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Year 7 Visit 

There’s a well-known Mountaineers saying, “There’s no such 
thing as bad weather, just bad equipment!” The Year 7s might 
disagree about the weather, but they were all suitably equipped 
to deal with the moisture thrown at them on Snowdon this year 
– and some hardy groups did actually manage to summit – 1085 
rain soaked metres! One young mountaineer was heard to say, 
“The rain and wind just made it more exciting!” 
 

Equally thrilling, the huge ex-military trucks ferried us up the 
shattered, slate quarried mountainside around Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, before delivering us to catch the railway deep into the 
slate caverns. In past times, the miners would work a twelve 
hour day underground – a sobering thought. 
 

A lighter tone was struck as we viewed the tons of Welsh ‘Deep 
Mine’ Cheddar maturing for six months. You can buy it in 
Sainsbury’s! (Other supermarkets are available). 
 

Finally, the children were highly praised for their manners and 
demeanour by the shopkeepers of Betws-Y-Coed. Well done, 
Year 7!  By Mr Cahill, Head of Geography  

Snowdonia 
The first rounds of this year’s Interhouse Quiz 
took place this week, with teams of pupils in 
Years 7 & 8 grappling over questions which 
tested both their knowledge and their          
understanding.  Quiz team captains were able 
to select rounds of questions ranging from  
English literature to current affairs.  Well done 
to those pupils selected to represent their 
House in these feats of courage, confidence and 
mental strength! 
 

By Mr Moss, Headmaster 



 

 

Teachers teach: pupils learn. It sounds incredibly simple yet this facile 
concept conceals a morass of assumptions, relationships and context. 
On Friday afternoon, after the children had started their well-earned 
Exeat, the staff swapped roles for a lesson and discovered (or re-
discovered) what it meant to learn. Mr Veron taught the staff an 
impromptu French lesson and for me, at least, I remembered the 
dread some pupils must feel when they feel the teacher will pick on 
you for an answer…I must have literally shrunk in my chair, for I 
escaped that particular fear. Knowing 
how pupils approach lessons, how 
they bring their own anxieties or 
assumptions and how we can teach 
through - or with - everything the 
children bring to the classroom, is 
central to good teaching and learning. 
The experience also helped to refocus 
us on just how much progress you can 
make if both you and the teacher are 
determined to make the most of your 
D.I.R.T opportunities. 
 
By Mr Donnelly, Director of Studies 

 Open Morning 
Tomorrow (Saturday, 5th October) we look 
forward to welcoming prospective pupils and 
their parents to our termly Open Morning. 
Many of our current Year 8 pupils will relish 
the opportunity to guide our visitors around 
the Prep School, as they take pride in the 
learning, teaching and enjoyment so evident 
here. We are fortunate to be a school where 
pupil numbers are at capacity in some year 
groups and where our admissions team is 
kept busy through regular 
enquiries. I have no doubt 
that the fine reputation of 
the school is primarily 
boosted by our supportive 
parent body and I am 
grateful to all those 
w h o  h a v e 
encouraged so 
many visitors to 
join us for 
what will be 
a busy day 
tomorrow.  

Life in boarding is never dull! Whether they are baking with 
matron, enjoying a trip to Tesco’s to spend their pocket mon-
ey (a very exciting Year 8 privilege!) or getting up at the crack 
of dawn for exciting Early Morning training with Mrs Stephens, 
they keep very busy – it is no wonder they enjoyed a chance to 
relax over exeat! 
 
By Mrs Sheldon, Fortfield Houseparent 

Year 7s have a wonderful problem – a choice of 12 
books! 
 
In our continual drive to encourage more and more 
enjoyment of reading, we are giving each of our Year 7s a 
FREE novel to read and to keep!  They have a choice of 
12 great titles to choose from – mostly novels.  We’ve 
been discussing why it’s not always best to ‘judge a book 
by its cover’ and we have compared the ways that 
writers try to ‘hook’ us – with dramatic, humorous or 
intriguing opening pages.  The books will be delivered 
towards the end of term – an early Christmas present! 

Go to the website 
‘Bookbuzz’ to find 
out more about 
the books. 
 
By Mr Shelley, 
Head of English 



 

 

String players from across the year groups attended at fabulous DCS String 
Day, run by the Carducci Quartet on Tuesday. Younger players started 
with a musical Conker Fight, intermediates enjoyed playing Chim Chim 
Cheree, whi lst  more 
advanced violinists were 
pushed to play a beautiful 
Ashokan Farewell. Another 
highlight was the violas 
rendition of My Heart will go 
on, from Titanic. Finally all 
104 string players played a 
jolly Ragtime. What a sound 
it was and what fun we had 
playing with pupils from 
many different local schools.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week
Pupils in year 3-5 taking part in the 
sketchbook programme have been 
drawing animals this week. They 
have worked hard to develop 
accurate drawing skills, using 
different marks to describe the 
furry texture and blending 
appropriate colours and tones for 
greater realism. Well done to 
Simren Kuner for drawing this 
lovely tiger cub so well!  

Last week, we had our annual harvest chapel service. The entire school had 
the opportunity to celebrate the goodness of God in providing what we 
need. We would like to say a 
special ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who donated food. It is great 
that God gives us enough to be 
able to help those in need!  
However, we can thank God at 
any time and in any place. Why 
not take a moment to thank 
God for something good? 

Chaplaincy 

There was much excitement on 
Wednesday as our U8s had their first 
match. There was so much really 
good play but unfortunately one 
weak quarter in which we didn’t 
tackle in defence, cost us the game. 
Elsewhere, the U11s, U10s and U9s 
all enjoyed good victories for both A 
and B teams against Wycliffe, with 
the U11B performance being 
described as ‘awesome’! There were 
comfortable wins for the 1sts, 3rds, 
4ths and 6ths too – so a good 
afternoon all round, in glorious 
sunshine! 

Simren Kuner 
4JF 

A busy Wednesday with a block 
fixture against Clifton. Special 
mentions go to Max Fu and Kevin 
Law who scored a number of tries 
for the U13B in what was a closely 
fought contest and to John 
Bullingham who was impressive 
with his tackling and work rate in 
the U11B team.  The U10A and 
U10B sides enjoyed good win as did 
the U11C team. The U13A played 
some good rugby but did not have 
enough of a threat when in 
possession.  

Girls’ Hockey 

Boys’ Rugby 



 

 

 
 

1 0 . 0 0 - 1 1 . 0 0 a m  Y e a r  6 
Cheltenham Literature Festival 
Visit to hear Hilary McKay 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

2.00-4.00pm Year 6 Mathematics 
Challenge 
4.35pm Deacon v Boarders 
Interhouse Quiz  

 
 
 

1 0 . 0 0 - 1 1 . 1 5 a m  Y e a r  8 
Cheltenham Literature Festival 
Visit: Evaluating the ‘Dystopian’ 
novels 
Hockey v Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College – 1st VII, 2nd VII, 7th VII 
and 8th VII Away 2.30pm; 3rd VII, 
4th VII, 5th VII and 6th VII Home 
2.30pm 
Hockey – Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School Tournament 
U10A and U9A Away 2.30pm 
Hockey v Berkhampstead 
Preparatory School – U10B, U8A 
and U8B Home 3.30pm 
H o c k e y  v  S t  E d w a r d ’ s 
Preparatory School – U11A 
Home 3.30pm 
Rugby v Bromsgrove Preparatory  

School – U13A, U12B Away 
2.30pm; U13B, U12A, U11A, 
U11B, U11C, U10A, U10B, U10C 
Home 2.30pm 
Rugby – Festival at St Hugh’s 
Preparatory School U9A and U9B 
Away 2.00pm  

Hockey – U13 IAPS Regionals at 
Repton School 10.00am 
District Cross-Country Round 1 
at Cheltenham Tigers RFC – U11 
and U10 Away 3.45pm  

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer 
Fellowship in Dean Close House 
Hockey – U11 IAPS Regionals at 
Cheltenham College Preparatory 
School 10.00am 
Rugby v The Richard Pate School 
– U9A, U9B and U8s cancelled 
Home 3.30pm  

 
 

Hockey – Severnside Tournament 
U9A and U9B Home 10.00am 
Hockey v The Dragon School – 
1st XI and 2nd XI Away 2.00pm; 
4th VII, 5th VII, 6th VII and 7th VII 
Away 3.00pm 
Foundation Rugby v Sir Thomas 
Rich Grammar School – U13A, 
U13B and U12A Home 1.20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

MR CHARLIE HOLMES 

Wilton Gap Tutor 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Tall, bearded, and 
northern.  
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Dinner, especially when 
its chips, cheese and gravy.  
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To have an historical 
academic text published on the 
History of Science. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: ‘Cheer up, it’s almost 
Christmas’. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Formula 1 Driver. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
A n s w e r :  R e c e i v i n g  m y 
unconditional offer to study 
History at  De Montfort . 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

The Chapel organ has over 2,500 
pipes!  The pipes range in size from only a 
few centimetres in length through to the 
largest at nearly five meters on the 
façade.  The organ took nine months to 
build and was installed in the summer of 
2014, by organ builders Nicholson & Co. of 
Malvern. 


