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Boarders 

The weather outside was frightful 
But everyone looked so delightful. 
And as it wasn’t yet time to go 
To Christmas dinner we did go, we 
 did go! 
 
The tables were lit and sparkling 
As the night outside was darkening 
Compulsory sprouts not so good, 
But we made up for it with 
 chocolate pud! 
 
When we finally finished the food, 
We had to say sad farewells to 
 loved staff 
But with full tummies and full hearts 
 and feeling good, 
Good night and Merry Christmas, 
 on DCPS boarding’s behalf!  
 
By Mrs Gould, 
Boarding Co-ordinator 

Year 6 to Year 8, Optional Science 
Challenge: 
 

1. Design and build, out of junk, a 
marble run that will last for 
between 50 and 60 seconds.               

2. Reduce  p l a s t i c  use  by 
investigating how to make ‘milk 
plastic’ to create your own 
Christmas decorations, or 
other items. 

 

The deadline for completing the 
challenge is Friday 10th January 2020 
(the first Friday after the Christmas 
holiday). 
 

By Mr Fraine, Head of Science 

Christmas Dinner 

A huge thank you to everyone for 
their help in raising a whopping 
£5000 for Family Space this term.  
Not only did this come from the 
Charity Fair, but the retiring 
collection after ‘Annie’, our 
Christmas jumper day, the ‘Sip and 
Shop’ event and refilling Smarties 
tubes with coins. 
 

By Mrs Hunt, Head of Pastoral 



 

 

As Christmas approaches, I’m sure we’re all looking forward to some 
downtime with friends and family. This gives us some different outlets 
for our academic energies. It might be that a film inspires you to go 
and look up some information about a historical event or different 
part of the world; you might take part in some Christmas games such 
as charades, Scrabble, Pictionary or even Dean Close Monopoly; you 
might even put your writing skills to the test with some ‘thank-you’ 
letters. Over these next three weeks we all have the opportunity to 
rest and reflect, but also the chance to wander down some different 
academic alleys. Who knows: you might come back full of things you 
never knew about the traditions of Christmas and other celebrations, 
or having worked out timings for your Christmas cooking, or having 
worked out how many seconds you have been alive on the stroke of 
midnight on January 1st! 
 

By Mr Donnelly, Director of Studies 

 ‘Immanuel' 
 
I would hope that each and every pupil ends 
this action-packed first term of the school 
year with a sense of pride and achievement. 
Pride in the efforts they have given, both in 
and out of the classroom, and a sense of 
achievement from the progress they have 
made, whether in new skills learnt or fresh 
knowledge embedded. Amidst the 
excitement of the Christmas holidays to 
come, the term also ends with the nation as a 
whole at a cross-roads and 
unity across the United 
Kingdom in short supply. It 
is therefore particularly 
poignant that we celebrate 
the true meaning of 
Christmas, that of 
‘Immanuel’ - God 
with us. Wishing 
you a l l  a 
peaceful and 
j o y o u s 
C h r i s t m a s 
time!  

The boarders’ have had their annual Christmas shopping and cinema 
trip. Wilton found lovely gifts for their family at an Advent Fair and 
shops in Gloucester followed by a trip to the lovely Sherborne Cinema 
to watch ‘Farmaggedon’. They then wrapped presents in their own 
hand-printed wrapping paper. 
 

By Mrs Fraine, Wilton House Parent 

Last Friday, the Choristers sang at the 
HELP Appeal Concert in Cirencester.  
 

They were joined by a number of guest 
readers including Eddie the Eagle. Auto-
graphs and photos after the concert were 
essential! 
 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 



 

 

We have enjoyed a fantastic musical Christmas week to end the term. We 
welcomed visitors from local retirement homes and some Grandparents to 
enjoy a festive cup of tea and some musical refreshment on Wednesday 
morning, which was a fun and 
lively occasion. On Thursday the 
Christmas Cracker allowed 
many of the school ensembles to 
play some fun tunes and the 
whole school to join in the 12 
days of Christmas. The year 5 
panto was great fun too. With 
the Carol service on Friday, sung 
by all 4 of the school's choirs we 
truly feel in the Christmas spirit. 
 

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week

Megan has been working on her 
own independent mixed media 
piece inspired by artist David 
White. She used watercolours for 
the blended sky background and 
then a splatter effect over the top. 
The black tree silhouette was 
coloured using black pen. A lovely 
piece taking inspiration from other 
artists. Well done! 

 
Today we heard in chapel that Jesus Christ is 
‘the Prince of Peace’. Life can often be very busy 
and our world today is very divided. Yet God the 
Father has promised us a King who will bring 
about an everlasting peace on earth. One day, 
there will be no more over-working and no 
more conflict. In the meantime, God offers an 
inner peace that can be found if we place our 
trust in King Jesus. 

Chaplaincy 

With houses playing A and B teams 
in Senior house matches, the points 
from both teams were added 
together. Deacon won by 1 point! 
In the juniors, Yeaman were the 
winners. 

Congratulations to Corinna 
Clarkson, Ellis Woolley and George 
Collingwood who all qualified for 
the National Cross Country finals 
having competed on the county 
finals at the weekend. 

X Country 

Megan Byrd 
7D 

Girls Sport 

Congratulations to the 40cms, 
60cms and 70cms Equestrian 
teams at the NSEA Grass Roots 
South West Regional Finals. The 
team of Katherine and Christina 
Naylor and Fenella Cradock all 
rode excellent rounds in the 
40cms to complete on a zero 
score and take team Bronze. 
Maddie Melville Smith and Gabriel 
Mattlé rode in both the 60cms and 
70cms final. They had some 
unfortunate poles in the 60cms 
but they regrouped to fly round 
the 70cms and finish of a zero 
score in quick times seeing them 
take team Sliver.  Some great 
riding once again from all these 
young equestrians.  

Equestrian 



 

 

 
 

7 .00pm Schola  Cantorum 
perform Handel: Messiah at 
Tewkesbury Abbey  

 
 
 

Boarders return from 4.30pm  
Boarders’ Parents’ Meeting 4.30-
5.15pm in Centenary Hall  

Start of Term 
4.35pm End of School Day for 
Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 
5.00pm Pupils in Year 6, Year 7 
and Year 8 may go home 

 
 
 

Boys’ Hockey – Padfield Trophy 
1st XI Home 2.00pm  

5.30pm Schola Cantorum First 
Evensong of the Lent Term  

2.40pm Start of Term Chapel 
Service – Rev'd J. Ash 

Late games session for Boys' 
Hockey – 1st XI, 2nd XI and 3rd 
XI (Pick up 5.30pm) 

 
 
 

Boys' Hockey Triangular v The 
Downs Preparatory School, 
Wraxall and Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School – U9 Away 
10.00am; 
U10 Home 10.00am 
Netball Practice – all girls in Year 
6, Year 7 and Year 8 12.30-
2.00pm 
Hockey Practice – all boys in Year 
6, Year 7 and Year 8 12.30-
2.00pm 

 
 
 

Boarders' Trip to Airhop 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS HENRIETTA CROSS 

Science Technician 
 
Question:  How would you 
describe yourself? 
Answer: Nerdy, gardener,  
engineer. 
 
Question: What’s your favourite 
meal of the day? 
Answer: Breakfast, with pudding. 
 
Question: Do you have a secret 
ambition? 
Answer: If I told you, it wouldn’t 
be much of a secret! 
 
Question: What’s the best piece 
of advice you have ever been 
given? 
Answer: Try your hardest, no one 
can ask more of you than that. 
 
Question: If you could do any job 
for a day, what would it be? 
Answer: A chocolate taster. 
 
Question: What accomplishment 
has made you most proud? 
Answer :  Redes ign ing  and 
rebuilding our house. 
 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Old Decanian reports on the 2019 General Election 

Simon Harris who left Dean Close in 1979, is an award 
winning British journalist who works for ITV News as their 
Senior Political Correspondent in London. It is a busy time (to 
say the least!) for Simon as he covers all the breaking news 
from the 2019 general election.  


