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Oaksey 

Thanks to the generosity of the Oaksey family we were able to set up a 

SMOOTHIE, FRUIT and CEREAL BAR stall to welcome children into 

School on Thursday.  Several parents and children had made treats which 

meant that the tables were overflowing with goodies for everyone to enjoy.  

All money raised will be going to CLIC SARGENT, a charity very close to 

our hearts as it supports young people who have cancer.  First indications 

are that we raised over £330 pounds!  A brilliant effort. Many thanks to 

everyone for their support! 

 

By Mr E Harris, Oaksey Houseparent 

Before half term, we celebrated Safer 

Internet Day with a Digital Escape 

Room. One of our computer suites 

was decorated for the break time  

sessions and pupils answered       

questions or solved problems related 

to online safety, in order to move 

from one level to another. The last 

level required them to find a code to 

unlock the box of prizes. There was a 

version for Junior Forms and another 

for Senior Forms covering age appro-

priate and relevant topics. The       

sessions were really popular with over 

40 pupils joining us on Thursday. 

 

By Miss Rubringer, Head of         

Computing and Digital Learning 

Kick Starts the Day! 
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This quote has been attributed 

to Benjamin Franklin, one of the 

Founding Fathers of the United 

States of America.  It came to 

mind as I was talking to a group 

of Year 8 pupils preparing for 

their trial exams next week.  

Whilst these are not the final 

exams, they play an important 

role in the assessment and 

learning process.  They help 

pupils learn how to revise and 

how to get the balance right 

between working hard and 

getting vital rest. 

 

After the trial exams it is 

important that our Year 8s 

reflect upon the whole process:  

What helped them succeed?  

What got in the way of them reaching their targets?  If they do this, and 

continue to give of their best in the weeks ahead, then they should look 

forward to the final exams in June and see them as an opportunity to 

demonstrate all the progress they have made. 

 

By Mr Gould, Academic Director 

A focus on well-being 

 

Contained within this week’s mailing are 

details of some exciting changes to Prep 

School life, which will be introduced from 

September 2020. As a listening and 

reflective school, we are continually 

reviewing and seeking ways to improve 

the way in which we nurture each child 

within our care. Following extensive 

consultations, I am certain that the 

alterations to our school day and to our 

weekend provision will bring significant 

benefits to all in our community. Whilst 

retaining our school values, we seek to 

give a sharp focus to pupils’ 

well-being, alongside their 

achievements both in and 

out of the classroom. For 

further information 

about these exciting 

d e v e l o p m e n t s , 

please read the 

mailings attached. 

The boarders had a 

flip-tastic pancake day 

starting with pancakes 

for breakfast in the 

dining hall. 

 

In the evening, they 

also had a go at 

making and  flipping 

their own pancakes, in 

house, with a classic 

lemon and sugar 

topping. 

 

Mmmm mmmm! 

 

By Mrs Fraine, Wilton 

Houseparent 

Ash Wednesday is one 

of the most important 

days in the Church's 

calendar marking the 

start of Lent.  As part 

of this year's service in 

the Abbey, the choris-

ters sang a well 

known setting of 

Psalm 51, Miserere 

Mei Deus by the 17th 

c e n t u r y  I t a l i a n      

composer, Allegri. 

 

Isaac Stott and Hugo Brooks-Hughes were this 

year's soloists.  Both boys sang beautifully and with 

great concentration.  It was a very moving part of 

the service. 

 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 



 

 

This week provided a fabulous opportunity for the Year 7 and 8 Music 

Scholars’ to perform at Chapel Arts in Cheltenham. Ivan Yeung wowed 

with two accomplished performances, on cello 

and piano, while Benedict Braddock captured 

our attention with his stylish piano playing and 

Sebastian Friessner-Day performed two pieces 

in diverse styles on guitar and trumpet. 

Charlotte Jenkins also entertained with two 

lovely performances on cello and piano, with 

Imogen Bowen performing two very moving 

songs beautifully. Isaac Hanfrey played his violin 

stylishly and Marceau Coppard set our feet 

tapping with his lively saxophone playing, with 

Lucy Godfrey playing her flute superbly and 

from memory!  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week 

Tom Bailey has researched 

Cubism and been studying this 

particular style of art to create this 

'cubist' piece using bits of magazine 

pictures.  

A super creation, well done!  

As we reach the middle of the Lent Term, it seems fitting that the beginning 

of Lent should fall this week. Lent is a season where Christians look forward 

to Easter, and often choose to 

give up something for 40 days 

to remind them of what Jesus 

gave up for them on the cross. 

Some people also take up 

something- like reading the 

bible- to help them focus on 

God. What can you do to get 

ready for Easter? 

Chaplaincy 

Wednesday saw several fixtures 

against Beaudesert as well as 

Severnside tournaments for U10s 

and U9s. The U10As did really well 

to get to the semi-final of the 

tournament, losing narrowly to the 

eventual winners. Our seniors 

teams did well against Beaudesert 

with the U13Bs especial ly 

recording a very impressive victory. 

The U11As sadly lost a game they 

did not deserve to lose, with just 

one goal separating the teams for 

most of the game - 44 goals scored 

in the game from the two teams is 

hugely impressive shooting from 

girls of their age.  

Tom Bailey 
3JS 

Girls’ Sport 

For the first time in a while the 

sun shone for matches on 

Wednesday and we were treated 

to some wonderful hockey.  There 

were some great results for U9's, 

U11A, B and C and the 4 senior 

sides that played The Downs 

Malvern.  Highlights included a hat 

trick for Barney Morris, a wonder 

goal from Charlie Acid and some 

fantastic forward play from 

Rumhann Campbell. long may the 

sunshine last.  

Boys’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

8.40-10.30am Open Morning 
Primary Cross Country Finals at 
Katharine Lady Berkeley School 
Netball v Kingswood – U13B, 
U13C, U13D Away 2.00pm; 
U12B, U12C, U12D Away 
3.00pm 
Netball Festival at Clifton College 
Preparatory School – U8 10.00am 
TBC cancelled 
Netball v The Downs Preparatory 
School, Wraxall – U10A, U9A 
Away 10.00am;  
U10B, U9B Away 10.30am; U11A 
Home 12.40pm 
Boys’ Hockey –  Mi l l f ield 
Tournament U10A, U10B Away 
9.00am 
Boys’ Hockey v The Beacon 
School – 1st VII Home 12.40pm 
Boys’ Hockey v The Downs 
Preparatory School, Wraxall – 
U8’s, U9A, U9B Home 10.00am; 
2nd, 3rd, 4th VII Home 12.30pm; 
U11A, U11C Away 1.45pm; 
U11B Away 2.30pm 

Year 8 Trial Exams 

8.30am Year 3 Trip to Ashmolean 
Museum 
4.35pm Yeaman Teatime Concert 
 

 
Netball v Wycliffe College 
Preparatory School – U13A, 
U13C, U13D, U12A, U12B, 
U12D Away 2.30pm; U11A, 
U11B, U10A, U10B, U9A Home 
2.30pm; U9B Home 3.10pm; U8 
Home 3.45pm 
Boys’ Hockey v Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School – 
U9A, U9B Home 1.30pm; U10A, 
U10B U10C Home 2.15pm; 
U11B, U11C, U11D Away 
2.15pm; 5th, 6th, 7th VII Away 
2.15pm; 2nd VII Away 3.00pm; 
3rd, 4th VII Home 3.00pm 
Boys’ Hockey – Cricklade Manor 
Tournament U11A Away 2.00pm 
Boys’ Hockey – Malvern College 
Tournament 1st VII Away 2.00pm 

Swimming Gala v Cheltenham 
College Preparatory School – 
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 
Home 4.45pm 

2.45pm Chapel 
Exeat begins after Chapel 
5.30pm Schola Cantorum sing 
Evensong for Friends of Cathedral 
Music at Tewkesbury Abbey 

 

 

 

 

 

MR JONNY SHELDON 

Fortfield Houseparent 

 

Question: How would you 

describe yourself? 

Answer: Star Wars loving, TGIs 

regular (who is not good at 

counting to three). 

 

Question: What’s your favourite 

meal of the day? 

Answer: Breakfast except that 

now I have to fight off Baby Ben as 

he tries to eat my cereal!  

 

Question: Do you have a secret 

ambition? 

Answer: To have a grey beard. 

 

Question: What’s the best piece 

of advice you have ever been 

given? 

Answer: If you see a problem, you 

should try to fix it because if you 

don't, why should anyone else?  

 

Question: If you could do any job 

for a day, what would it be? 

Answer: I'd be an astronaut 

(although I am afraid of heights!). 

 

Question: What accomplishment 

has made you most proud? 

Answer: Teaching Ben all of the 

actions to Baby Shark. 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

The Old Decanian Society are excited to watch last 

years DCS 1st XV stars, Josh Gray and George Barton 

play for England against Wales at Kingsholm Stadium 

(Gloucester) in the U20 Six Nations next Friday (6th 

March with KO at 7.45pm).    
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