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We are writing to tell you a little bit about Dean Close Eco Warriors club. 
We have been active for about six months and we are now at a stage where 
you will start to hear more from us! We run our club through a model called 
Eco Schools and were awarded their Bronze Award at the end of last year. 
This was achieved by carrying out an environmental review, a brook clean 
up, writing letters to Trustees and organising a ‘walk to school week’. We 
will be pressing on with the Silver Award this year. The walk to school week 
has morphed into an Eco Week and there will be opportunities for all 
students to get involved, other than by walking to school and with parent 
involvement encouraged.  
 

If pupils have suggestions for the Eco Week, they should pass these on via 
the Eco Committee member in their class. The Committee meet every half 
term. If parents have suggestions, please email them to Mr Fraine 
(drfraine@deanclose.org.uk) who will forward them to us, the                 
Eco-Warriors, to respond. 
 

Yours environmentally, The DCPS Eco-Warriors 

Cinderella was a big hit with all of 
Junior Forms. We enjoyed the singing 
and the dancing but mostly being able 
to join in with the actors on the stage. 
Tweedy made us laugh with his pet 
iron (Keith) and entertained us by 
riding around on a tiny bike and 
playing music on a number of 
interesting objects. It was a great way 
to start the festive season! 
 

By Mrs Ridsdale, Year 3 Teacher 

Eco-Warriors 



 

 

Pupils, I have a challenge for you. Next time you go home and are 
asked how your day was, stop and think before you answer. Too 
often it’s tempting to give the same old response: “Fine.” or “Ok.” or 
“There was pizza for lunch.” Whilst all of these might be true for you, 
they don’t give the full picture. Several mums and dads have told me 
how useful they have found Parents’ Evenings as they have had a 
chance to look at their children’s work and find out exactly what has 
been going on at school. So pupils, think and then try and give some 
detail when asked about your day. What was the best lesson, and 
why? Did you find anything difficult, and what did you do about it? Did 
you ask an interesting question? What can you do now that you 
couldn’t do last week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 Manifestos 
 

As election fever grips the country, I am 
delighted that with our senior forms we will 
be running a ‘mock’ poll over the next week. 
This allows us all to reflect on the core values 
associated with democracy, the rule of law, 
the freedom of speech and a tolerance of the 
views of others, as well as many of the 
pressing issues of our time linked to 
healthcare, climate change and Brexit. Sadly, 
however you view the truthfulness of general 
election manifestos, there appears to be 
widespread scepticism in many 
quarters as to whether they 
should be believed. As we 
seek to hold our politicians 
(both in and out of school!) 
to account in the days 
ahead, we can 
similarly remind our 
children of the 
importance of 
‘ a c t i o n s 
s p e a k i n g 
louder than 
words’. 

On Saturday, it was inflatable 
fun for the boarders.  They 
had an entertaining afternoon 
with a DCPS first:  Human 
Hungry Hippos and the Disco 
bouncy castle! 
 
The Caldecote boys put on a 
particularly impressive display 
fighting the double bungee 
cord!  The old favourite sumo 
suits also went down a treat 
and everyone really enjoyed 
themselves! 
 
By Mrs Sheldon, 
Fortfield House Parent 



 

 

 
It was music exam week for some pupils, 
including our first Singing for Musical Theatre 
exams. Most of the results will be in within 
the next few weeks and emailed to parents, 
but three pupils already have results for other 
exams; Henry Swan excelled, getting a 
distinction in his grade 5 saxophone, whilst 
Hugo Brooks-Hughes received a merit for the 
tricky grade 5 theory; Tom Bailey passed his 
prep test on the piano. As we come back after 
the holidays it is time for the House Music 
Competition. Pupils should be ready to play in 
class to gain points for their House.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Nadia has chosen a really lovely 
quote, thoughtfully illustrating it 
creatively and finishing it beautifully. 
Well done! The Art department are 
looking forward to seeing some 
other cleverly illustrated quotes 
over the coming week.  

This week all of our CUs celebrated the 
end of term with a Christmas party. We 
had a lot of fun playing silly games 
(pictured: The Chocolate Game) and 
eating far too much sugar. It was good to 
pause in the middle and reflect on a 
couple of verses from Isaiah about the 
reason for it all. Jesus, the saviour of the 
world, was born! As a Chaplaincy team, 
we wish you and your family all the joy 
of that good news this Christmas.  

Chaplaincy 

The final week of hockey fixtures 
for the girls unfortunately saw 
several matches cancelled on 
Saturday morning due to frozen 
pitches. However there was a good 
draw for the 2nd XI against RGS 
and a superb 5-1 win for the 1st XI, 
also against RGS. House matches 
on Wednesday were hard fought 
and showed how much progress all 
the girls have made this term. 

The rugby season came to an end 
for the senior boys this week with 
final matches against Prior Park 
Bath and house matches.  The 
house matches were played in a 
f an ta s t i c  sp i r i t  and  w i th 
almost every boy from Year 4 to 
Year 8 playing for their house it 
really was a house effort. The finals 
2 school matches were good 
games of rugby with the U13A and 
U12A coming away with fine 
wins.  The U13A controlled the 
game well and won with some 
ease, while the U12A showed 
great spirit in coming from behind 
to win. 

Boys’ Sport Nadia 
Newton-Jones  

3JS 

Girls Sport 



 

 

 
 

8.00am-6.00pm NSEA Grass 
Roots Regional SJ Championship 
Final at Kings Bromyard EC 
Boarders’ Christmas Movie 
Cinema Trip with Christmas 
Shopping  

 
 
 

DCPS Poetry Competition – all 
pupils to choose a poem to learn 
by heart over holidays, ready for 
first day of Lent Term, 2020 
No prep in the final week – pupils 
may go home from 4.35pm 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 
6.30pm Boarders’ Christmas 
Dinner  

4.30-6.15pm Year 8 Parents’ 
Meeting in Centenary Hall, CH1, 
CH2, CH3 and CH4 (pupils 
should attend) 
6.30pm Schola Cantorum Service 
at Tewkesbury Abbey 

 
 
 

School Christmas Dinner, bring 
your Christmas hat. 

3.30pm All games kit be taken 
home including hockey sticks for 
both boys and girls. PE kit for all 
years except Years 6 and 7 be 
taken home. Years 6 and 7 have 
PE on Thursday. 
7.30pm DCF Community Service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols in 
Chapel all welcome. 

4.35pm Pupils may sign out and 
leave. All school bags and 
equipment to go home today 
including PE kit for Years 6 and 7. 
Those in ‘A Christmas Cracker’ 
return to Centenary Hall. All 
school bags and equipment to go 
home today, including PE kit for 
Years 6 and 7.  
5 . 0 0 p m  ‘ A  C h r i s t m a s 
Cracker’ (Parents welcome. No 
tickets required) Pick up 6.15pm. 
6.30pm Boarders’ Parents Supper 
in  DCPS Dining Room. 

11.30am DCPS Carol Service by 
Candlelight in Chapel. At the end 
of the Service all pupils will return 
to the Prep School (houses) from 
where they can be signed out. 
12.45pm Term ends 
1.00pm Houses close 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS ALEX HORLOCK 

Wilton Matron 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Organised, caring, 
helpful. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Lunch (in school). 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: I’d like to buy another 
motorbike. 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Stand by your beliefs, no 
matter what. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: Following Natasha 
Cameron’s successful ‘Head for 
the day’ auction win, I’d quite like 
to try that myself…but only for a 
day!) 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer: Married for 16.5 years! 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

DCS Cheltenham - 50 Acre Site 

Did you know that Dean Close Cheltenham site occupies the 
largest privately owned land in Cheltenham?  

50 acres in total (the size of 45 football pitches). This is the 
same size as St Michael’s Mount, which is a tidal island in 
Mount’s Bay, Cornwall.   


