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Year 4 Visit 

In History, Year 4 are learning about invaders and settlers. This term 
they are starting with the Romans. So, on Monday they went on a trip 
to the local Roman Hotspot - Chedworth Roman Villa. 
 

Chedworth Roman villa was owned by a very rich family in around 
AD300. If it was today it would be like a mansion owned by a film star 
or a footballer. The family at the villa had slaves to do all their work 
for them while they ate treats like garlic snails and stuffed dormice in 
their beautiful dining room. Some of the mosaic floors have been 
excavated and were incredible. 
 

In the classroom the children were allowed to hold REAL ROMAN 
ARTEFACTS and then were made to dress up like slaves and make 
Roman medicine by grinding up herbs into little sachets. After that 
they then got a chance to explore the grounds and the sacred spring. 
 

Overall a fantastic day out, where the children had a chance to see 
living history first hand. 
 

By Mrs Fletcher, Year 4 Teacher 

Chedworth Roman Villa 

This week, Year 8 Charity Ambassadors 
were joined by some Year 7 pupils to 
help host and welcome guests at Family 
Space's AGM. 
 

They spoke at the event about the 
fundraising activities we organised last 
year and they are all very excited about 
supporting the charity in new and 
different ways over the coming year. 
 

By Mrs Hunt, Head of Pastoral 



 

 

 

With the new term well underway, the Prep School is exploring the 
possibilities of DIRT – Dedicated Imrovement and Reflection Time – 
to help children make progress in their learning. Teachers across the 
curriculum regularly give time in lessons for children to assess their 
own work, their own progress and what they find difficult or easy.  
This approach is known to bring benefits to children’s learning, as 
they grapple with what they need to know, which working methods 
work best for them, and how they edit and redraft their work to 
understand where – and why – they made mistakes. In some lessons 
the children are used to holding up red, green and yellow cards, in 
some they assess each other’s work, in some they look closely at 
work they themselves have done, analyse it and identify what works 
and what doesn’t. We believe this is a powerful tool to encourage 
children to take charge of 
their own learning, as well as 
to help them grow as people 
who understand their own 
strengths and areas for 
development. 
 
By Mr Donnelly, 
Director of Studies 

 Parent satisfaction. 
 

It has been lovely to welcome a large number 
of parents, both new and current, to our 
informal year group coffee mornings at the 
start of this term. These have been a useful 
opportunity to share information about the 
parent-focused activities that take place 
within the Dean Close Community. I am 
particularly grateful to our volunteers who 
act as ‘Parent Reps’ for each year group. 
They are used as a point of contact in dealing 
with general parent queries, organising social 
events – or even just searching out the odd 
lost rugby sock! News will follow soon from 
the findings of last term’s ‘Parent Satisfaction 
Survey’ and I am very grateful to those who 
took the time to respond. I hope that 
all parents will find us to be a 
school that is keen to foster an 
o p e n  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e 
relationship, allowing us to 
work together to continually 
seek ways to improve the 
educational provision for 
all within Dean Close.  

“Anyone for Haggis?!” 
 

A boarding favourite at the Prep School is a good game of ‘Haggis’ down at 
the brook.  It was such a lovely evening to be running around the school the 
grounds, buying ‘Haggis’ from the sellers and trying to avoid the Gappers 
disguised as ‘thieves’.  It was so lovely to be outside and active with our new 
friends! 
 

By Mrs Gould, Boarding Coordinator 

The Parents’ Hockey Club is always            
welcoming new members, whether you’re an 
expert, looking to brush up on your skills, or 
have never played before! 
 
The club meets on Saturdays during term time 
at 8.00am for an 8.15am pushback, with coffee        
afterwards. 
 
For more information, email Sarah on 
dcparenthockey@gmail.com 



 

 

After a fabulous first week, Junior Orchestra (without the Year 4s, as they 
were enjoying being Romans in Chedworth) were fabulous at playing 
Arapahoe Indians again on Monday. Our Year 5 flautists played with superb 
articulation, creating excellent accents. The strings worked hard at playing 
the final 4 bars, pizzicato, plucking them as a perfect ensemble. Best of all 
were the dynamics, with superb crescendos from the whole orchestra. It is 
amazing that all of these 
musical elements also 
came up in our Senior 
Orchestra piece on 
Tuesday.  Watch out for 
information coming 
home soon about 
‘instrument trials’.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week
The Art department would like to 
encourage all pupils to take a look 
at the new board outside the DT 
room and find an opportunity to 
‘Like and Share It’! If you have 
created a piece of artwork or 
found an image you like and can 
share it with others, come and see 
one of us in the Art department 
and we will put it on the display. 
Let’s get sharing great ideas and 
inspirations!  

This term in our Christian Unions we will be 
tracing the garden and wilderness thread that 
runs through the whole storyline of the Bible. We 
will see how God wants us to enjoy life in all of 
its fullness through friendship with Jesus. If you 
would like to find out more, please take a look at 
our new Chaplaincy Board opposite Yeaman 
House. The Christian Unions meet every 
Monday night to play games, sing and learn more 
about God. 

Chaplaincy 

There has been a lot of hockey 
played in the last week. Highlights 
have been the good 4-2 win by the 
1st VII against Redmaids on 
Saturday, and both U10 teams 
beating RGS on Wednesday. 

A great week of rugby with all boys 
in year 3 to year 5 taking part in 
matches on Saturday. The U8's 
equipped themselves very well 
playing as a team and showing good 
skills. At the top of the school the 
U11A and U13A team have enjoyed 
wins against Wycliffe and The 
Downs Malvern with Daniel Wu 
scoring 5 tries. The U11C and U10B 
teams also enjoyed good wins and 
p u t  i n  f a n t a s t i c  t e a m 
performances.  All boys must be 
commended for their attitude and 
determination playing rugby in such 
warm weather.  Well done! 

Girls’ Hockey 

Boys’ Rugby 



 

 

 
 

Hockey v Kingswood School – 1st 
VII, 2nd VII, 3rd VII and 4th VII 
Home 12.30pm; 5th VII, 6th VII, 
7th VII and 8th VII Home 1.15pm 
Boarders’ Crickley Hill Picnic and 
Orienteering Adventure 

 
 
 

Year 8 Boarders’ Town Trip  
 
 
 

DCS Rugby and Hockey Skills Day 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

9.00am-4.30pm Year 5 Trip to 
Mary Arden’s Farm  

 
 
 

9.00am Year 7  Snowdonia Trip 
departs 
Hockey v The Elms School – 
U13A, U13B Away 2.30pm; 
U11A, U11B Home 2.30pm 
H o ck e y  v  S t .  E d w a r d ’ s 
Preparatory School – U10A and 
U10B Home 3.15pm 
Rugby v Abberley Hall – U11A 
and U10A Away 2.30pm 

Rugby Triangular v Abberley Hall 
and The Downs Wraxal l 
Preparatory School – Home 
2.30pm 

Year 8 Healthy Living Day 

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer 
Fellowship in Dean Close House 
8.30am Year 8 and Year 7 Tutor 
time 
8.30am Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5  
Form time 
8.30am Year 6 House time 
2.40pm Harvest Chapel Service – 
Mr E. Harris 
3 .40-4 .40pm Dean Close 
Foundation U13A Rugby Practice 
with St John’s on-the-Hill School 
Exeat begins after Chapel 
5.00pm (approx.) Year 7 
Snowdonia Trip returns 

 

Boarding Houses open from 
6.00pm – Boarders return by 
7.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR JONATHAN LETHABY 

Wilton Gap Tutor 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: (An) optimistic outdoor 
academic. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Afternoon Tea. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To get into Oxbridge and 
read Theology. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: It's easy to say thank you 
for praise, but much harder to say 
thank you for criticism. 
  
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Something in the armed 
forces. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Passing my driving test. 
 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Harry Prance 
Congratulations to Harry Prance (who left DCPS in 2006) 
and the rest of The Courtauld Institute of Art team that 
beat the London School of Economics students 
on University Challenge on Monday night.  Harry is a PhD 
student and his Thesis is on Malleable Material: Middle 
Byzantine Eucharistic Objects. 


