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Senior Production

Annie!

With a cast and crew of over
110 pupils, a huge team
effort was required to bring
the story of the orphan
Annie to performance level.
Irrespective of their role
either on stage or behind the
scenes, the commitment of
the cast and crew - with
their enthusiasm for, and
sheer enjoyment of, the
creative process - was
infectious. Following hours
of discussion and rehearsals,
the story of Annie’s journey,
alongside the backdrop of
political change and unrest in
1930’s America, with the
stock market crash,
prohibition
and
unemployment, was told
through words and song.

Taking on the full West End
2-hour version of this musical was a decision taken not without due
consideration of the maturity and understanding required by a relatively
young and unexperienced cast. The determination and resilience of the
entire team resulted in a joyous production, leaving many already asking
what next year’s play will be! By Mrs Lawrence, Director of Drama & Dance
Now ‘check out’ what else has been
happening at Dean Close Preparatory School

The weather did nothing to dampen
the enthusiasm and generosity of
those helping and spending at the
Charity Fair last Friday.
A massive thank you to everyone
involved and all those who came
along. The grand total raised was
£2,569.32 !!

All pupils were given a full tube of
Smarties before half-term, kindly
donated by Family Space. Please can
you return the tubes filled with
coins, preferably 20ps, as soon as
possible.
By Mrs Hunt, Head of Pastoral

Stage skills

As terms nears its close and performances take centre stage (pun
intended), it is worth reflecting on the academic value of co-curricular
work. Here at DCPS we strongly believe that the experience of
working on a play or a concert or a tournament has academic value.
For children who find academic work difficult it is a chance to
succeed alongside peers and with teachers (just as you might inside
the classroom) and for those who don’t find academic work difficult it
is an opportunity to challenge oneself in a different way. Everything
we do here at DCPS works in a kind of symbiosis in the hope that
ultimately our skills and talents will be of benefit to others in
whatever context we choose to work in.

There can be no doubt that this week’s focus
has been on ‘Annie’. Our senior drama
production has fully occupied the hearts and
minds, not to mention the days and long
evenings, of the vast majority of our senior
pupils. Whether on stage, or put to vital use
behind the scenes, whether starring in the
spot light, or more comfortable in the chorus,
be in no doubt that valuable learning is taking
place. The children involved are challenged
intellectually, socially and emotionally as they
develop valuable skills,
including concentration,
collaboration
and
confidence. Superb stage
skills
have
been
mastered, bringing
joy
to
many
audiences. Hooray
for Annie - I hope
you enjoyed it!

By Mr Donnelly, Director of Studies

Congratulations to Isaac Stott, Isaac Hanfrey, Morgan
Chandler, John Bullingham and Otto Martin on receiving
their Intermediate Chorister Awards at the Abbey last
week.

We love birthdays in boarding, especially when it means
more treats! These boys had a great time enjoying pizza for
Andrew’s birthday in Caldecote this week, and the whole
house got to celebrate with him and enjoy some of his
cake. Having 30 “siblings” can have its benefits when it
comes to having a big celebration with friends!

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor

By Mrs Gould, Boarding Coordinator

Girls Sport
Last Friday the U13 1st VII
continued their success by
becoming England Hockey
In2hockey county champions. In
addition, four of our girls played
with the DCS U14 team on
Tuesday and won the West region
finals, so will contest another set of
Nationals next term. In matches on
Wednesday, there was a mixed bag
of results but the pick of the
victories would be the U10As 6-0
win over Hatherop Castle School –
a real team performance to which
every girl contributed.

@DCPSmusic
Congratulations to Imogen Bowen and Evie Schmidt-Martin who have
been accepted into the National
Youth Girls’ Choir. The girls will
have the opportunity to attend
residential courses and give
concerts in enormous venues up
and down the country. We are
proud of this fantastic achievement
to get into this group. We are also
hugely proud of Lex Recine who
last year became a member of the
National Children’s Choir of GB. It
is wonderful to see all of these
singing opportunities for everyone,
alongside the choristers in school.

Artist of the Week
Elsa Jack
3JS
Boys’ Sport
Despite all the rain and a number
of last minute cancellations of
festivals there was still plenty of
good rugby on show. The U11's
enjoyed a festival at Dean Close.
All the boys put in huge amounts of
effort and were certainly muddy by
the end. The U10B and U9's went
to Cheltenham College for an
impromptu fixture. Mr Wadsworth
was delighted with the spirit the
U10's played their match in and Mr
Gould enjoyed the defensive
improvements made by the U9's.

Elsa produced a beautiful Venetian
mask design this week in her
sketchbook. She looked really
carefully at suitable shapes and
detail, and the glitter finished it off
perfectly!

Chaplaincy

This Sunday will mark the start of Advent, when Christians will be thinking
about the promised return of Jesus. In assemblies and chapel, we will be
considering the wonderful kingdom that Jesus will bring with him, as
described in chapter nine of
Isaiah. In it, God promises a new
born king that will rule brilliantly.
He will be wise, powerful, forever
caring, and will establish peace.
Jesus is the greatest leader the
world will ever get.

Q&A

Get to Know

ahead
Late Start to School 9.30am
Registration Year 6, Year 7 and
Year 8 pupils
Hockey v Royal Grammar School
Worcester – 1st XI Away 1.45pm;
2nd XI Away 2.45pm
Hockey v Cheltenham College
Preparatory School – U10A,
U10B and U8 Home 10.00am;
U9A and U9B Away 10.00am;
U11A, U11B and U11C Away
12.45pm
Rugby – Senior House Rugby
1.00pm
6.00pm Schola Cantorum sing in
Advent Carol Service at
Tewkesbury Abbey
ABRSM Examinations this week
4.30pm Junior and Middle
Christian Union
5.15pm Senior Christian Union
5.45pm Prefects’ Dinner with
Headmaster

5.30-7.15pm
Evening

Year 6 Parents’

and U12 A Away 2.30pm
Rugby – Junior House Matches
2.00pm
Hockey – Senior and Junior House
Matches 2.15pm
5.00-9.00pm Sip and Shop Event
in Centenary Hall

9.30am-1.00pm Junior Forms’
Trip to Everyman Pantomime
5.30-7.15pm Year 7 Parents’
Evening

8.30-9.30am Parents’ Prayer
Fellowship in Dean Close House
2.30pm Hall Service – Mr T.
Wilding
7.30pm Schola Cantorum sing in
HELP concert at Cirencester
Parish Church

12.30pm-2.00pm Boys’ Hockey
Practice Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8

Our Staff
MISS BRYONY PARKINSON
Chaplains Assistant

Question: How would you
describe yourself?
Answer: Basically a grandmother.
Question: What’s your favourite
meal of the day?
Answer: Brunch!
Question: Do you have a secret
ambition?
Answer: I’d like to run a
marathon.
Question: What’s the best piece
of advice you have ever been
given?
Answer: Always double check
your spelling.
Question: If you could do any job
for a day, what would it be?
Answer: Probably a trick horse
rider in a circus, or a professional
hummus taster.
Question: What accomplishment
has made you most proud?
Answer: Last year I knitted my
first jumper (see Question 1) and
the pattern was in Norwegian!

Rugby v Prior Park School – U13A

Bebe Lawrence - Annie - 2006
In 2006 Mrs Lawrence’s daughter, Bebe (who was in Year 8 at
the time), played the lead role in Annie. Bebe is pictured here
with the Headmaster’s dog who played a surprise role.
Congratulations to all those who were involved in the fantastic
performance this week.

