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New Beginnings 

Last Friday, Year 3 had the most exciting morning getting to know 
each other whilst taking part in a number of different Forest School 
Activities. 
 

To start the morning off, we all had a hot chocolate and a biscuit 
before Mrs Hunt sent the children on a treasure hunt.  They brought 
back a range of goodies which included part of an egg shell, feathers, 
sticks of all shapes and sizes and heart-shaped leaves.  The treasures 
were placed onto the treasure tables and the children shared their 
reasons for choice.  They then took part in a number of collaborative 
tasks which allowed them to meet new friends and explore the 
Forest School. 
 

The highlight of the morning had to be a camp-fire where the children 
toasted marshmallows and listened to a story. It was lovely to see 
new friendships growing. 
 

By Mrs Ridsdale, Year 3 Teacher 

in Forest School 

The Handwriting Competition 
Years 7 and 8 

 

Here’s what we do: 
 

1. Pupils analyse their handwriting in 
pairs: legibility, consistency, quality 
of individual letter formation, 
joining of letters, etc. 

2. They set themselves two key 
targets for improvement. 

3. They practise their handwriting, 
focusing on those targets. 

 

With effort and determination over time, 
we can all improve our handwriting!   
That’s what we believe. 
 

By Mr Shelley, Head of English 



 

 

Pupils:  Welcome to the new school year!  Before term started, teachers 
were in School for meetings and training.  I told them that I was excited for 
two reasons.  Firstly, because a new school year means a new pen, and I love 
stationery.  Secondly, because, after an excellent holiday, I am enjoying 
getting back into the busyness of school life and supporting teachers to help 
you, our pupils, engage with your learning and make good progress.  I hope 
you are also excited about the weeks ahead and see school as a brilliant place 
to be. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 
Breadth and Depth 
 

It was fabulous to welcome a large 
number of parents to our curriculum 
evenings this week.  I do hope that 
the various addresses were both 
enlightening and energising, as we 
work in partnership to create the best 
learning environment for your 
children.  I am pleased that we were 
able to share with you the values that 
lie at the heart of our curriculum, 
ensuring that pupils are appropriately 
challenged, whilst also enjoying a 
breadth of opportunity.  Next week, 
scheduled trips to Chedworth Roman 
Villa (Year 4) and Bristol 
Zoo (Year 6) complement 
the learning taking place 
in the classroom and 
help to provide the 
broad educational 
experience of 
which the school 
is so proud.  

We had a very exciting, first weekend for the    
boarders with a Saturday visit to the Lido, despite the 
slightly cooler temperature, followed by a fab trip to 
Mojo Active on Sunday.  In amongst Zorb football, 
assault courses, climbing and shooting each other 
with (blunted!) arrows, there was a lot of laughter 
and fun with friends. 
 

By Mrs Sheldon, Fortfield Housemistress 

Var Fader, du som ar I himlen; Lat 
ditt namn bli helgat. 
 

Does anyone recognise those 
words?  They are taken from the 
service that Schola Cantorum sang 
in Vasteras Cathedral this summer 
while on tour.  As the pupils were 

told about in assembly last week, the choristers had an amazing 
time singing in Vasteras and Uppsala and while we didn’t learn very 
much Swedish, the boys did a very good job of singing in Swedish! 
 

Now we are back to our regular routine of morning rehearsals and 
choral evensong at Tewkesbury Abbey.  At our first evensong on 
Thursday last week we welcomed our new Choral Scholar, Mr 
Holownia, and our new Organ Scholar, Miss Carter, to the        
Abbey.  They will be working with Mr Bell and Mrs Lyons and our 
16 choristers including 6 new probationers – Rufus Jordan, Theo 
Chambers, Owen Hynes, Sammy Bradley, Hari Sanghera and     
Patrick Rafferty.  We are looking forward to a busy year of services 
and concerts.  By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 

The Parents’ Hockey Club is always welcoming new 
members, whether you’re an expert, looking to 
brush up on your skills, or have never played before! 
 

The club meets on Saturdays during term time at 
8.00am for an 8.15am pushback, with coffee        
afterwards. 
 

For more information, email Sarah on 
dcparenthockey@gmail.com 



 

 

The musical life of the school hit the high notes straight away this week, 
with music lessons and ensembles galore ringing the walls of DCPS. Choirs 
are such an important part of school life, with over half of the school 
involved singing in one way or another. Junior Orchestra had excellent 
attendance at the first rehearsal and were making a fabulous sound. Mr 
Wilson is keen to hear 
from anyone interested in 
forming a rock or pop 
band this year. Swing 
band, flute ensemble, 
junior choir, there is 
something for everyone. 
Come and get involved. 
And you can follow us on 
twitter @DCPSmusic 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

It has been fantastic to hear that 
some pupils have been busy 
getting creative over the summer 
holidays. Matilda Pitt produced 
this superbly presented page 
detailing the life of artist Frida 
Kahlo. She has combined research 
with drawings/ideas of her own, 
recording them creatively and 
imaginatively. Well done, Matilda!  

We have started a series examining our school prayer in our Friday services. 
We encourage anyone to pray alongside us, 
‘Almighty God, we thank You for the gift of your holy word. May it be a 
lantern to our feet, a light to 
our paths, and a strength to 
our lives. Take us and use us 
to love and serve everyone in 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in the Name of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’ 

Chaplaincy 

The girls’ hockey season kicked off 
with a bang on Wednesday with 12 
teams in action against Beaudesert. 
There was a fairly even split of wins 
and losses, with the pick of the 
victories being the 3rd VII winning 4
-1 and the 1st VII winning 10-0! So 
many of the coaches commented on 
the fantastic communication and 
team work displayed by our girls; 
important skills transferable to so 
many other areas of life. Awesome 
work, girls! 

Matilda Pitt 
5PW 

The Rugby season is well and truly 
up and running with a number of 
training games taking place at the 
weekend and  matches  on 
Wednesday. The U12A have come 
together well in such a short time 
and played some encouraging rugby 
on Saturday, winning the training 
match convincingly. On Wednesday 
the U10A had a well fought victory 
with four tries for Sammy 
Beardsmore and some wonderful 
defence from Zac Litman. 

Girls’ Hockey 

Boys’ Rugby 



 

 

 
 

8.00am-6.00pm NSEA CLC SJ 
Competition at Rectory Farm  
8.15-9.30am Year 7 Parents’ 
Coffee Morning in Centenary 
Atrium 
Hockey v Redmaids’ High School 
– 1st VII, 2nd VII, 5th VII and 6th 
VII Home 12.30pm; 7th and 8th 
VII 1.15pm 
Rugby – Festival at Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School U8 
and U9s Away 10.00am 
Rugby – Festival at Dean Close 
Preparatory School U10 Home 
10am  
Rugby v Wycliffe Preparatory 
School –  U13A and U13B Away 
1.45pm; U12A, U12B and U11A 
Home 1.45pm 
Boarders’ Wide Games Outdoor 
Evening 

 
 

 
9.30am-4.00pm Year 4 Trip to 
Chedworth Roman Villa  
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union  

9 .00am School  Ind iv idua l 
Photographs 
 

 
 

8.15-9.30am Year 5 and 6 
Parents’ Coffee Morning in 
Centenary Atrium 
Hockey v Abberley Hall School – 
1st VII Home 2.30pm 
Hockey v Berkhampstead 
Preparatory School – U11A and 
U11B Home 3.30pm 
Hockey v Royal Grammar School 
The Grange – U10A and U10B 
Home 2.15pm; U11C Home 
3.15pm 
Rugby v The Downs Malvern 
College – U13A, U12A and U10A 
Away 2.30pm; U12B, U11A and 
U11B Home 2.30pm 
Rugby – Festival at The Downs 
Wraxall Preparatory School U11C 
Away 2.30pm  

9.00am Year 6 Trip to Bristol Zoo 
7.30pm Scholarship Information 
Evening in Centenary Hall 

2.30pm Hall Service  
Hockey v Berkhampstead 
Preparatory School –U9B Home 
3.30pm; U9A 4.00pm 
6.00pm DCPS and DCS Boarding 
Sibling Tea in Dean Close 
Preparatory School Dining Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS SAFFRON GREENWOOD 

Resident Pastoral Assistant Wilton 
 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Not good at counting. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Brunch. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To be a chef. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Don't worry, be happy.  
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: To be a cheese tester. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer:  Graduat ing  from 
Liverpool University with a BA 
Honours degree.  
 
 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Football 

With the Rugby season in full flow, we thought that you 
may like to know that the boys in the winter term used to 
play football until 1938. Pictured here are the 1892 Dean 
Close football team.  Dean Close is now in the 81st year of 
playing rugby. 


