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Anti-Bullying Week 

As part of the National Anti-Bullying Week, we have had a week 
of whole school fun around the challenge of what can we change 
about the way we behave towards others?  Hollywood came to 
DCPS on during Tuesday and Thursday break times with 
cameras rolling as lots of us made short soundbite videos on the 
topic of anti-bullying.  The range of odd socks on Tuesday was 
dazzling and a reminder of different is interesting and unique, and 
definitely cool!  Every single pupil had their own Dean Close Anti
-Bullying wristband which is being worn all week.  The theme is 
‘Change Starts With Us’, emphasising the need for a community 
drive on inclusivity and widening our friendship circles to include 
people we do not usually talk to.  We completed a survey on 
bullying so we can check on how safe we feel at school. We have 
seen some very interesting comments already about how lunch is 
organised and whether it encourages different friendship groups 
to mix.  We have had to answer some tricky questions such as 
how many times this week have you: ..?  The whole community 
has been asking itself these questions, teachers included.  
 

By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing 

All pupils were given a full tube of Smarties 
after House Cross Country before we broke 
up for half-term, which had been kindly 
donated by Family Space. 
 
Our Christmas charity appeal this year 
started by eating the Smarties and then filling 
the tube with coins, preferably 20ps. 
 
Please can you return the full tubes to 
Houses before the end of November. 
 
Mrs Hunt, Head of Pastoral 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During Road Safety Week, the police often do roadside checks of 
vehicles for safety, highlighting the dangers of poorly maintained 
vehicles and offering advice to drivers, or running speed checks and 
reminding the general public of how speeding is a major cause of 
accidents and contributor to deaths through road accidents. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although we are not running any events within school, we would like 
to remind parents of the importance of preparing their children for 
dark evenings.  Fluorescent material does not work in the dark! We 
need to wear something reflective so we can be seen when car 
headlights are shining towards us. Even a small patch of reflective 
material can help drivers to see us from very far away. The following 
websites have more advice on what to do and wear, and also some 
highway code reminders. 
 

https://www.roadsafetyheroes.co.uk/be-safe-be-seen 
https://www.think.gov.uk/education-resources 
 

By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing 

 
Celebrating diversity 
 
Dean Close Prep welcomes children from all 
cultural backgrounds and we enjoy 
celebrating the diversity that this brings to 
our community. This week, pupils in Year 8 
visited a mosque in Gloucester, as part of an 
enrichment activity led by our Religious 
Studies department. The pupils learnt about 
the Islamic faith and culture from the local 
Imam and reflected on the comparisons with 
their own cultural traditions. Developing an 
appreciation and understanding of 
other faiths is vital, if we are to 
nurture pupils that exhibit 
tolerance and an appreciation 
that each individual is 
unique and valued. We 
are fortunate to be 
part of a community 
which, through 
visits such as 
these, is able to 
celebrate such 
diversity. 

Something we are looking at in the longer term here at 
DCPS is developing a more philosophical outlook, by 
which we mean examining our assumptions, listening to 
understand (rather than simply listening with a view to 
responding), allowing our own thoughts to be 
developed further by those of others and following a 
line of thought from beginning to end. This kind of 
approach fits neatly with our Christian and service-
based ethos and provides a different model for work 
than what often seems the approach of the modern 
world: think to be right, or to be first, or to defeat 
someone’s argument. What if we thought in order to 
help others so that we might be standing not on the 
shoulders of giants, but in turn on each other’s 
shoulders, helping each other at every moment we 
think about an idea? What if thinking could be truly 
collaborative? 
 

By Mr Donnelly, Director of Studies 

After a lovely time 
back home for half-
term, the boarders 
arrived back excited 
for the next half of 
term but, in Fortfield, 
the girls were mostly 
excited to see how 
the redecoration had 
gone! The newly 
painted walls, new 65 
inch TV and their 
new hoodies went 
down very well!   
They’re now looking 
forward to the new 
sofas arriving! 
 
By Mrs Sheldon, 
Fortfield Houseparent 



 

 

We enjoyed a fantastic Performance Platform on Monday with lots of 
pupils involved. The concert began with the Junior Orchestra giving their 
first public performance of the year after only 6 rehearsals. They wowed 
the audience with Arapahoe Warriors and Gypsy Dance. We had lots of 
solo performances with plenty of pianists, clarinettists, violin players and 
singers. One of the highlights was 3 year 8 girls, Emma, Brianna and Martha 
singing a beautiful 
trio of Slipping 
T h r o u g h  M y 
F i n g e r s .  T h e 
Senior Strings 
rounded off the 
concert with an 
exciting Cavalcade.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

This week’s sketchbook task for 
Year 3-5 was to draw a musical 
instrument. There have been 
some super drawings and Henry 
has worked really hard to draw 
this cello, showing lots of detail. 

 Well done! 

It has been Anti-Bullying Week this 
week. In Prayer Station, we have been 
thinking all about how Jesus has told us 
to love our neighbours as ourselves. The 
famous parable of the Good Samaritan 
in Luke’s gospel teaches us that we 
should love even those who hate us. In 
those days, it was shocking for a 
Samaritan to care for an injured Jewish 
man. Who would we need to care for to 
shock the world as the Good Samaritan 

Chaplaincy 

The Year 7 and 8 swimming team 
have enjoyed fantastic success in 
their last two galas, winning against 
both Cheltenham College and 
Beaudesert.  There were some 
superb indiv idual  and team 
performances, with Dean Close 
winning 7 out of 8 relays in each gala. 
The swimmers have worked with 
determination in early morning 
training and it is wonderful to see 
their motivation and commitment.   

We have introduced a Science 
Challenge for Y6-8 this year.  

Pupils have the option of carrying 
out scientific tasks, should they 
choose to. We will set the tasks 
half termly.  

The current one reads like this: 

Y6-8 Optional Science Challenge 

Design and build, out of junk, a 
marble run that will last for 
between 50 and 60 seconds. 

Reduce plastic use by investigating 
how to make ‘milk plastic’ to 
create your own Christmas 
decorations, or other items. 

Science Challenge 

Henry Wells 
3JS 

Year 7 & 8  
Swimming  
success! 



 

 

 
 

8.00am-6.00pm  NSEA Plate 
Championships at Keysoe EC  
10.00am-5.00pm Senior Play All 
Cast Rehearsal 

 
 
 

Road Safety Week 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

1 1 +  M u s i c  a n d  D r a m a 
Scholarship Auditions  

 
 
 

H o c k e y  –  S e v e r n s i d e 
Tournaments 1st VII and 2nd VII 
Home 1.30pm; U11A and U10A 
at Wycliffe Preparatory School 
1.45pm 
Hockey v Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School – U11B, 
U10B, U9A and U9B Away 
2.00pm; 3rd VII, 4th VII, 5th VII 
and U11C Away 3.00pm; 6th VII 
and U8 Away 4.00pm 
Rugby – Pinewood Preparatory 
School Rugby 7s Tournament 
U13A Away 12.30pm 
Rugby v Bromsgrove – Dean 
Close U13B and U12B against 

Bromsgrove U13D and U12D 
Away 2.30pm 
Rugby – The Downs Wraxall 
Preparatory School Rugby 7s 
Tournament U12A Away 1.00pm 
Rugby – Festival at Dean Close 
Preparatory School U10A and 
U10B Home 2.00pm 
Rugby – Festival at Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School U11A 
and U11B Away 2.00pm  

Hockey – U11 IAPS Nationals at 
Haileybury College 
5.30pm Schola Cantorum sing 
Evensong at Dean Close School 
Chapel 
7.15pm Music Scholars’ Concert 
in Prince Michael Hall 

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer 
Fellowship in Dean Close House 
Hockey – U13 In2Schools County 
Tournament Home 10.00am 
Lesson 3 12.15-1.15pm Tutor/
Form Time Preparation for 
Charity Fair 
2.30-3.45pm Charity Fair 

 
 
 

Exeat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR KEVIN DONNELLY 

Director of Studies 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Curious, thoughtful, 
reflective. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Supper, it helps me relax. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: To be a novelist. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Plough your own furrow 
– my dad’s advice. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Be a commentator in the 
TMS box, chatting about cricket 
with friends and eating cake. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Having two beautiful 
children.  

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Dean Close and Gloucester Rugby Club 
Three recent Old Decanians (2019 leavers) have signed 
professional rugby contracts with Gloucester Rugby Club.  Josh 
Gray, George Barton and Archie Benson have all benefitted from 
the Gloucester Rugby Academy with whom, for the last five years, 
Dean Close are formal educational partners.  All three boys also 
represented England U18s last year. 


