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Dear Parents, Pupils and Friends of Dean Close Preparatory 
School, 

Welcome to our first edition of ‘Hermes’ for this academic year! 
I do hope that you will enjoy reading this publication each week. 
Published on a Friday, this highlights the range of wonderful 
activities in which the children at DCPS are involved, as well as 
looking ahead to future calendared events.  

A special welcome to our many new families this term. I do hope 
that you already feel part of this unique and welcoming Dean 
Close community. 

Each week Hermes also contains top tips and observations from key members of our teaching staff, as we all navigate 
the various exciting challenges of our busy term. I do hope that you have all received, downloaded, or pasted to the 
kitchen fridge, this term’s calendar, where you will find the ‘who, where and whens’ for the term ahead. If you have any 
queries, please ask in your child’s House, or at the Front Office, where you will always find a friendly face. 

In my ‘Welcome Back’ Assembly at the start of term, I asked the children to think back over the recent holidays and 
consider all the adventures, discoveries, skills and knowledge that they acquired whilst AWAY from school. It was 
wonderful to hear about all the ‘out of class learning opportunities’ that have taken place. I trust that these will continue 
as parents and staff work together to ensure that your child remains curious, making continual progress, both in and out 
of the classroom. 

Further information regarding ‘in-class-learning’ is available to all parents at next week’s Curriculum Evenings (please see 
the calendar for further details). I would encourage all parents to attend if they can. Wishing you a wonderful term 
ahead and a year full of enjoyable challenges and appreciable progress!       

 

Welcome  
Headmaster’s 

 

The Headmaster with new Year 3 pupils following their fun 
Forest School morning. 



 

 

On the first day of the summer holidays four pupils competed in 
the National finals of the National Prep Schools’ Athletics 
championships, having qualified from the South West regionals a 
couple of weeks earlier. The Nationals were at the Alexander 
Stadium, in Birmingham, often host to international meetings, so it 
was a fantastic experience for our athletes. Andrew King ran in 
the U13 100m heats but unfortunately was unable to progress. 
Corinna Clarkson was 8th in the U13 1500m, running a PB time. 
Caitlin Thompson competed in the U12 long jump and finished 3rd 
to gain a bronze medal, also getting a PB of 4.28m. Lorna Willmott 
competed in the U14 long jump, and her 2nd jump of 5.08m was 
enough to earn her the gold medal. She then went in the 100m 
heats and progressed to the final, breaking the Championship 
record in doing so with a time of 12.78s. She won the final 
comfortably to earn her second gold medal of the day and her 
third National title of the term – two in athletics and one in tennis! 
Well done to all 4 athletes who did brilliantly to get to the 
Nationals and were so competitive on the day. 

Hockey Practice – all Year 7 and Year 8 girls. Pick up 2.15pm 
Rugby Practice – Year 6, U13B and U12B. Pick up 2.00pm 
Rugby v Royal Grammar School Worcester (Training games) – 
U13 and U12 Home 2.30pm 

Boarders’ Trip to Mojo Active Outdoor  

Music, Speech and Drama lessons commence this week 
Year 6, Year 7, Year 8 Handwriting Competition in English 
lessons  
Lunchtime and after school Activities begin4.30pm Junior and 
Middle Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 
7.15-9.00pm Curriculum Evening for parents of pupils in Year 6, 
Year 7 and Year 8 in Centenary Hall 

7.15-9.00pm Curriculum Evening for parents of pupils in Year 6, 
Year 7  and Year 8 in Centenary Hall 

 

8.15-9.30am Year 3 and 4 Parents’ Coffee Morning in 
Centenary Atrium 
Hockey v Beaudesert Park Preparatory School – U9A, U9B 
Home 2.00pm; 1st VII, 2nd VII, U11A, U10A Home 2.30pm; 
3rd VII, 4th VII, 5th VII, U10B Home 3.15pm; U11B Away 
2.15pm; U11C Away 3.00pm 
Rugby v St John’s on-the-Hill School – U13A, U13B, U11A 
Home 2.30pm; U10A and U9A Away 2.30pm 

Alex Chalk Talks@ 4.30-5.15pm Centenary Hall (All Year 6, 
Year 7 and Year 8 to attend) 

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer Fellowship in Dean Close 
House 

Sports 
The  boarders  have  returned  full  of 
excitement,  wonder  and  expecta on  ready 
for  the  start  of  a  new  term.    Its  always  so 
good  to  be  able  to  reunite  with  our 
“extended  family”  in  our  boarding  houses, 
with so much that is familiar for many and so 
much that is new for everyone! We have met 
new  friends  in  the  dorms,  and  have  loved 
seeing  them  se le  in  so  well  and  become 
part  of  the  family. We  have  met  so  many 
new  staff,  and  even  welcomed  our  new 
Houseparents  in  For ield!  We’ve  had  the 
chance to play on the trampoline, ride the Go 
Karts,  run  about  on  the  CPA  and  chill  out 
inside  in  the  living  rooms.  Oh,  and  in 
between that we’ve had some  lessons too…. 
It’s great to be back! 


