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Year 5 

This week Year 5 visited ‘SkillZONE’, an interactive life skills village in 

Gloucester.  SkillZONE helped our pupils to recognise dangers and dilemmas 

in everyday situations. It empowered them to make good choices about their 

own safety. Our pupils really enjoyed the trip and learnt a great deal.  Here is 

what they had to say… 

 

“Did you know that when crossing the road, even if there is a green man, 

you must check there are no cars coming!” Georgia. 

 

“I learnt that you shouldn’t leave raw chicken out on the worktop because it 

can have harmful bacteria” Evie.  

 

“You can be arrested at the age of 10!” Matilda. 

 

“Today I learned that if you think there is a fire in a room, DO NOT open 

the door! This is because fire breathes oxygen and the fire may grow” 

Natasha. 

 

“Do not put metal cutlery in the toaster!” Oliver. 

 

“SkillZONE is a fantastic place to learn how to protect yourself from 

different dangers. I learnt that protecting yourself is your own responsibility” 

Alessa.  By Mr West, Year 5 Teacher 

A grey Thursday was lit up with a 

sudden burst of practical fire training, 

and advice about addiction and 

growing up.  As they rotated round 

the different activities on offer, the 

Year 7s were fascinated by the 

chance to engage with real-life 

professionals from diverse walks of 

life, such as medicine and outdoor 

survival.  Mindfulness gave them all a 

wonderful sense of calm as they 

finished the day.  As one of them said 

to me: ‘Be in the moment, 

Mrs.Davies!’ Absolutely! 

 

By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and 

Wellbeing 

Trip to SkillZONE 
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Creativity. I wonder what comes to mind when you read that word. 

Painting a picture? Designing a new invention? Composing a piece of 

music? 

There was an interesting discussion on Twitter this week about 

creativity and schools. I was pleased to see my own views reflected in 

many of the points being made, particularly that creativity is not just 

for subjects such as Art, DT and Music. I disagree with the above 

image which suggests some subjects are not creative. There can be 

incredible creativity in Maths and Science as people look for solutions 

or in History when trying to empathise with people from the past. 

Creativity can and should flow through our whole curriculum. At 

Dean Close we see creativity as a key skill, both for now in school 

and for a future that will see many jobs replaced by automation.  

 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 
The Young Decanian - Out now!  

 

This week, each family at the Prep School will 

receive their own copy of the ‘Young 

Decanian 2018-2019’. As a spectacular 

summary of the past academic year, I am 

grateful to our skilled editor, Mr Shelley, and 

his team, for producing such an all-inclusive 

and colourful publication. The YD serves as a 

reminder of the vast range of activities and 

achievements of our pupils 

and staff, and of the fun 

we have all enjoyed. It 

provides an inspiring 

challenge for our 

current pupils, as 

they strive to 

r e a c h  t h e 

heights of 

those who 

have gone 

b e f o r e 

them. 

The boarders danced for popcorn, donned gloves 

for cutting up chocolate, researched newspapers to 

win Haribos and swung elephant trunks to earn 

crisps, in Saturday night’s Boarders Grub Crawl! 

The mixed teams enjoyed the blend of silliness, 

exercise and sweets. I was glad to have my dancing 

judged!  By Mr Fraine, Wilton Housemaster 

You could have heard 

a pin drop in the 

Centenary Hall as the 

attentive audience of 

pupils and parents 

listened to 15 superb 

f i n a l i s t s  r e c i t e    

amusing and poignant 

p o e m s .  W h a t       

confidence! What clarity!  What expression!  Well done to 

EVERY pupil in the school for taking part so bravely and     

enthusiastically; a special well done to the finalists; an          

extra-special mention for the winners – Annie Schmidt-Martin 

[Juniors], Lex Recine [Intermediates] and Izzy Walton 

[Seniors]. Our adjudicator, Mr David Reffell of Ellesmere 

School, said how very impressed he was by the standards 

achieved at DCPS and, by the way, how he enjoyed being with 

such friendly, warm and outgoing children!  Thank you, every-

one.  By Mr Shelley, Head of English 



 

 

We are always excited to collaborate with musicians in the Senior School. 

This year, Charlotte Jenkins has been playing in the DCS Symphony 

Orchestra and will be performing in their upcoming Spring Concert at the 

Pittville Pump Rooms. Also in this concert the Choristers will be singing 

with the Senior School Choral Society. Our latest cross-school venture 

began this week with Rachel Hellier, a former prep school music scholar 

and now in the Lower 

6th form coming to 

rehearse a cello 

ensemble with two of 

our Year 3 girls. We 

are excited to hear 

them playing trios 

together in the future.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week 

Sketchbook clubbers have been 

working on a famous landmark in 

media of their choice. Jesse has 

demonstrated his skills by drawing 

an Egyptian Sphinx and cleverly 

showing the different sandy tones 

by blending chalks. 

Well done. 

Next week, the Chaplaincy Team will be running a ‘Think Big Week’. Each 

day, we will ask a Big Question. During morning break, we are inviting every 

pupil to come and discuss possible 

answers with us over doughnuts. At 

Dean Close, we want to encourage 

everyone to wrestle with answers 

to some of life’s biggest questions. 

As a team, we hope and pray that 

after this week, there will be an 

even greater sense of curiosity in 

our school community. 

Chaplaincy 

On Wednesday four of our teams 

were competing in the Severnside 

tournaments for their age. The 

U12A and U11A both came 4th 

and the U13B came 2nd, losing 

only to Clifton. However, the 

U13A won convincingly, beating all 

the other teams by some margin. 

This group of girls have now won 

the  tournament  in  three 

consecutive years, as U11s, U12s 

and now U13s. A fantastic 

achievement! 

Jesse Hall 
3JS 

Girls’ Sport 

The hockey is in full swing with 

lots of matches being played. On 

Wednesday all boys in year 5 to 

year 8 represented the school.  A 

number of pupils, especially some 

of those in the 6th VII 

experienced their ever game of 

hockey away at Clifton. they 

equipped themselves very well 

and came away with a draw. The 

U11 A and B teams enjoyed a 

festival at Dean Close and gain 

valuable experience at a number 

of short matches where taking 

chances become so important. 

Congratulations to the Year 7 and 

Year 8 swim team who enjoyed 

another  f ine win aga inst 

Cheltenham College last week. 

Boys’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

3.30pm Brass and Wind End of 
the Day Concert 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
4.35-5.00pm Prefects’ Meeting 
with Head Boy and Head Girl in 
CH2 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

IAPS Swimming – Regional 
Qualifier at Cheltenham College – 
Year 7 and Year 8  
1.30pm Performance Platform in 
Centenary Hall 
4.35pm Interhouse Quiz Oaksey v 
Deacon in CH2 

 
 
 

Boys’ Hockey v Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School – 1st 
VII, 2nd VII Home 2.00pm; 3rd 
VII, 4th VII Away 2.00pm; 5th VII, 
6th VII Home 3.00pm 
Boys’ Hockey v The Dragon – 
U10A, U10C Away 2.00pm; 
U10B Away 2.45pm 
Boys’ Hockey v Magdalen College 
– U11B, U11C Away 2.00pm; 
U11A Away 2.45pm  
Netball v Cheltenham Ladies’  
College – U13A, U13B, U13C,  

U13D, U13E, U12E  
Away 2.30pm; U12A, U12B, 
U12C, U12D Home 2.30pm 
N et b a l l  v  S t .  E d w ar d ’ s 
Preparatory School – U11A, 
U11B, U10A, U10B Away 2.30pm 
5.30-7.45pm Music and Drama 
Scholars’ Trip to ‘Six’ at Everyman 
Theatre Cheltenham  

4.35pm Interhouse Quiz Yeaman 
v Boarders in CH2 

8 . 3 0 a m  P a r e n t s ’  P r a y e r 
Fellowship in Dean Close House 
Boys’ Hockey v The Richard Pate 
School – U9A and U9B Away 
3.40pm 
Late games session for Boys’ 
Hockey – 1st XI, 2nd XI and 3rd 
XI Pick up 5.30pm 

 
 
 

Boys’ Hockey Festival at Clifton 
College Preparatory School – 
U8’s and U9’s Away 10.00am 
Boys’ Hockey v Magdalen College 
– 3rd VII, 4th VII, 5th VII  , 6th VII 
Home 12.40pm 
Boarders’ Trip to Hollywood 
Bowl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISS MADELINE CARMODY 

Fortfield Gapper 

 

 

Question:  How would you 

describe yourself? 

Answer: Enthusiastic, outdoorsy & 

friendly. 

 

Question: What’s your favourite 

meal of the day? 

Answer: Breakfast. 

 

Question: Do you have a secret 

ambition? 

Answer: Learn to the play the 

piano. 

 

Question: What’s the best piece 

of advice you have ever been 

given? 

Answer: Above all things, be kind. 

 

Question: If you could do any job 

for a day, what would it be? 

Answer: A travel show host. 

 

Question: What accomplishment 

has made you most proud? 

Answer: Receiving my Gold Duke 

of Edinburgh Award. 

 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

1934 DCPS boys' hockey team photo   

This was one of the first years that DCPS started to play sports 

matches against other prep schools.  By 1934, numbers in 

DCPS had reached 40 and importantly had reached a level that 

they could put out a competitive team!   
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