthusiastic singing from 
Junior Choir. Well done to all 
the  per formers  who 
entertained admirably! 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Molly has produced a fabulous 
fruit and veg inspired clay tile. Her 
blending of colours is sensitive, 
using sponge work to create 
texture. The addition of the flower 
shapes was a creative choice, 
demonstrating her ability to use 
her imagination to create designs.  

In Prayer Station on Thursday lunchtimes this 
term, we have been looking at how Jesus 
wants his followers to pray to the Father in 
heaven. Jesus knows exactly how to do this 
because He and the Father are always talking 
to each other. Every week, we have taken a 
line from the Lord’s Prayer and used it to 
shape our prayers to God. Why not make 
time to pray the Lord’s Prayer this week? Let 
us pray as God intended. 

Chaplaincy 

The rain held off for our last big 
block of fixtures of the term, against 
Beaudesert. In the seniors there 
were some convincing victories in 
tennis, with our 1st team winning 
their last game of the LTA league so 
they finish top of their group and 
progress to regionals in September. 
In cricket, our U9As lost but enjoyed 
a really competitive and well 
matched game, while our U11B 
team showed how much they have 
learnt this season and won a close 
game by 13 runs. 

Molly Wei  
6Y 

The weather finally abated and the 
boys were able to play some cricket 
o n  W e d n e s d a y .  N o t a b l e 
performances included narrow wins 
in exciting games for both the U10A 
and U10B sides. And fantastic 
bowling figures of 6 wickets for 6 
runs from Jasper Tomes. 

Girls’ Sport 

Boys’ Sport 

On Friday a group of athletes took 
part in the South West Prep School 
Regional Finals at Millfeld. All the 
athletes performed well. Emma 
Howitt reached the final of the 
hurdles while Charlotte Jenkins 
made the final of the 100m and 
200m.  Special mentions go to 
Corinna Clarkson who came 2nd in 
the 1500m, to Andrew King who 
won the 100m, Caitlin Thompson 
who won the long jump and Lorna 
Willmott who won both the 100m 
and long jump.  In doing so all four 
athletes have qualified for the 
national 
finals at 
the 
Alexander 
Stadium 
on the 1st 
July. We 
wish them 
every 
success. 

Athletics 



 

 

 
 

10.00am-4.00pm Sports Day (all 
pupils to attend) 
1.00pm Grand Final of House Tug
-of War Competition 

 
 

Boarders’ ‘It’s a Knockout’ event 
 
 
 

Year 7 Pupils’ Round-the-Clock 
event at DCS  

Extravaganza Rehearsal Week 
10.00am Tennis Tournament 
Finals 
No prep. Year 6, 7 and 8 may go 
home. 
Boys’ Cricket v The Parents – 1st 
XI Home 6.00pm 
Girls’ Tennis v The Parents – 1st 
VI and 2nd VI Home 6.00pm 

 
 
 

Extravaganza Rehearsal Week 
6.30pm Year 8 Leavers’ dinner in 
the dining room 
Boys’ Cricket – Junior and Senior 
House matches 2.00pm 
Girls’ Tennis – Senior House 
matches 2.15pm 

Girls’ Cricket – Junior House 
matches 2.15pm  

No prep. Year 6, 7 and 8 may go 
home.  
All kit to go home, no bags 
needed in school on Friday 
All rehearsals for Summer 
Extravaganza in Bacon Theatre 
until 5.15pm 
5.30pm Tewkesbury Abbey 
Schola Cantorum Final Evensong 
with Valediction of Choristers 
6.30-8.00pm Foundation Annual 
Report Presentation in the 
Centenary Hall  

5.00pm The End of Year 
Extravaganza at Bacon Pick Up 
6.30pm from the Bacon Theatre  

8.40am Chapel Service  
10.00am Speech Day Events 
commence. 11.15am Marquee 
opens for parents. 11.30am Prize 
Giving and Speeches in the 
M a r q u e e  f o l l o w e d  b y 
refreshments in Dean Close 
House Gardens 
12.30pm Pupils sign out from 
Marquee to go with parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR FRAINE 

Head of Science/Wilton Houseparent 
 

Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Lucky, hopeful, 
trustworthy. 
 

Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Lunch is my favourite 
meal of the day during term time.  
 

Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: I’d like to be an architect. 
 

Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Genius is one percent 
inspiration, ninety-nine percent 
perspiration.  
 

Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: I once had a job handing 
out free beer from a bicycle, it’d 
be fun to do that again! 
 

Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: I went to Barcelona,  and 
taught myself Spanish.  

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Speech Day 

As Speech Day is imminent we thought we would 
find an old picture and here it is….Boys receiving 
their prizes from the Chairman of Governors and 
Dr Flecker (the first Headmaster) on the 
Headmaster’s lawn in 1902. 


