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Year 5 Visit 

On Tuesday Year 5 went on a trip to Mary Arden’s farm to 
experience life as a Tudor.  We dressed up in Tudor clothes and 
learnt some interesting facts about Tudor clothes: for example, 
did you know that the only underwear Tudor’s had was a long 
white shirt made out of linen that both the boys and the girls 
would wear? 
 

We then split into groups and started different activities such as 
grinding herbs, painting wall hangings and bread making. Our 
favourite activity was making bread; we made it with yeast, 
water and flour and then it was cooked over a fire. We got to 
taste it at the end and it was delicious.  Once each group had 
done 3 activities we had earnt our self some lunch. After lunch 
we did some Tudor dancing, watched somebody make butter 
and we met Bella the eagle owl. 
 

We all really enjoyed the trip but were glad to return to the 21st 
century!  By Alba Carames-Lane and Verity Lilley, Year 5 

Mary Arden’s Farm 
Year 8 have enjoyed a blustery day of mixed 
activities, both physical and cerebral with the 
theme of relationships in mind.  They started 
the day with an introductory talk on the age of 
consent and the importance of trust, and     
respect in a relationship.  This will be followed 
up by a code of honour drawn up together in 
PSHCE lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Their anonymous questions taken in class were 
then answered, and any follow-up queries will 
be answered in lessons next week. ‘Reading 
Between the Lines’ was a fascinating study in 
interpreting our emotions by watching our 
physical behaviour, and ‘You and Your Phone’ 
reminded them of the BBC app OWNIT which 
can alert them to any angry or upset language, 
with advice and the offer of helplines. Fun    
Fitness and Team Building provided the           
all-important fresh air and exercise break they 
needed in between. 
 

By Mrs S Davies, 
Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing 



 

 

Throughout September we have been focusing on the value 
‘Equality’. Tutor groups have discussed its meaning and looked for 
examples of pupils who have really championed equality in school. As 
well as thinking about others, we want pupils to reflect on how they 
display equality, both in and out of lessons. This doesn’t just mean 
treating others equally; it can also mean treating subjects equally. 
Most children have favourite subjects and ones they are less keen 
about. It’s common to find some subjects more challenging than 
others. Whether a lesson is a favourite or not should not determine 
how much effort pupils apply. We want them to give of their best, to 
give equal effort, whatever they are doing. Only then can they 
achieve what they are really capable of. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 Wrestling with technology 
 

Have no doubt that Dean Close is a school 
that wants to make the most of technological 
advances that benefit the learning of all our 
pupils and enhances the teaching taking place 
in every classroom. As a progressive school, 
we are keen to embrace software and 
hardware solutions throughout the 
curriculum and not just through the 
computing syllabus. Across the Dean Close 
Foundation we are currently reviewing the 
strategic direction in harnessing opportunities 
in IT and embedding digital learning. It was 
therefore helpful to recently gain input and 
healthy debate from members of the Parents’ 
Society Committee as we wrestle 
with the issues at the heart of 
these vital strategic decisions. 
Further information, as well as 
the presentation offered by 
Mrs Rubringer (Head of 
IT and Digital Learning), 
will be shared with 
parents in our next 
weekly mailing. 

The boarders’ made the most of the autumn sunshine last 
weekend by going orienteering around Pittville Park.  It was a 
great excuse to explore this beautiful place and they combined 
it with some fun on the obstacle course, play equipment and a 
very well deserved ice-cream at the end. 
 
By Mrs Fraine, Wilton Houseparent 

Meet Bobbi!  Last week, Junior Forms suggested 
names for our new programmable robot. We had 
many variations of the name Bob in the 
suggestion box. These ranged from simply ‘Bob’ 
to ‘Bob-a-Tron’. We have settled on the name 
Bobbi. Our robot was so happy with the new 
name, it did a little dance. Thank you to all that 
made a suggestion. By Miss Rubringer 



 

 

We are proud of our wonderful boy choristers of Schola Cantorum, but 
did you know, DCPS has its first Girl Chorister? Emma Stevens, has 
recently become a member of Gloucester 
Cathedral Girls Choir. This is a huge 
achievement as there have only been 30 
girls in the choir’s short history. Emma sings 
Evensong in Gloucester Cathedral every 
Monday afternoon, as well as occasional 
services at the weekend. Our boys sing 
services at Tewkesbury Abbey every 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and many 
Fridays. They are lovely peaceful services 
and anyone attending would be very 
welcome to support our boys, and now, 
girl! 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Natasha Cameron did this 
beautiful painting on her own 
during the holidays. Look how well 
she blended the various colours 
and tones and used different 
marks and brush strokes to create 
a soft pastel dream-like effect. It’s 
lovely to see pupils being creative 
in their own time so do bring in 
your works of Art to show us! 

 

Chaplaincy 

A special mention this week goes to 
three girls who have stepped into 
the role of goalkeeper for various 
teams, due to illness, injury or the 
Year 7 trip to Snowdon! Thank you 
to Evie Turner, Corinna Clarkson 
and Rose Rutherford for filling the 
gaps so willingly, enthusiastically and 
brilliantly! What great role models 
for others, showing exactly the 
qualities we value in all our sports 
girls and doing things for the good of 
the team. Well done! 

Natasha Cameron 
5PW 

On the rugby pitch the U9A and 
U9B teams enjoyed a busy 
afternoon at Beaudesert playing a 
full hour of rugby. Henry Whiteoak 
made some fantastic tackles and 
both Mr Gould and Mr Veron were 
thrilled with the efforts of the boys. 
The U13A played a triangular with 
The Downs Wraxall and Abberley 
Hall. A sloppy start against Abberley 
was costly but they finished the day 
with a good win against The Downs, 
with Aiden Bartlett and Ben Lord 
putting in a fine display. 

Girls’ Hockey 

Boys’ Rugby 

On Saturday we joined forces with the 
Senior School and pioneered Dean 
Close’s first trip to the youth 
apologetics conference ‘Reboot’ in 
London. There was a real buzz as 
hundreds of young people gathered to 
hear speakers such as Professor John 
Lennox tackle difficult questions about 
the interface of science and religion, 
medical ethics and more. We look 
forward to taking a few more year 
sevens and eights next year! 



 

 

 
 

Exeat 
 
 
 

Exeat. Boarding Houses open 
from 6.00pm – Boarders return 
by 7.30pm 

 
 
 

4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15-7.15pm Senior Christian 
Union Trip  

DCS Strings Day 
Swimming Gala v Beaudesert Park 
Preparatory School – Year 4, Year 
5 and Year 6 Away 4.45pm 

 
 
 

Hockey v Wycliffe Preparatory 
School – 1st VII, 2nd VII, 4th VII 
and 6th VII Home 2.30pm; 8th VII 
Home 3.20pm; U11A, U11B, 
U10A and U9A away 2.30pm; 
U10B away 3.20pm; U8A Home 
3.45pm 
Rugby v  Cl i f ton Col lege 
Preparatory School – U13A, 
U13B, U11A, U11B and U11C 
Away 2.30pm; U12A, U12B,  
 

U10A and U10B Home 2.30pm  

1.30pm Performance Platform in 
Centenary Hall 
4.15pm Interhouse Quiz Oaksey v 
Yeaman 
Swimming Gala v Cheltenham 
Ladies’ College – Year 7 and Year 
8 Girls Away 4.45pm 

8.30am Year 7 Gideon’s Visit in 
Centenary Hall 
1 0 . 0 0 - 1 1 . 0 0 a m  Y e a r  4 
Cheltenham Literature Festival 
Visit to hear Robin Stevens 
1 .00pm Schola  Cantorum 
perform at Chapel Arts 
2.30pm Hall Service   

 
 
 

8.40-10.30am Open Morning 
Hockey – U8 Festival Home 
10.00am 
Hockey v Bristol Grammar School 
– 5th VII, 6th VII, 7th VII and 8th 
VII Home 12.30pm; 1st VII, 3rd 
VII Home 1.20pm; 2nd VII, 4th VII 
Away 1.45pm 
Rugby – Festival at Clifton U8, 
U9A and U9B Away 10.00am 
12.30pm-2.00pm – Dean Close 
Foundation U13A Rugby practice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS ANGIE PEARCE 

Hockey Sports Coach 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Busy, outdoorsy, 
dedicated.  
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Breakfast - its the only 
meal I have time for!  
 
Question: What is your role 
within school? 
Answer: Hockey/Sports Coach. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Believe in yourself and 
anything is possible. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Cooking. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: My two children Will and 
Harriet. 
 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

In this picture taken in 1909, you will notice in the 
background the Pre-Prep, Caldecote and Wilton before 
they were bought by the School.  Caldecote and the Pre-
Prep (as we know them today) were purchased in 1919 for 
£3,100. Prior to the School purchasing the building that the 
Pre-Prep is in today it used to be the horse stables for the 
private residence of ‘Caldecote’. 


