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World Book Day 

Brilliant Books!  What a fabulous WORLD BOOK DAY we had! Children 

(along with their hardworking parents!) made a wonderful effort to adorn 

themselves in a fabulous array of outfits – representing characters from 

books – including ‘neat and proper’ girls from Malory Towers, dodgy spies 

from the Alex Rider series and beautiful princesses from a number of 

different book sources! The staff made up at least 25 of the 101 spotty and 

adorable Dalmatian puppies and were terrified by Cruella De Harris’s high 

heels and hairy legs. Meanwhile, our gappers and matrons’ Snow White and 

the Seven Dwarfs was a tour de force, bringing laughter wherever they 

went. We held buddying-up events between older and younger pupils, 

discussed and wrote about books, and the library was throbbing with 

readers all day. 

 

Thank you – everyone at DCPS – for your energy, enthusiasm and sense of 

fun.  May the love of reading continue throughout the year! 

 

By Mr Shelley, Head of English 

Did you know that the Ancient    

Egyptians thought brains were    

pointless and not worth keeping for 

the afterlife? Or that they used to 

mummify important creatures? The 

Year 3s learnt all this and more on 

their fun-filled visit to the Ashmolean 

Museum in Oxford!  

 

By Mrs Sheldon, 

Year 3 Teacher 
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The EU and the UK are starting negotiations on a trade deal: what we 

will trade between us and how much it is all likely to cost. Why do politics 

matter and what do they have to do with academic life? It is good for all 

of us to be informed and to care about the wider world – about who runs 

it, how it is run and what is likely to happen in the future. For children at 

school it may seem dry or boring, but to take an interest in politics is to 

say you care; that you want to be a citizen who makes a positive 

difference, that you want to learn more in order to change things in the 

future. Who knows – you may become inspired to take up an extra 

language, or history, or geography by learning about politics. Watch 

Newsround, read newspapers, talk about current affairs at home and sign 

up for a debating club – all of these can help you become a citizen who 

might one day change the world.  By Mr Donnelly, Director of Studies 

In the Spirit 

 

It was wonderful to see so many well-

known (and lesser known) literary 

characters on display during World Book 

Day yesterday. Thank you to the many 

parents who contributed to the occasion 

by supplying such imaginative outfits for 

their children - from Sherlock Holmes to 

Katniss Everdean! Of particular note, 

were the large number of friendly, 

spotted canines, who were clearly happy 

to escape the clutches of the wicked Ms 

De Vil. The way in which all 

our staff joined in and took 

part in the fun, highlights 

one of the ways in which 

DCPS is so unique. I 

am grateful to them 

all for contributing 

so happily to the 

spirit of the day 

and donning a 

furry spot or 

two! 

On Friday evening 

the Year 7 and 8 

Caldecote boys 

v e n t u r e d  t o 

K i n g s h o l m  i n 

Gloucester to watch 

their Premiership 

match, under the 

lights, against Sale 

Sharks. It was great 

to be able to see and 

cheer on some top 

international players 

as well as two Old 

Decanians who were playing.  Whilst the result did 

not go in our favour, it was a great experience and 

meeting Jake Poledri, who many had been watching 

play on TV in the Six Nations the week before.  It 

was a great way to end the day. 

 

By Mr Cooper, Caldecote Houseparent 

A few unusual characters in the Song School this morning for 

World Book Day.  Fortunately the boys were not needed for 

Evensong at Tewkesbury Abbey - not sure how cassocks would 

have worked over some of these costumes! 

 

By Mrs Lyons, Chorister Tutor 

On Thursday afternoon Deacon House held a very successful cake sale to 

raise money for Family Space.  We had some very generous donations of 

amazing cakes and the children really enjoyed their sweet treats during 

buns time.  The Deacon Year 6, 7 and 8s did a fantastic job of organising 

the event and we raised at least £250 for Family Space.  Thank you to all 

those of you who donated and bought cakes! 

 

By Mrs Beecham, Deacon Houseparent 

Deacon Charity Event 



 

 

On Tuesday, Yeaman pupils gave a fabulous concert, which was hosted 

superbly by Louise Cottingham, Chloe Ashton, and Sienna Deacon. We 

were thoroughly entertained by wonderful singing, with solos from Beth 

Moody and Fay Woodman, while Rachel Fairfax, Emma Johnson, Charlie 

Parker-Thomas and Fenella Cradock sang together. Jonathan Mossop, Una 

Quayle, and Alice Wilson played the piano competently, with Alice also 

playing a challenging medieval 

piece on her cello. Asher set our 

feet tapping with his rhythmic 

drum solo, Patrick Rafferty gave 

a superb first performance on 

his trumpet. Molly Rafferty 

played her clarinet musically and 

Patrick Brooklyn impressed with 

his guitar playing.  

@DCPSmusic 

Artist of the Week 

Year 4 have been finishing off the 

glazing process on their monster 

themed ceramic pots. Emma has 

finished hers really well, making 

sure her design was realised 

successfully and the colours were 

strong.  

Great job Emma! 

This week we have started a new talk series in our assemblies and services. 

In preparation for Easter, members of staff will be talking about some of the 

different places in the Old Testament where the passion of Jesus was 

predicted. The four gospel 

writers were eager to show their 

readers that what happened to 

Jesus (his suffering, death, and 

resurrection) did so in order to 

fulfill what God had promised his 

people centuries earlier. He 

never breaks his word. 

Chaplaincy 

Last Thursday, the U11 girls went 

to IAPS regionals and after a mix of 

wins and losses were delighted to 

come away as Runners-Up in the 

Plate Competition, having lost the 

final by just one goal. On Friday it 

was the turn of the U13s. They got 

through to the Cup Competition 

but found themselves playing 

Millfield in the quarter-final; 

however, in a superb performance 

we won, and although we then lost 

the semi-final, a win in the 3rd / 4th 

place play off meant the team has 

qualified for National finals in a 

couple of weeks.  

Emma Johnson 
4JF 

Girls’ Sport 

This week saw a rather damp end 

to the Cheltenham Primary X-

Country league, with the final race 

called off due to the waterlogged 

ground. However, it was also 

reason to celebrate as it 

confirmed Arthur Clarkson (U11) 

and Verity Lilley (U10) as District 

Champions!  They did not have 

long to celebrate, however, as 

they went straight into the County 

Cup in Stroud on Saturday. They 

enjoyed the challenge of the very 

muddy 2k course and both ended 

up in sprint finishes at the end. 

Arthur timed his to perfection to 

win, while Verity took a fantastic 

bronze. Nationals here we come! 

Boys’ Sport 



 

 

 
 

Exeat 
 
 
 

National Prep Schools Cross 
Country at Malvern College  
Exeat  
Boarding Houses open from 
6.00pm – Boarders return by 
7.30pm 

 
 
 

4.30pm Junior and Middle 
Christian Union 
5.15pm Senior Christian Union 

4.35pm Oaksey House Teatime 
Concert 

 
 
 

Year 8 Boys and Girls HPV 
Vaccination Clinic  
Netball v Cheltenham College 
Preparatory School – U13A, 
U13B, U13C, U12A, U12B, U12C 
Away 2.30pm; U11A, U11B, 
U11C, U10A, U10B, U9A Home 
2.30pm; U9B Home 3.10pm; U8 
Home 3.45pm 
Boys Hockey v Bromsgrove 
Preparatory School– U10A, 

U10B, U10C Home 2.00pm; 5th, 
6th VII Away 2.00pm; U11A, 
U11B, U11C, U11D Home 
3.00pm; 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th VII 
Away 3.00pm 
Boys’ Hockey v St Johns on-the-
Hill Preparatory School – U9 

Charity Event - Yeaman  
4.30-6.00pm Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 5 Parents’ Evening 

Chamber Choir attend Prep 
Schools’ Choral Day at DCS 
Boys’ Hockey – U12 and U11 
County Hockey Finals at Dean 
Close 10.00am 
2.30pm Hall Service  
4.00pm DCS Choral Day Service 
in Chapel 
4.30-6.00pm Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 5 Parents’ Evening 

 
 
 

Boys’ Hockey – U9 Festival at 
Dean Close 10.00am 
Boarders’ Basement Disco Night 
Boarders Year 8 Town Trip  

 

 

 

 

 

MRS RUTH HARRIS 

Teaching Assistant 

 

Question: How would you 

describe yourself in three words? 

Answer: Wearing navy blue... 

 

Question: What’s your favourite 

meal of the day? 

Answer: The one that isn’t 

rushed. 

 

Question: Do you have a secret 

ambition? 

Answer:  It wouldn’t be a secret if 

I told you! 

 

Question: What’s the best piece 

of advice you have ever been 

given? 

Answer: My Dad who was a 

clever scientist used to say - start 

with your pants and you won’t go 

far wrong! 

 

Question: If you could do any job 

for a day, what would it be? 

Answer: Otter spotter. 

 

Question: What accomplishment 

has made you most proud? 

Answer: Helping my two small 

children become two big 

teenagers! 

 

ahead   

Q & A Get to Know 
Our Staff 

Old Decanian Authors   

Louisa Somerville (who left DCS in 1974) is one of the 

most accomplished authors to come out of Dean 

Close.  Louisa has produced countless children's books 

including a best-selling series of bedtime stories.  Our 

favourite is her 'Ultimate Guide to Cat Breeds' featuring 

over 150 popular cats!  
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