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Four great reasons for holding the DCPS Poetry Competition each 

year: 

 

1. We browse through poetry anthologies (books of poems) to find 

one we like – and that process means that we are reading poems, 

assessing and analysing and, hopefully, enjoying them as we go. 

 

2. We have to learn a poem … challenging, yes, but brilliant exercise 

for our brilliant brains. 

 

3. We stand up in front of our friends and recite our poem from 

memory; great for 

building self-confidence 

and learning how to 

communicate with clarity. 

 

4. We listen and watch 

each other’s recitations – 

and get a sense of each 

poem’s POWER or, 

perhaps, it’s PEACE; the 

poet’s thought-provoking 

message or the poet’s 

frustrations, joys and 

questions. 

 

H a p p y  P o e t r y 

Competition, everybody!  

 

By Mr Shelley, Head of 

English 

Poetry 
Competition 2020  Getting back to business 

 

I do hope that all our families enjoyed a 

wonderful Christmas break and have found 

that getting back into the routine of the new 

school term has not been too arduous! 

 

I have always thought that the second term 

of the academic cycle is the most important, 

where maximum learning takes place. At 

this stage of the year, pupils are settled into 

their ‘new’ year groups, ‘new’ pupils have 

successfully found their feet and are at ease 

with the ‘Dean Close way’ and healthy 

relationships have been forged with pupils 

and staff alike. I have therefore been 

delighted to see pupils getting straight back 

to the business of learning, full of 

enthusiasm, whether competing in the class 

rounds of the annual poetry competition, 

enjoying a new book in the library or 

successfully (and victoriously!) competing in 

the Padfield Hockey trophy. Our school 

value for this month is encouragement and I 

would encourage all our pupils to 

ensure that they waste no time in 

making a positive, focused and 

hard-working start to this crucial 

new term. 

 

W ish in g  y ou  a l l  a 

prosperous and productive 

start to 2020! 
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In Assembly this week I asked pupils to point to a teacher. Whilst 

many pointed to adults, I was pleased to see several pupils 

pointing to themselves or a peer, having remembered a point I 

made last term: we are all teachers. Paired work in lessons can be 

a hugely powerful experience for both partners. Having to give 

feedback forces you to look carefully at someone else’s work and 

compare it to the agreed success criteria. Receiving feedback 

reminds us that our first stab at something is not usually the 

finished article and more can be done to improve it. What is vital 

is that feedback is useful and encouraging – our value for this 

month. 

By Mr Gould 

 

8.15-9.30am Year 3 and 4 Parents’ Coffee Morning in 

Centenary Atrium 

4.30pm Junior and Middle Christian Union 

5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

6.00-7.00pm Childnet Presentation to Parents and Guardians 

in Centenary Hall 

Boys’ Hockey v Millfield Preparatory School – 1st XI Home 

2.15pm;  3rd XI Home 3.15pm; 2nd XI Away 2.15pm; 4th XI 

Away 3.15pm 

Boys’ Hockey v Cricklade Manor Preparatory school – U11A 

and U11C Home 2.30pm; U11B and U11D Away 2.30pm 

Netball v Clifton College Preparatory School – U13C, U13D, 

U12C, U12D Home 2.15pm; U13A, U13B, U12A, U12B 

Home 3.15pm; U11A, U11B, U10A, U10B, U9A Away 

2.30pm; U9B Away 3.10pm  

Swimming Gala v Cheltenham College Preparatory School  

- Year 7 and Year 8 Away 4.45pm 

8.30am Parents’ Prayer Fellowship in Dean Close House 

Late games session for Boys’ Hockey – 1st XI, 2nd XI and 

3rd XI Pick up 5.30pm 

6.00pm DCPS and DCS Sibling Tea in Dean Close 

Preparatory Dining Room 

8.15-9.30am Year 7 and Year 8 Parents’ Coffee Morning  

Boys’ Hockey v Cheltenham College Preparatory School – 

U8s Away 9.15am 

Boys’ Hockey v Kingswood Preparatory School – 1st XI 

and 3rd XI Home 12.40pm; 2nd XI and 4th XI Away 

1.30pm. Netball v The Dragon School – U13A, U13B, 

U13C, U13D, U13E, U12A, U12B, U12C, U12D, U12E 

Away 2.30pm 

Sporting Highlights 
On Wednesday the Boys’ 1st XI hockey side 

took part in the Padfield trophy.  This is one of 

the longest running U13 11 a side tournaments 

and is named after Richard Padfield, who was 

an Old Decanian and former teacher at Dean 

Close. This link will help give further 

information about him, https://issuu.com/

dean_close_school/docs/odnews_2013/18 

It was a young and inexperienced 1st team 

squad with only 4 players remaining from last 

year. The afternoon started with a 1-0 win 

against Warwick.  This followed by another 1-

0 win against Bromsgrove and a 2-0 win 

against Clifton.  Draws in the remaining games 

against Prior Park and Millfield were enough to 

win the trophy for the 3rd year in a row. The 

most pleasing aspect of the day was how well 

the side gelled together and improved 

throughout the day.  


