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E-Safety at DCPS 

As part of our ongoing work in PSHCE, we mark a number of important days 

over the course of the year and we have one coming up next week.  In 2020, 

Safer Internet Day in the UK will encourage young people to explore how 

they manage their online identity, and how the internet shapes how they 

think of themselves and others. 

 

The aim is to celebrate difference and work towards creating a truly inclusive 

internet. The campaign will focus on what makes up your online identity – 

such as the facts or characteristics about you, how others perceive and 

interact with you, as well as how online services identify you. It will also look 

at how offline stereotypes and discrimination are challenged or reinforced 

online. We will look at whether the internet allows young people to express 

themselves, or if they feel limited in who they can be online.  

 

We will explore the issues in PSHCE lessons, and some Tuesday and 

Thursday break-time activities too. Miss Rubringer has a Digital Escape Room 

planned where to get out of one virtual reality room and progress to the 

next, you have to answer the e-safety question! 

 

By Mrs Davies, Head of PSHCE and Wellbeing 

On Thursday, four swimmers from 

Year 7 and 8 participated in the   

British Long Distance Swimming   

Association One Hour Swim       

Challenge.  Tina Kairisa, Ben Lord, 

Georgia Pinkham and Ella Lee all 

swam more than 2.5km, with Tina 

swimming 122 lengths in the hour. 

 

Congratulations! 

 

By Mrs Moss, 

Swimming Co-ordinator 
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Our current value is ‘Joy’ – which can be defined as 

a source or cause of delight. With that in mind, I 

want to share this text which circulated the internet 

years ago: 

 

Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it 

deosn't mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod 

are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat 

ltteer be at the rghit pclae. The rset can be a toatl 

mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm. Tihs 

is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey 

lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. 

 

Isn’t that amazing! More recent research has found 

that this is not strictly true (you can read about it 

here: https://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/people/

matt.davis/cmabridge/). However, it still highlights 

the fact that our brains can do brilliant things. 

 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

 

Tell me about a few of the things you did today as Head for the 

Day? 

I did the introduction to assembly, I had Head’s snacks with my 

friends at break, gave out some medals for the House Music 

Competition, met with the Warden, Mrs Taylor and also Mr 

Salisbury the Headmaster at Senior School. 

 

What have you enjoyed most? 

Having Head’s snacks with my friends! 

 

Would you like to have been Head for longer than one day? 

Yes!! 4 weeks! Or maybe longer! 

 

What was the scariest part of the day? 

Walking into Head’s assembly. 

 

Do you think that it's more fun being a pupil or a Head? 

Definitely a Head! 

 

Do you think that teachers should sometimes be pupils for a day? 

Yes! It would be a lot of fun! 

 

Any advice for Mr Moss? 

Please keep on being the Headmaster – being 

Headmistress is exhausting! 

 

The aim of Head for a Day was to have fun, to raise funds for 

charity and to provide an opportunity for a pupil to gain a small 

insight into life as the Head of a Prep School.  

W i l t o n  h a d  a 

fascinating day out at 

the Aquarium on 

S a t u r d a y .  O u r 

favourite part was 

seeing the rays 

feeding, spotting the 

enormous octopus 

and guessing the 

name of the (slightly 

u n n e r v i n g ) 

Honeycomb Moray 

Eels.  In the evening, 

the whole boarding 

went en-mass to Hollywood Bowl in Cheltenham to 

show off their bowling skills. There was lots of fun and 

laughter, and plenty of strikes and spares too! We 

were bowled over - a great weekend! 

 

By Mr Cooper, Caldecote Houseparent and Mrs 

Fraine, Wilton Houseparent 

This Sunday, 9th February, the choristers will be joining 

with the Senior School and Dean Close Choral Society to 

sing Puccini's Messa di Gloria.  The performance will form 

the second half of the Spring Concert.  Tickets are free but 

need to be obtained in advance from Mrs Klemz, 

shklemz@deanclose.org.uk.  The concert is in the Pittville 

Pump Room, 7.00 - 9.00pm. 

 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 



 

 

Last Tuesday we held our first Performance Platform this term – a brilliant 

opportunity for pupils to give their first public performance or for 

seasoned musicians to add yet another performance to their tally! We 

heard several varied violin pieces, played superbly by Ella Lee, Ying-Tai 

Yilmaz, Morgan Chandler, George Latimer and Florence McKinnes. Lily 

Parkes, Ellie Jones, Zac Cowling, Chloe Vos, Alba Carames-Lane and Lex 

Recine entertained on the 

p i a no  a nd  Bea t r i ce 

Braddock and Molly Rafferty 

played lively pieces on the 

clarinet. Beatrix Heathcote-

Amory charmed us with her 

singing and Brass Blast 

provided a rousing finish. 

Well done to all performers!  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week 

Albert has captured the shape and 

texture of this shell beautifully. He 

added paint to watercolour paper 

before sketching out his shell 

shape. After adding a little too 

much shade on his shell, he 

explored using his eraser to bring 

back some of the lost details.    

 

We are following Think Big Week with a brand 

new CU series that looks at the many ‘job titles’ 

of Jesus. JCU and SCU had enormous fun 

wrapping each-other up in ‘bandages’ (toilet 

paper) as we saw this week how Jesus called 

himself a doctor, healing spiritual as well as 

physical sickness. This tied in well with our 

Tuesday assembly, looking at how faith in Jesus 

shaped the amazing work Florence Nightingale 

did during the Crimean War.  

Chaplaincy 

There were some outstanding 

performances at the Severnside 

cross country on Tuesday. We had 

individual winners in three of the 

four races: Arthur Clarkson won 

the U11 boys, Verity Lilley won the 

U11 girls and Corinna Clarkson 

won the U13 girls. In addition, 

Andrew King was 2nd in the U13 

boys. As a team, the U13 girls were 

absolutely superb - in addition to 

Corinna's win, Caitlin Thompson 

was 3rd, Ellis Woolley 4th, Ella 

Moody 9th and Emma Howitt 

12th. The top 4 contribute to the 

team total, so ours was 17 and this 

won us the U13 girls event by a 

huge margin - the 2nd placed team 

had 54! This is the first time we 

have won this, the race has been 

dominated in the past by schools 

who focus a lot less on team sports 

but spend hours each week doing 

cross country. Well done!  

Albert Daumov 
4GW  

Girls’ Sport 

Congratulations to the U11A 

hockey side who responded 

well  to the disappointment of not 

making the cup section of their 

IAPS regional final by getting to the 

final of the plate competition 

where they narrowly missed out 

on winning. the U8 boys enjoyed 

their first run out of the season at 

a festival at Clifton College on 

Saturday. I was delighted by the 

level of individual skill they all 

showed but even more impressed 

by how well they passed the ball, 

used the space and worked for 

each other. Elsewhere the U10A 

team remain unbeaten and the 

5th's enjoyed a good win against 

Hatherop Castle.  

Boys’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

U13 Girls’ Netball Tour U13A and 
U13B v Malvern St. James Girls’ 
School 10.00am 
9.30am Year 2 Information 
Morning in the Centenary Hall 
Netball – U8 Festival at Dean 
Close 10.00am 

7.00pm Schola Cantorum sing in 
DCS Spring Concert at Pittville 
Pump Room  

 
 

PSHCE Life Zone Years 3-7 
4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

9 . 3 0 a m - 5 . 0 0 p m  L A M D A 
Examinations Years 3 – 5 

 
 
 

E-Safety Day 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College 
Netball tournament – U13A and 
U12A Away 1.30pm 
N e t b a l l  v  B r o m s g r o v e  
Preparatory School – U13B, 
U13C, U12B, U12C Away 
2.30pm; U13D, U13E, U12D, 
U12E Home 2.30pm 

Netball v Richard Pate School – 
U11A and U10 Away 2.30pm; U9 
Away 3.30pm 
Boys’ Hockey – Severnside 
Tournaments at Clifton College 
Preparatory School – 1st VII, 2nd 
VII, U11A, U11B, U9A, U9B 
Away 2.00pm 
Boys’ Hockey – Severnside 
Tournaments at Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School – 
U10A and U10B Away 2.00pm 
Boys’ Hockey v Clifton College 
Preparatory School – U11C, 
U11D, U10C Home 2.00pm; 3rd 
VII, 4th VII, 5th VII, 6th VII Home 
2.45pm 
6.45-8.00pm Parent Workshop – 
‘Sleep –routines, patterns and 
benefits’  

District Cross Country Race 3 at 
Cheltenham College Preparatory 
School – U11 and U10 Away 
3.45pm 
6.30pm February Music Festival in 
Centenary Hall  

Boys’ Hockey – U13 County 
Hockey Finals at Dean Close 
10.30am 
2.45pm Chapel - Half Term 
begins after Chapel 

 

 

 

 

 

MRS KATIE AZAM 

Marketing Co Ordinator 

 

Question:  How would you 

describe yourself? 

Answer: Observant, creative, 

caring. 

 

Question: What’s your favourite 

meal of the day? 

Answer: Lunch, especially on a 

Sunday!  

 

Question: Do you have a secret 

ambition? 

Answer: I would like to retire 

to somewhere in the sun!  

 

Question: What’s the best piece 

of advice you have ever been 

given? 

Answer: Don't start a fight just 

because it's the easiest thing to 

do, and never ruin an apology 

with an excuse.  

 

Question: If you could do any job 

for a day, what would it be? 

Answer: To be Queen for the day!  

 

Question: What accomplishment 

has made you most proud? 

Answer: Having my children and 

helping them to flourish into kind, 

thoughtful caring human beings.  

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Why is Hermes called Hermes?  

Hermes the newsletter was first published on Friday 28th 

January 1994, we are now on edition 839!  Hermes was 

originally set up to help communication between the 

School and Parents, it was named after the Greek 

God Hermes who was one of the 12 Olympian Gods and 

primarily served as the messenger of the Gods.  
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