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Y8 Hockey Coaching 

Over half-term, ten fantastic Year 8s (Bella Chihota, Corinna 
Clarkson, Liv Thomas, Barney Mason, Ed Smart, Alexa Ellison, 
Nuala Benson, Katherine Naylor, Emma Howitt and Florence 
McKinnes) gave up their time to help with a hockey coaching 
session to pupils in Year 2 to Year 6 at Shurdington Primary 
School. They were perfect ambassadors for the school and 
showed great patience to coach children who normally have 
very little chance to play hockey. However, some of the 
‘Shurdy’ children were better than one or two Year 8s at playing 
the hockey versions of ‘Stuck in the Mud’, ‘Grandma’s 
Footsteps’ and ‘British Bulldog’!  
 

By Mr Standing, 
Yeaman Housemaster 

at Shurdington Primary 

EAL pupils from Year 4, Year 7 and Year 
8 have been practicing their English skills us-
ing lots of kinesthetic games during their les-
sons so far this term. This is a fun way to 
learn about grammar, phonetic and creative 
writing! Well done everyone! 
 

Mrs Goodwin, Head of EAL 



 

 

Apparently, we should all aim to be 
successful failures. 
 

I was interested to read an article in 
the Times this week. A recent study 
has suggested that people learn 
fastest when they fail 15 per cent of 
the time. If work is too easy, 

boredom can set in and learning tails off. If challenges are too difficult, 
people become inclined to give up. Therefore, as teachers, we’re 
looking for the Goldilocks principle: work that is neither too hard nor 
too easy, but just right. The image of the signposts above suggests 
that we can only succeed when we avoid failure. This research 
suggests that the opposite is true: it’s only when we fail that we have 
the chance to truly succeed.  
 

This also ties into important values such as resilience and 
independence. Pupils need to be encouraged to persevere when they 
find things difficult and should not look for help immediately. If they 
do, they can miss out on important learning opportunities and that 
wonderful feeling when you succeed at something you initially found 
difficult. 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 
‘Change Starts with Us!’ 
 

Dean Close Prep takes great pride in its 
pastoral care provision, which is rooted in 
our well- established House structure and 
our dedicated tutor and form groups. We aim 
to establish a culture of good behaviour 
where pupils treat one another, and all 
members of the community, with respect. As 
mentioned in our Anti-bullying Policy 
(available on the school’s website) we believe 
that the best way to tackle bullying is to try to 
prevent it happening in the first place. As 
'National Anti-Bullying Week' 
takes place next week, I am 
pleased that we are able to 
once again raise the profile 
of bullying, as we create 
a climate where 
everyone agrees 
t h a t  i t  i s 
u nac c ep t a b l e . 
Read further on 
this important 
topic below 
…  

Next week we will be taking part in the National Anti-
Bullying Week.  Pupil volunteers will take part in a film   
making competition on Tuesday and Thursday during first 
break, and will be offered the chance to wear odd socks on 
Tuesday the 12th, so please come prepared, the brighter 
the better!  All pupils will also be given a Dean Close Anti-
Bullying wristband to wear during the week.  The theme is 
‘Change Starts With Us’, emphasising the need for a      
community drive on inclusivity and widening our friendship 
circles to include people we do not usually talk to.  The   
pupils will also complete a survey on bullying so we can 
check on how included or left out they feel at school. This is 
done every year around this time and has resulted in   
changes to break time supervision and a friendship bench 
too.  Tutor time and house time will continue the          
conversation around this national theme. 
 

By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing, 
sadavies@deanclose.org.uk  

Are you a boy aged 6-10 who likes to sing? 
 

An opportunity to join the choristers of Schola Cantorum 
for rehearsals and sing evensong in Tewkesbury Abbey. 
 

For more information contact Mrs Lyons, 
jclyons@deanclose.org.uk / 01242 258001 



 

 

All classes have been enjoying their Class Performance lessons at the start 
of this half-term. Pupils of all abilities, whether they have had six music 
lessons or 600, have the chance to play to their friends in class and 
celebrate their progress. We have enjoyed pieces that are “works-in-
progress”, plenty of people managing to show resilience by dealing with 
nerves, as well as  polished exam performances; all vital in the process of 
music making. Well done 
to everyone who has 
performed.  SCHOOL 
PLAY: Tickets for Annie 
are available and going 
f a s t !  G o  t o 
www.bacontheatre.co.uk 
to book yours. 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week
Freya based her homework on 
Mendhi patterns. She combined a 
wide range of patterns into an eye 
catching composition. Although 
these types of patterns are 
typically dark brown, she chose to 
add colour to her work, which 
gave them life and an individual 
effect. Freya has a lovely, quirky 
style to her art work, which has 
been shown here. 

As we draw closer to Remembrance Day, it is good to pause and think 
about those who have sacrificed so much to protect us so well. Many men 
and women in our armed forces continue to make sacrifices for our good. 
As we remember them, we 
can turn our eyes to Jesus 
and remember how he too 
paid the ultimate price for 
our sake. Why not take a 
moment this week to 
reflect on these amazing 
sacrifices? 

Chaplaincy 

A big set of fixtures with Clifton saw 
a mixed bag of results, as expected. 
The 7th VII, despite losing, were 
delighted to score their first goal of 
the season with just three seconds of 
the match left! There were hard-
fought draws for the 6th VII and the 
U11B – so pleasing to hear of the 
resilience shown by the U11Bs in 
coming back from 2-0 down. The 
U10As won a close match 2-1, while 
the 4th VII played brilliantly to get a 
4-0 win. The 1st VII had their 
toughest match of the season and 
although finished with a 5-2 win, 
were made to battle all the way. 
What a fantastic afternoon of sport! 

Freya Suckle 
5AE 

Just before everyone broke up for 
half term all pupils took part in the 
House Cross-Country. As the 
runners came out from changing, 
the rain began to fall quite heavily 
and we all thought it would be a 
very wet affair.  Fortunately the rain 
stopped as the Juniors started their 
race and it kept away until the end 
of the final race.  You might say it 
was timed to perfection. It was 
wonderful seeing runners of all 
ability try their hardest for their 
house and how well everyone 
supported each other. The winners 
of the races are as follows: 
Junior Boys - Harry Cottam 
Junior Girls - Elizabeth T-C  
Inter Boys’- Arthur Clarkson 
Inter Girls’ - Verity Lilley 
Senior Boys’ - Andrew King 
Senior Girls’ - Corinna Clarkson 
Junior Boys’ - House, Oaksey 
Junior Girls’ - House, Yeaman 
Inter Boys’ House - Boarders 
Inter Girls’ House - Yeaman 
Senior Boys’ House - Deacon 
Senior Girls’ House - Oaksey 
Overall House - Deacon 

Girls’ Hockey 

House Cross Country 



 

 

 
 

8.15-9.30am Year 8 Parents’ 
Coffee Morning in Centenary 
Atrium 
Rugby – Triangular at St John’s on-
the-Hill School U10A and U10B 
Away 10.00am 
Rugby – Triangular at Dean Close 
Preparatory School U9A and U9B 
Home 10.00am 
Rugby – Festival at The Downs 
Wraxall Preparatory School U8 
Away 10.00am 

 
 

Anti-Bullying Week 
1.30pm Performance Platform in 
Centenary Hall 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

2.00pm Be a Chorister for the 
Day 

 
 
 

8.50-11.30am Year 8 Trip to 
Gloucester Mosque  
Hockey v St. Hugh’s Preparatory 
School – U11A, U11B, U9A and 
U9B Home 2.00pm; 3rd VII, 4th 
VII, 6th VII and 8th VII Home 
2.45pm; 1st VII and 2nd VII Home 

3.30pm; U10A Away 2.00pm; 
U10B Away 2.45pm 
Rugby v Pinewood Preparatory 
School U13A, U13B, U10A, U10B 
and U10C Home 2.30pm; U12A, 
U12B, U11A, U11B and U11C 
Away 2.30pm 

Hockey – U13 IAPS National 
Finals at Repton School 
8.30am School Council Meeting – 
Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 in CH8 
Rugby v Berkhampstead – U9A, 
U9B and U8s Home 3.30pm 
6.00pm DCPS and DCS Boarding 
Sibling Tea in Dean Close 
Preparatory School Dining Room 

 
 
 

8.00am-6.00pm NSEA Plate 
Championships at Keysoe EC  
Hockey v Clifton College 
Preparatory School  – 1st XI and 
2nd XI Home 12.40pm 
Foundation Rugby v The King’s 
School Worcester – U13A and 
U13B Home 2.30pm; U12A and 
U12B 
Boarders’ Murder Mystery Night  
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS GEORGIA HICKS 

Residential Pastoral Assistant Fortfield 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Organised, driven and 
ambitious. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Brunch.  
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To complete my PGCE 
and become a teacher.  
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Do something each day 
that makes you smile. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Professional figure 
skater. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer:  Graduat ing  from 
University last year. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

We Will Remember Them 
747 Old Decanians were in the armed services during WW1.  Of 
them, 135 are known to have died. Lieutenant George Birch 
(pictured) is the first know Old Decanian to have been killed 
during WW1, he died when a shell burst overhead during a hand to 
hand fight with the enemy. He died on the 14th September 1914, 
aged 19. 


